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audis put a stop to UAE re-exports 


£ ABU DHABI, March 18, (AP): A n> 
" export trade worth $300 million a year 
from the United Arab Emirates to 
Arabia has been crippled by a Saudi 
decision, economy officials and traders 
said today. 

-The Samii Ministry of Finance and 
NationaLEconomy issued a regulation res- 
tricting imports from the UAE if unac- 


companied by a copy of the original bill of 
lading, as of March I, the officials said. 


Traders in the UAE believed the 
decision was meant to bring a halt to UAE 
re-exports to Saudi Arabia “as the Saudi 
authorities knew we cannot provide them 
with those certificates.” said one of the 
sources, all speaking on condition they not 
be named. 

“The invoices we receive contain all 
goods imported and not only those re- 
exported to Saudi Arabia, and merchants 
here would not accept to reveal their 


foreign trade contacts or the original 
prices,” said the source. 

Officials here could not explain the 
reason for the Saudi move, directed only 
against re-exports from the UAE, and not 
any other state. , 

UAE re-exports to Saudi Arabia have 
more than doubled since 1985, estimated 
at around 1. 1 billion dirhams ($300 
million) in 1989, the officials said. 

The amount is 20 per cent of the total 


UAE re-export mostly garments, gold, 
cement and manufactured goods coming 
mainly from Dubai and Abu Dhabi. 

The reported wrangle is between two 
members of the six-nation GCC. 

The GCC countries haveyet to develop 
a uniform customs tariff system and 
Dubai, which has a free trade zone at Jebel 
Ali, has the least import barriers. It is the 
second largest emirate after Abu Dhabi. 

(Continued on Page 13) 


■Pakistan 

exploiting 

Kashmir 

problem’ 



.Najma Heptullah 


ByFatMma Ahmed 

Arab Times staff . 
INDIAN . parliamentarian 
Najma' * Heptullah has said 
that India may. have, a 
dialogue with Pakistan on 
Kasbnrir~ if; talks: are' held 
within die framework of the 
‘.ffniiaA y eeg hcn t: .. v 

The Sijnla Agreement says 
that the problem of Kashmir 
must be resolved bilaterally, 
without outside interference, 
and both parties must resist 
hostile propaganda. 

Heptullah, deputy, chair- 
man of the Indian Rajya 


an. official visit to Kuwait to 
deliver a message from Indian 
Premier V.P. Singh to HH the 
Amir. She also paid a similar 
visit to Iraq. 

At a press conference yes- 
terday. she cautioned Pakis- 
tan against aggravating the 
situation in Kashmir saying 
that the problem in the north 
Indian state is an “internal 
affair and not a religious 
issue.” 

“We don't want Pakistan 
to make it a communal issue 
by(saying) it is a M uslim upr- 
ising. It is a Kashmiri 
demand, and a Kas hm iri upr- 
ising.” 

Commenting on a recent 
statement by Pakistan 
Premier Benazir Bhutto, 
Heptullah said an atmos- 
phere of “hatred is being gen- 
erated by (such) provocative 
speeches.” 

She reiterated India's alleg- 
uon that Pakistan is support- 
ing the militants with arms 
and in flamma tory rhetoric. 
“We have evidence (of) 
blatant exploitation (of the 
situation -by Pakistan)^ and 
arming the terrorists,” she 
said. Pakistan has denied the 
charges. 

She described the situation 
in Kashmir as "serious but 
ruled out another war over 
the tenitory despite reported 
troop movements along the 
borders of both India and 
Pakistan. 


Low water 11-00 am, 10.00 pm 

Sunrise: 5; 53 am 

Sunset: 3.59 pm —-uj. 

Maximwntemperalurearecoroca- 

Kuwait2TC73*F 

Afamadfc2rCW‘F 

Faflaka:irC73*F ... 

Minimum temperatures reoorocu- 
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Ahm*di:2rC73T . 

Faflaka; 24*C 75*F 
Maxjmurahunndity recorded. 
KuwaiC 52 per cent 
Ahmadi: 54 percent 
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Conservatives head 
for massive victory 


East Germans vote in first free poll 


EAST BERLIN, March 18, (Agencies): The Conservative 
Alliance, for Germany seemed headed for a surprise landslide 
victory today in East Germany’s first free elections, early telev- 
ision exit peUs said. 

A win for the Alliance in Eastern Europe’sfirstfree poll in four 
decades would force the pace of unification with West Germany. 

It would also marie a major triumph for West Germany’s Christian 


Supporters 
rally for 
Imelda in 
Philippines 

: MANILA, March 18, (AP): 
About 1,000 supporters of .Fep- 
dipand'Marpos rallied today to 




s&Ow support for his widow and 
protest her impending trial on 
racketeering charges in the 
United States. 

The racketeering case against 
Imelda Marcos begins Tuesday 
with jury selection in Manhat- 
tan's federal court. Prosecutors 
will try to prove she helped in the 
illegal transfer of more than $160 
million to. buy four commercial 
buildings in Manhattan. 

In Sunday's protest in a down- 
town square, Marcos supporters 
carried banners reading “Justice 
for Imdda” and “We love the 
Marcoses.” 

Marcos died last September in 
Hawaii, where he lived in exile 
since he was ousted as president 
in the February 1986 “People 
Power” revolution that 
propelled Corazon Aquino into 
the presidency. 

Imelda, 60, also is accused of 
defrauding banking institutions 
of more than $165 million in fin- 
ancing that real estate and of 
obstructing justice in a civil law- 
suit filed by the Filipino govern- 
ment to reclaim the properties. 

The Philippine government 
claims Marcos, Imelda and their 
supporters embezzled up to $10 
billion during his 20 -year 
presidency. 

Marcos was never indicted for 
a criminal offence in the Philip- 
pines because the government 
feared he would insist on his right 
to return from exile to defend 
himself. 

Aquino has refused to allow 
. members of the Marcos ramify to 
return to the Philippines, tiring 
national security. She also 
refused to allow Marcos to be 
buried in the Philippines. 

Marcos supporters say the 
New York trial is an affront to 
national dignity and accuse the 



They gave the Social 
Democrats (SPD) 21 per cent 
and the communists 1 3 per cent. 

Television presenters said the 
exit polls, while broadly pointing 



An elderly lady is assisted as she places her ballot in the box a I a polling station 
during the East German general election. (Reuter wirephoto) 

Crisis averted as 
Lai changes mind 


(Continued on Pafle 9) power to 



governmentof allowing a foreign 
power to “persecute” members 
of a former first family. 


■ The United States will pull its 
forces out of the Philippines 
within a year if itcannot get a new 
agreement to extend use of key 
military bases, the commander 
of US forces in the Pacific said. 


By Thomas Abraham 

Arab Times correspondent 

NEW DELHI. March 18: 
Deputy Prime Minister Devi Lai 
today withdrew his resignation 
from the union cabinet, staving 
off a major political crisis that 
threatened to engulf India’s new 
three-and-a-half month old 
government 

Devi Lai’s decision not to 
press his resignation came after 
Prime Minister VP Singh wrote a 
two-page letter to him in which 
he said: “Taking an overall view, 
1 do not accept your resignation 
from the union cabinet'’ 

Senior party leaders, including 
front chairman N.T. Rama Rao, 
marie frantic efforts to persuade 
Lai to stay in office. 

Earlier in the day, the 
parliamentary board of the Jan- 
ata Dai, the mam cons ti Intent of 
the five-party ruling National 
Front held a brief meeting at 


which the issue was discussed. 
Later, Devi Lai had a long meet- 
ing with chief ministers of four 
states — Chimanbhai Patel of 
Gujarat, Mulayam Singh Yadav 
of Uttar Pradesh, Laliu Prasad 
Yadav of Bihar and Om Prakash 
Chautaia of Haryana — all of 
whom owe allegiance to the 
deputy prime minister. 

Soon after this meeting, Devi 
Lai’s decision to withdraw his 
resignation was announced, cap- 
ping three days of hectic political 
activity in the capital since he 
shot off a letter to Singh Friday 
evening makin g known his plan 
to resign. 

Singh said in his letter that 
Devi Lai was one of the main 
architects of the Janata Dal and 
had contributed greatly to its 
success in the elections. 

“The mandate of the people 
was clear at least on one point, 

(Continued on Page 4) 


to the same result, had a higher 
than usual margin of error given 
East Germany’s democratic 
inexperience. 

A deathly silence spread 
across the Social Democrats' 
election centre as the forecasts 
putting them a distant second 
. were read out on television. 

" Party leader Ibrahim Boehme, 
whose party had an early lead in 
the campaign and looked set to 
become prime minister, declined 
to comment until the actual 
results were known. 

But deputy leader Markus 
Meckel appeared to concede 
defeat “It is clear, if these resul ts 
are correct that we are the big 
losers,” he said on television. 

The Alliance, which favours 
rapid unification with West Ger- 
many, consists of the local Chris- 
tian Democratic Union, once a 
communist satellite, and two 
new parties, the German Social 
Union (DSU) and Democratic 
Awakening (DA). 

The Alliance’s surge in sup- 
port came despite the resignation 
on Wednesday of Democratic 
Awakening leader Wolfgang 
Scirnur after admitting he had 
been a Stasi secret police infor- 
mer. 

At the CDU election party 
supporters were celebrating as if 
they had already won hands 
down. 

“Sieg sieg sieg (victory)," 
shouted one young man with 
cropped hair and an armful of 
tatLoos as another banged his 
fists on a table screaming: 
“We’ve won, we’ve won.” 

Outgoing Prime Minister 
Hans Modrow’s Communist 

(Continued on Page 2) 



Rainer Eppelmenn ... Democratic 
Awakening Party leader. 



Train crash 

Two freight cars and a passenger coach plunged into a river near Dhaka, killing six people and injuring another 50. 
railway officials said on Sunday. In the picture people are seen looking at the wreckage of one of (he railway carriages. 

(Reuter wirephoto) 


Democrat (CDU) Chancellor Helmut Kohl, improving his chances of 
re-election in his own elections next December. 

Within seconds of polling stations closing, exit polls conducted by 
West German ZDF television and East German television showed the 
three-party alliance backed by Kohl had almost 50 per cent of the vote. 

First computer projections, reported by West German television, 
mirrored the exit polls. They gave the Alliance for Germany 53 per cent 
of the vote. 


Thirteen 
perish in 
Tehran 
gas blast 

TEHRAN, March 18, (Renter): 
A gas explosion killed 13 people, 
destroyed a four-storey buflrfing 
and started a massive fire to the 
Iranian capital Tehran today. 

The Mast also injured many 
people to the middle elass area of 
central Tehran, some criticaly, 
and the Iranian news agency Inn 
said the death toll was expected to 
rise. 

One witness who was working 
in a shop about 70 metres away 
told Reuters: “I saw flames leap- 
ing away from the site. Afteraiew 
seconds the fire receded, then a 
flame shot out six storeys high.” 

Rescue workers toiled to shift 
debris around a massive crater as 
a crane lifted heavy pieces of 
masonry. 

Iraa said: “Firefighters and 
relief workers are clearing the 
debris and in view of the rush hour 
the casualty toll b expected to go 
op. Tbe Mast has left a large crater 
at the site.” 

It said the explosion, at 11.30 
am (0830 GMT), was caused by a 
gas leak in an underground gas 
distribution chandler. It destroyed 
several cars and gutted at least 15 
houses and shops. 

One eyewitness said: **0116 
four-storey Molding has com- 
pletely collapsed and burnt. Eves 
the steel beams were twisted. 

Wtofows were smashed to tail- 
dings np to 50 metres away and 
curtains ware charred or burnt by 
the blast. 

Police cordoned off the area. 
Staff of Tehran’s governor set np 
temporary offices where local 
residents filled in forms listing 
damage to their property. 


End monopoly, 
urges Najib 

KABUL, March 18, (AP): President 
Najib called today for Afghanistan's 
ruling party to give up its monopoly 
on power, the official Bakhtar news 

agency reported. 

In a speech to the party's policy- 
making central committee, Najib 
also proposed convening a grand 
assembly of government and social 
leaders to change the constitution, 
Bakhtar reported. 

The news agency said the party 
committee also removed 24 members 
from its ranks following the failed 
coup attempt earlier this month by 
then-defence minister Shah Nawaz 
TauaL 


Policeman International intelligence agencies deny Bazoft was a spy 

LONDON. March 18, (AP): International don't want you here.*' against espionage and aggression," said a joint 

I , -J intelligence agenews have categorically denied 1 D Moscow, a Soviet television commentator communique released shortly after President Sad- 

ennT nPnn Iraq’s allegations thai executed journalist Farad Yevgeny Kiselyov said yesterday that Iraq's execu- dam Hussein returned from talks in Saudi Arabia 

U I I V v VA v/ww Bazoft was a spy, the newspaper he wrote tor tion of Bazoft went against the norms of behaviour with King Fahd. 

SRINAGAR, Much 18, ^el^i^Conservatiye lawmaker reiterated his ‘“a Tehra^^i>er today described Iranian- « 


(Reuter): Kashmiri militants 
fighting for independence shot 
dead a policeman in Anantnag, 
55 km (34 miles) south of Srin- 
agar, today, police said. 

Police said masked gunmen 
shot Gulam Hassan from dose 
range, while he was patrolling a 

street. ... .... , 

On Saturday night, militants 

killed two people. 


LONDON. March 18, (AP): International 
intelligence agencies have categorically denied 
Iraq's allegations that executed journalist Farzad 
Bazoft was a spy, the newspaper he wrote For 
reported today. 

But one Conservative lawmaker reiterated his 
opinion that Bazoft probably worked for Israel and 
another said dbejournalistdescrved his (ate because 
he knew the risks and possible consequences of 
what he was doing. 

Nearly 200 people, many of them journalists on 
the weekly Observer newspaper, hew a silent, 90- 
minute vigil outside the Iraqi embassy in West 
London to protest Bazolt’s banging last Thursday. 

A kmc pro-Iraqi demonstrator carrying a doth 
banner proclaiming “No place for spies and 
traitors ui Iraq” was led away by police after 
members of the vigil shouted “go home” and “we 


don't want you here.’’ 

In Moscow, a Soviet television commentator 
Yevgeny Kiselyov said yesterday that Iraq’s execu- 
tion of Bazoft went against the norms of behaviour 
in die civilised world. 

A Tehran newspaper today described Iranian- 
born Bazoft, as a mercenary who had sold his pea to 
theWesL 

The hardline Jomhurr EsJarni said m a coalmen- _ 
tary titled "Theconsequenceofbeinga mercenary” 
that writing had its place but “in the absence of 
commitment, the writer will sell his honour, reputa- 
tion, faith, nationality and everything.” 

Saudi Arabia today backed Iraq's action in 
executing Bazoft. an official statement in Baghdad 
said. 

■'Saudi Arabia expressed support for Iraq's 
measures which were adopted to protect its security 


against espionage and aggression,” said a joint 
communique released shortly after President Sad- 
dam Hussein returned from talks in Saudi Arabia 
with King Fahd. 

The communique “stressed Iraq's right to exer- 
cise all measures that guarantee the protection of its 
society against any attempt aimed at harming its 
security and stability.” 

“The discussions touched on foreign media 
reports about measures taken by Iraq towards the 
spy Farzad Ba 20 ft who Iraq affirmed admitted to 
spying for Israeli intelligence and was legally tried 
in line with Vienna agreements,'’ the communique 
carried by Baghdad Radio and the Saudi Press 
Agency said. 

The sratemeiiL followed Western condemnation 
of the banging. 


Supermarket fire 
kills 15 in Tokyo 


TOKYO. March 1 8, (UPI): Fire 
roared through the upper two 
floors of a five-storey discount 
department store filled with 
weekend shoppers in a northern 
suburb of Osaka today, killing 1 2 
employees and three boys, and 
seriously injuring six other peo- 
ple, police and fire officials said. 

One 12-year-old boy survived 
a miraculous jump from a 
fourth-storey window to escape 
the inferno, they said. 

. Authorities said the dead were 
all axphyxiated as they ate lunch 
in.the employees' dining room or 
played video arcade games in an 
adjacent area on the top floor of 
the “Big Off” Nagaskiya dis- 
count department store in 
Amagasaki city just north of 
Japan's second largest city of 
Osaka. 

Fire officials said the blaze of 
unknown origin erupted just 
after noon on the fourth floor of 
the discount store, which 
featured bedding, draperies and 


linen. 

A shopper who first spotted 
the fire notified an employee, 
who immediately sounded the 
fire alarm. 

Although employees safely 
evacuated some 14 people shop- 
ping on the fourth floor and 
scores of others on the floors 
below, the fire quickly shot to the 
top floor, engulfing the 
employees' cafeteria and nearby 
arcade centre in heavy smoke 
and flames 

Police and fire officials said the 
bodies of all 15 victims were 
found on the upper floor. 

They said the three boys who 
died — believed aged from 10 to 
12 — may have succumbed as 
they played video arcade games. 

Police said the dead workers 
— 10 women and two men — 
were all found in the employees 
dining area. 

The smoke engulfed the area 
so quickly it appeared they had 
little chance to escape, they said. 



Smoke blows up into the air from a fire in a five-storey supermarket in Japan ‘s 
western city ot Amagasaki on Sunday. (Reuter wirephoto) 



SOME GCC countries have allowed Gulf citizens to own 
property in those countries. Unfortunately, some of these coun- 
tries have placed obstacles before implementing their decision. 
They have restricted the size of area that can be owned: another 
precondition is that the investor must own a private residence 
which cannot be sold for at least eight years. 

Perhaps, other conditions might be added later tike if a person 
wants to sell his property, he must give the property to the 
municipality or simply donate it to an orphanage and so on ... 

Why is it so complicated in some GCC states while the 
property issue is uncomplicated in other member countries? To 
these countries, we say, if they want to buy the British Queen's 
palace, now they can, as it has been offered for sale without 
preconditions. 

Zahed Matar 
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T aiwanese rally for reforms 
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ARABTlME^MOiypAY; 


TAIPEI, March 18, (A P): More than Police said there were about 10,000 


protesters, but reporters at the scene 
estimated the crowd at more than 20,000, 
many of whom were onlookers. 

In a reference to theelderiy Nationalists 
who control the electoral college, prote- 
sters shouted, “old thieves, step down** 
mid “people elect the presdient-*' Demon- 
strators beat drums and gongs to galvanize 
the crowd. 

Leaders of the opposition Democratic 
Progressive Party, which organised the 


electoral college that will choose Taiwan's 
president this week. 

The protest was the largest demonstra- 
tion in Taiwan since the lifting of martial 
law in 1987 and highlighted growing anger 
with a political system largely dominated 
by aging members of the ruling Nationalist 
Party born on mainland China. 


dem onstration, called on President Lee 
Teng-Hui to dissolve the electoral college, 
known as the National Assembly, and 
allow general presidential elections. 

The 668 eld eriy Nationalist deputies in 
the 752-seat National Assembly were elec- 
ted on the Chinese mainland before 1949, 

when they fled toTaiwan afterlosinga dvi] 

war to communist forces. 

The deputies, many in their 80s and 90s, 

have been frozen in office to support the 
Nationalist claim to still be tbe legitimate 


government of China. They have rejected 
calls that they retire. 

An attempt by some of the deputies to 
expand the power of the assembly to allow 
it to annually review laws passed by die 
legislature has added to public dissatisfac- 
tion. 

“This park will become another Tianan- 
men Square if tbe ruling party still refuses 
to listen," said opposition party chairman 
Huang Hsin-Chieh, referring to last year's 
pro-democracy protests in China. 


200 young Thai 
workers died 


in their sleep 

SINGAPORE, March 18, 
(AP): About 200 young Thai 
workers in Singapore have 
died in their step over the 
past seven years, it was repor- 
ted today. 

The report in the Sunday 
Tunes appeared one day after 
the Health Ministry said it 
had asked US health officials 
to help find out what had 
caused the deaths of 28 Thai 
construction workers. 

The US Centre for Disease 
Control in Atlanta, Georgia 
informed Singapore that 
sjmilar cases of sudden death 
among Southeast Asian 
refugees have been reported 
since February 1981. Such 
deaths have also been repor- 


ted in Japan, the Philippines 
and T haila nd 


an d T haila nd 

The report said the cause of 
the deaths is being inves- 
ti gated, but some believe it 
was linked to the Thai work- 
ers eating rice cooked in 
poJyvynal chloride; or FVC, 

^The Health Ministry said 


The Health Ministry said 
yesterday that the first death 
occurred in 2 983 and about 20 
deaths have occurred each 
year since then among the 
Thai workers. 


India to complete 


pullout this week 


Tough 
China 
note to 



IPKFexita victory for Premadasa [ flcltiOn 


TRINCOMALEE, Sri 
Lanka, March 18, (AP): An 
Indian military commander 
today declared India's 2-1/2- 
year military intervention in 
Sri Lanka a success and said 
the last soldier would leave the 
island by the end of the week, 

“The aim was to bring nor- 
malcy for the democratic process 
to go through, and it .went 
through,” said Lieut Gen, 
Amaijtt Singh Kalkat, comman- 
der of India's Peacekeeping 
Force in Sri Lanka. 

“If the weather remains as it is, 
I expect to pull out the last con- 
tingent on March 24,” Kalkat 
tola reporters at an army camp 
near T rincomalee. 

Political sources in Colombo 
indicated that the pullout of the 
IPKF from Sri Lankan soil is a 
major political victory for 


President Ranasinghe Prema- 
dasa who after taking over the 
presidency called upon the 
Indian government to pull out 
the IPKF from Sri Innkan soil. 

The peacekeeping operation 
initially was intended to superv- 


ise a surrender of arms by Tamil 
guerrillas who had been fighting 
for autonomy against Sn Lan- 


ka's ^ inhalesps dn minated gov- 
ernment. 

An initial force of about 2,000 
soldiers arrived in Sri Lanka on 
July 30, 1987. 

But the largest Tamil fighting 
force, the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam, turned its guns on 
the Indian peacekeepers. Up to 
1 25,000 Indian troops eventually 
came to Sri Lanka to fight a jun- 
gle war with the Tamil Tiger 
guerrillas. 

A phased withdrawal began in 
1989, and by mid-March only 


about 5,500 Indian soldiers 
remained in northeastern Sri 
Lanka, where most of the 
island's Tamil minority lives. 

Last year, imdera new govern- 
ment headed by President 
Ranasinghe Premadasa, Sri 
Lanka opened negotiations with 
the Tamil Tigers. The guerrilla 
group refused to lay down its 
arms but said it would enter the 
political mainstream. 

Tiger guerrillas have been 
moving into areas vacated by the 
departing Indian force. 

Kalkat told reporters the 
Indian forces learned several les- 
sons, mrih»ding the importance 
of harmonising military and 
political objectives. 

According to Kalkat, the 
Indians lost 1,155 men and the 
Tigers lost 2,220 since October 
1987, when the peacekeeping 
mission launched an offensive. 


BEUING, March 18, (Agencies): 
China's leaders assembled today to 
dehveratcmgh message to the nation, 
caDing for political stabiEty as testing 
anniversaries of anti-government 
protests approach. 

President Yang Shangkun led 
Communist Party and government 


leaders into Bening's Great Hall of 
che People For the annual session of 


Khmer Rouge move camps back into Cambodia 


che People for the annual session of 
tbe Chinese People’s Political Con- 
sultative Conference, which acts as 
their advisory body. 

Several octogenarians had Co be 
assisted to tbcir seats on the rostrum 
and 81 -year-old conference Chair- 
man Li Xianman was helped to his 
feet for tbe national anthem. 

Tbe conference work report 
delivered to about 2,000 delegates 
said their first task was to “preserve 
and develop political stability and 
unity'’ in the wake oflast year's mass 
demonstrations. 

“We must take a dear-cut stands, 
and resolutely straggle with the des- 
tructive activities of hostile forces 
inside and outside China,*' the report 
said. 


O-TAPOK, Cambodia, March 18, (Reuter): 
Khmer Rouge guemllas have moved their families 
back into Cambodia from secret camps in Thailand 
and are building new rear bases in tbe forests for 
their war against the Vietnamese-backed govern- 
ment. 

Tbeexodusof about 20,000 women, children, old 
people and wounded began two months ago and 
appeared to be completed this weekend, according 
to the Khmer Rouge and relief officials in the Thai 
bonier town of AranyapratheL 

In O-Tapok. a few steps across tbe frontier in the 


bush some' 20 km (12 miles) from Aianyapratbec, 
Khmer Rouge soldiers wearing Chinese fatigues 
and rubber sandals were building huts. 

Tbe women and hordes of children seen near the 
huts seemed cheerful and gave no impression they 
were there against their wifi. 

One soldier. MitTon, said he returned from the 
frontline three days ago to rest and see his wife and 
two children. 


headaches but malaria — tbe scourge of this border 
area — had not hit, be said. 


The children were told not to play in tbe forest 
because it was heavily mined. A number of 


explosions were hard during this visit but h was 
explained that these were fisbemen using grenades 
instead of nets.- 


They had enough food but were short of 
medicine. The children suffered from fevers and 


The move from the camps in Thailand — whose 
locations were not widely known — was prompted 
largely by Thai government concern, Thai and 
relief sources said. 


It denounced last year's student- 
led democracy movement, which 
drew millions on to the streets across 
China as a “counter- revolutionary 
rebellion’' plotted by a small number 
of people pursuing “bourgeois 
liberalism” — the party's catch- 
phrase for Western political values. 

“It’s very hardline,” commenttti a 
sente diplomat. “There are do con-, 
cessions. The nvsMy is urnty," be 
said, pointing to the leaders on the 
rostrum. 


leftists into a new popuBst party. 

The party has given up its 
long-standing call for a socialist 
revolution, and party officials 
say they now seek to tom the 
party into a social democratic 
party. 

The party has also acknowled- 
ged the security treaty with the 
Untied States and Japan’s armed 
forces despite its traditional 
stance of aiming for unarmed 
neutrality. 

“We know what our short- 
comings are as a party to govern 
the country,** said Sukio 
I watare, a member of the party’s 
Central Committee; inchargeof 
policy matters. “So why not rev- 
ise them? We must ears the trust 
of tbe people first in order to 
become a party capable of gover- 
ning the country." 


political analyst - "And the very 
first thing they have t&dois to get 
rid of its unpopular radical stan- 
ces, which worries not Only con- 
servative people butalsothegen- 
eral public” .... ... . 

- He added that so manypeople 
voted for the Liberal Democratic 
Party in the parliamentary elec- 
tion for the lower houseFeb 18 
not because they support the 
Conservative Party becausethey 
lack confidence in the Socialist 
Party becauseof its radical leftist 
stances. 

On Thursday, Socialist Party 
leaddrs agreed to delete its long- 
standing call for the. “socialist 
revolution” from the party** 
constitution desptesome persis- 
tant resistance from the party s 
left-wing factions. . /; / 

Instead, the new constitutfpn, 
which was drafted Thursday and. 
expected to be adopted at the 
party’s convention in early April, 
dearly defines the party , as ahor 

mg for so cial dem ocracy j 

“It is a dear Sign that the 
Socialists .'are trying to. present 


Analysts said recent modifica- 
tions of stances by Japan's lar- 


tions of stances by Japan’s lar- 
gest opporitionparty reflects the 
party’s determination to leave 
behind its image as die-hard left- 
wing radicals and turn into a 
populist party. 

A wave of democratisatioa 
that swept Eastern Europe since 
late last year prompted the party 
to take stum measures rather 


themselves to- the public a 'a ,: a 
party trustworthy ofcontxoffing 


party trustworthy oLcoutroffing 
the government,” said Satsuki 
Eda. ' A:- -5 ’.V.-. 


Bingo Day 4 
15 3 42 62 


Filipirie^Ag 
kingpin killed 


REQUIRED SALESMAN 


Minimum five years weB experienced promoting 
ready-made garments in Kuwait market 
On salary & commission basis. Knowledge of 
English & Arabic essential. 


MANILA, March (Reuter): 
Police shot dead a suspected Philip- 
pine drag ford who is also alleged to 
have financed, army rebels involved 
in coup, attempts against President 
Corazon Aquipo, • -■ 


Please apply with bio-data to: 

P.O.Box: 25550 Safat 
13116 - Safat - Kuwait 


PoKcesaid h apect JoscOyson was 
being taken by van to National. 
Buraia of Investigation headquar- 
ters ' for questioning, <m Saturday 
night wbenhe grabbed a gnard'sgon. - 
Another policeman shot kini twice m 
the temple, they said. " 


Oyson, also known as Don Pepe,' 
was the28th on a list of alleged drug 
traffickers to be killed since fhe fist 
’ was rdeasedto the media last year By 
Senator Ernesto Herroa. • 







amentslogans __ 

m- ana, aspersed 
ariestingat 




Female supporters of Taiwan's main opposition Democratic Progressive Party 
fight with riot police' in front of President Lee TenghuFs residence in Taipei. 

. . (Reuter wi rephoto) - , 


When foe French wish to qualify persons of foe highest renown in their field, ora product of foe best quality ora 
culinary delight they use foe words “la creme de la creme” or the “Cream of foe Cream”. 

The French know what they are talking about French cuisine is famous and cream is used by chefs the world 
over to create a number of their most delicious dishes. 

Try KDD thick cream for your breakfast treats, in your soups and sauces, in your savouries and your sweets and 
as a topping to KDD ice-cream. You’ll love it 


election raters 


MR? 




The. Associations e&' Frecjl 
Democrats, twmn edMthrWttf 
Germany’s , Ub«^ :;<FnK- 




ster six to eight per centm 
forecasts; ’• 

; If- this was rirflocfotf m’ 




Only foe very best 



whera abdut lSO ri^fet^East?/ 
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v LANGLEY. BriftA rntmuM^ 

• Takmgukuktes to Hawaii sounds 
about as misplaced as shipping 
coals to-Newcastte. •. 

.• . But that is whai 25 Yancouver- 
^area students. aged 9 to 19, are 
..doing this week. 

, “Even though the akidefe is the 
i key instrument in their soaety — 

-. it’s as Hawaiian as the grass start 

.•-the school authorities over there 
want u> team the Canadian teaching 
r ; raethods.we use which are so 
successful," said Peter Lwngo, vice 
-principal and music specialist at 
c Alice Brown Ekamrtmy. 
v - The school has become so skilled 

*. at teaching the four-stringed, 
guitarfike instrument that word has 
c reached Hawaii 

The ukulele, introduced from 
jfrortugal into the Hawaiian islands 
- about 1879, was first used in 
. Canadian schools in the maritime 
provinces about 20 years ago to 
■ ft mch music, he said. 

“It came to Langley about 15 
; years ago and we got some really 
' keen kids,'’ he said. “1 picked up the 
: programme when I came here and 
: developed a senior honour group.” 

I The students have played in 
r concerts across Canada and will pay 
1 for most of the 10-day trip 
beginning Thursday. 

“We will.be given a lot or 
:■ hospitality but well be goiug to 
schools that are very meagre 
; compared to ours and I think our 
students will learn a lot about the 
.Other side of Hawaii — it's not all 
j$Iush hotels/' Luongo said. (API 

NEW YORK: Jeaa Qirfgley , The 
astrologer whose advice to former 
First Lady Nancy Reagan -reportedly 
set the president's schedule, says she 
is finished with the Reagans. 

“When you're that friendly with 
someone and they just cut you of ... 
it borders on the incredible.” 

Quigley said in an interview in Fame 
magazine's April issue. 

The title of Quigley's new book. 
What Does Joan Say? is what 
Ronald Reagan is said to have asked 
his wife after her telephone 
consultations with the astrologer 
during the Reagans’ White H< 


years 

The disclosure that Mrs 

consulted an astrologer made 
1 white house the butt of 


„ _:es. 

iyffiyidid Quigley write the 
a lit biography ana blast her former 
clients?. . 

-‘I felt I had played an important 
role in die administration,” she 
said. “I had to stand up for 
reputable astrologers. *’ (AP) 


Di shakes hands with a leper 
during a visit to the Molai leprosy 
hospital. {Reuter wirephoto) 


Korean 

Spouses 

/reunited 

TOKYO. March 18. (AP): A 62- 
year-old South Korean woman 
was reunited with her husband 
who defected to Communist 
North Korea 40 years ago during 
the Korean war, press reports 
said today. 

The emotional reunion 
occurred last night when the 
woman hugged her 63-ycar-old 
husband. So bn Young-Chong. 
after handing over a bunch of 
flowers from his homeland, 
accordingly the mass-circulation 
Yomi uri Shim bun newspaper. 
The Yomiuri said Sohn left bis 

home as a college student in Seoul 

and vohmtcb. sd f «r the North 
Korean army in 1950, when 
North invaded the South, trigger- 
ing a three-year war. 

He now has another wife and 
six children in North Korea, 
according to Yonhap, the South 
Korean news agency. Hemet hs 
first wife during an oflkaaDy- 
irrqded tour as a North Korean 


Historian. 

“Now, I have nothing more io 

bedesired.becauselhavemetmy 

husband thought to be dead, tne 

woman was quoted as saying m 


Yonhaosaidshe was pregnant 

whenherhusbai^tefttl^y 011 * 
after their marriage. 

VASHINGTQN: Water T- Bidder, 
i former member of the KmgK ■ 

tidier. If*-., board of directors, who 
tad also- ran the information service 

or the MaishaB plan in Paris, has 

lied. He was 72. 

Kidder died Saturday at h*ho®e 
a suburban Washington, alter 
ongiBwss.(AP) w m 

AGOS^ British roydsPrig* 

. . — TlfaraMl test 


Lagps on U~ , - . , 

hospital on the brink or the . 
desert in northern Nigeria. 

The vish to Molai Leprosy 

sass^r&V*- 

the royal couple. (AJ) 



Mongolia’s rock group Honkh 


N. Enhbair (left) and S. Tsogtsaihan, two members of Mongolia's most 
popular rock group, Honkh. work on their equipment in a studio March 
16. The band's songs are critical of the ruling Communist Party and 
have been adopted by many new democratic parties as anthems 
calling for political change. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Kangaroo with pacemaker dies 

SAN FRANCISCO, March 18, (AP): Skippy, a San Francisco zoo 
kangaroo that received a pacemaker in a ftrst-cif-its-kind operation, has 
died of complications from a weak heart, zoo officials said. 

The 7-year-old red kangaroo died Wednesday at the University of 
California at Davis Veterinary Hospital where she had been transferred 
after the March 5 surgery. 

Zoo director Phil Arnold said that even with the pacemaker. Sldppy's 
heart contractions weren't strong enough to move blood through her 
body. 

Veterinarians decided to try a pacemaker when they discovered the 
anhnaTs heart rate was slow and dropping. 

A team of cardiologists led by Dr John Langbert of the University of 
Calif orma-San Francisco Medical School performed the operation. The 
pacemaker was donated. 

“The pacemaker implant was a first for a kangaroo,” said Arnold. 
“We had hoped that the surgery would have prolonged her life and are 
saddened by the loss.*’ 


MERIDLVN, Mississippi: When 
Hartley Peavey throws a birthday 
party, he expects a little feedback. 

Peavey expects more than 1,000 
guests from all SO states and several 
foreign countries to attend the 25th 
anniversaiy party for his Maridia>- 
based company Peavy Electronics, 
famed for its rock *n' roll amplifiers. 


said Peavey already has booked half 
of Meridian's 1,400 hotel rooms for 
the June 12-14 event, and may need 
more. The LaunderdaJe county 
tourism commission estimates the 


PARIS: A major museum focusing 
on life in medieval France is to be 
built next to the historic cathedral in 
charters, according to a plan 
presented Tuesday to P remier 
Mkfael RocanL 

Chartres Depnty Mayor Georges 
Lemoine said after meeting with 
Rocard that the museum would 
feature exhibits dealing with 
religious art, literature, the 
crusades, and daily life in the middle 



[economy. 

Most guests will be dealers and 
distributors of Peavy products, 
which the prirately owned company 

exports to 1 02 countries. Pea vey - 
also hasa plant in Britain and 
distribution centres in Canada and 

the Netherlands. (AP) 

* *• 

MELBOURNE, Florida: Hundreds 
of thousands of college spring 
vacationers are descending off : ? 
Florida for birer and bOrinis, but 1^ 7 
American University students are 
spending the week helping to buQd 
bouses for' the needy. 

The eight men and nine.women 
who arrived Sunday from 
Washington, DC-, are putting in 
right-hour work days, eating at 
churches and spending the night in 
stemang bags on the floor of the 
Holy Trinity Episcopal Oiordi. . 

“This group really wants to 
wort," said Joy Wnaid-WtHford, 
project director for the South 
Brevard Habitat for Humanity. 
“They came with their hammers 
and toob and t^rir nail aprons on. 
They were all darted out” (AP) 


He suggested the museum coaid 
be a centre for symposiums on die 
middle ages and for performances, 
perhaps including concerts of 
Gregorian chants. (AP) 

NAIROBI: Poachers have killed 57 
African elephants in just one game 
part since January, director of 
Kenyan wildlife services Richard 
Leakey said Saturday. 

Leakey, interviewed by the 
Standard newspaper, blamed - - 
Britain's derision Jan 17, to allow 
Hoik Kong to sell off ivoiy stocks, 
for the alarming upsurge in elephant 
poaching, which further threatens 
. the heavily endangered species. 

w"> 

ZURICH, Switzerland: A pointing 

by Vincent Van Gogh valued at SI. 8 

million has been reported stolen 
from a customs warehouse, police 
said Monday. 

Wheat Firid with Shocks, dated 
1888, was to be shown to a potential 
buyer Friday but the safe 
containing it was found to be 
empty, poiicesaid. 

The safe was not damaged, and 
the frame was found in a nearby 
closet, they said. (AP) 
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REQUIRED 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

for a leading company, should have 

THE FOLLOWING QUALIFICATIONS: 

bilingual 

_ MINIMUM THREE YEARS EXPERIENCE 

_ TYPING— aramc/engush 

_ A TRANSFERABLE RESIDENCE. 

QUALIFIED candidates to send resume wh a 

RECENT PHOTOGRAPH TO: 

PERSONNEL MPT. 

REF.PEICO 
P.O. BOX 4089 
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The British Council 

The BC Library 
2AI ArabiSt. 
Mansouriyah 


“Children’s Books 
of the Year 1989” 

An Exhibition of books 
arranged by 


THE BRITISH COUNCIL 
in association with 
The Kuwait Bookshop 
10-22 Mar 1990 


Beach battle 
pits nudists 
against 
small birds 

SOUTH KINGSTOWN. Rhode 
Islan d, March 18. (AP): The only 
frolicking the US government warns 
onamxte beach in Rhode Island is by 
a small group of birds whose exis- 
tence is considered threatened. 

Tim US Fish and Wildlife Service 
has derided that the secluded and 
popular Moonstone Beach will be 
offoimiu for nude sunbathers this 
summer in order to protect the tiny 


[consume has been the only spot 
on the 420- mile (675- km) Rhode 
Island coast — and one of few along 
the New England shore — where 
nudists can sun themselves. 

But federal officials and environ- 

entcr, Jj^pming plover leaves. The 
bud is hstrel on the federal endan- 
gered species list as threatened, a step 
away from (he designation of endan- 
gered. 

“The human activity serves as a 
distraction to the plovers,'* said 
James Kurth, manager of the T cus- 
tom Pond National Wildlife Refuge, 
which includes Moonstone Beach. 
“They’re constantly moved away 
from their breeding grounds.” He 
died a University of Massachusetts 
study more than a decade ago that 
showed plovers will leave an area 
where humans congregate. 

Nudists see the battle over the bird 
as a subterfuge to the underlying 
issue; they claim the government 
wants beaches in the northeastern 
United States free of nude sunbath- 
era. 

They also say they can coexist with 
the little bird — and, in fact, have for 
years. 

“It doesn't have anything to do 
with the animal unless the people are 
bothering them," said Ron Laporte 
of Glastonbury, Connecticut, as he 
lounged on a blanket on the sun- 
drenched beach Thursday morning. 
He was bundled in a denim jacket 
against a sea breeze. 



Put it there, pardner! 

Adartcing monkey shakes handswith children after the show to collect money from them on a Delhi 

street yesterday. (Reuter wirephoto) 

Morgan meets daughter Hilary after 3 years 


CHRISTCHURCH, New Zealand, March 18, (Reuter): 
American plastic surgeon Elizabeth Morgan, reunited 
with her daughter yesterday after almost three years, took 
the child to a Sunday church service in the New Zealand 
dry of Christchurch. 

Accompanied by her British- bom mother Antonia, 
Morgan took seven-year-old Hilary Foretich to church in 
Christchurch, where she has lived in hiding since 1988. 

Morgan and her ex-husband Eric Foreucb have fought 
a prolonged and bitter battle for custody of Hilary which 
has attracted enormous interest in the United States. 

A US court jailed Morgan after she refused to allow 
Foretich unsupervised visits to Hilary and sent her into 
hiding. Morgan accuses Foretich of sexually abusing their 


child, charges be vigorously denies. 

Morgan spent more than two years behind bars and was 
released test September only after President George Bush 
signed special legislation to free her. 

In contrast to the media hue and cry after Foretich 
tracked Hilary down in Christchurch test month, only one 
television crew witnessed Sunday’s visit to St Mary's 
Anglican Church, where the child and her grandparents 
are regular parishioners. 

“It was a normal Sunday service. There were no special 
arrangements,” said Reverend Blair Robertson, vicar ofSt 
Mary’s. Robertson said that be had had no warning that 
Elizabeth Morgan would be joining her daughter. 
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Killer bee 
threatens 
honeybee 
business 

BATON ROUGE. Louisiana, 
March 18. (AP): With kilter bees 
approching US borders, scientists 
are looking for a slave for the hon- 
eybee industry to take the economic 
sting out of die invasion. 

Reports of swarming Africa nised 
bees attacking small children and 
large animals have bee-keepers 
worried — not so much about 
sometimes deadly bites as about the 
way Lhey earn their living. 

“Beekeepers will go out of busi- 
ness .... rather than go through all of 
this ordeal." said Donald O'Neill, 
president of the Louisiana Beek- 
eepers Association. “People will not 
want to let them have locations to 
place their bees because people are 
afraid of the Africaniscd bee.” 

Much of the research underway at 
the US Agriculture Department's 
honeybee breeding, genetics and 
physiology laboratory at Louisiana 
Slate U Diversity is focused on protec- 
ting the gene pool of the domes- 
ticated European honeybee arid tea- 
ching the public how to avoid the 
aggressive Africaniscd honeybee. 

Bees help pollinate more than 100 
crop plants in the United States, 
including almonds, apples, water- 
cress and white clover. 

“Every third mouthful of food or 
drink you t?'- is there because of 
honeybees,” ^ ird Hellmich, 
a research entomuiugist at the hon- 
eybee lab. 

At the small lab in a pasture dotted 
with beehives researchers examine 
Africanised bees, t tying to expose the 
secrets of genetics, identification and 
behaviour. 

The Africanised bee — scientists 
dislike the sensational “kilter bee” 
moniker — could wing into Brown- 
sville. Texas, in the next few months. 
The bees have migrated 200-300 
miles (320-480 km) a year. 


WHEN YOU’VE BEEN 
ON TOP FOR OVER 30 YEARS 
YOU CAN ONLY GO 



Legendary toughness is now combined with new comfort and luxury. 


When you've been on top foruver 30 years and 
you've gone over, under, across and through 
some of the toughest terrain in the world - in 
and out of places that would leave tile average 
4WD spinning its wheels - there's only one 

way to go. 

Introducing die all- new Land Cruiser Station 
Wagon and the beginning of a new era in un- 
and off-road motoring. 

With the bind of comfort and luxury you'd 
only expect to find in the comfort of a luxury 
car. And the kind of reliability and endurance 


that only cranes with a legendary Toyota Land 
Cruiser 

Boldly redesigned with smooth rounded 
lines. Rowcrfulfy built with a tough-riding 
chassis. And incredibly smooth with a new coll 
spring suspension. 

It's ready to takeyou tu the heights of society. 
Or the heights of the Himalayas. With style, 
elegance, strength and power. 

So if you've always believed thar what goes 
up must come down, visit your Toyota dealer 
today and get ready to disprove the law of gravity. 
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INTERNATIONAL 


Gorbachev defends his reforms 

. ... ruith anntiw nnlicv ” Gorbachev said in President Bush sent Gorbachev a ines- nnrhachev took office four days after 


But Gorbachev, who reaffirmed his 


r-- . — „ - shall use my presioenuai powers aou vc ou « eiseawne m uk naiub icgivu, 

ran ^pposed in foe who reaffirmed his at his news cpntonee hin- ffi of t^-untry have been tom b y 

secret balloting late aUeriance to communism, later told repor- ted that his June 1 8m ™^^ 5?^ AfteT Gorbachev’s swearing hi, the 

Congress of People s Deputies, m exoect anv immediate, dramatic produce an even larger agreement than Use ncreS s of People’s Deputies passed a 

from the election with a comfortabk mar- pK * pact the two presidents expect to sign declaring Lithuania’s mdepa£ 

gin of ^victory Th "!*‘»' but hardly “ m ”^ e point is not to surprise the work) raJucmg Wed- denee dectoSSnSlmday “0011 an dvoi d 
overwhelming mandate. , . . initiatives but to carry out what Gorbachevas victory was wal® - aiK j envois “the sov e reignty of the Soviet 

assart i&sss aMassa-T - -” 

bsbkskskks ffi&tairaUsJ gjajiaaaaag s; 

Er panic, let alone replacing perestroika person 1 w ril be. . PP ' 


Maggie won’t give up 

‘I’ll fight every inch of the way’ to win polls 


V 




LONDON, March 18, (Reuter): A defiant Prune Minister Margaret 
Thatcher, under pressure from inside and outride her Conservative 
Party, launched a determined counter-attack against her critics today 

and vowed to fight on as Britain's leader. _ . . . 

Despite opinion polls showing the party is fading for its worst by- 
election defeat in more than half a century next Thursday, she pledged 
to ‘‘fight every inch of the way” to win a fourth successive general 
election victory. 

Thatcher and the Con- l 
servative Party, in power since 
1979, are losing support because 
of unpopular economic policies I 

and worries about reforms of the I 

state-run national health service. I 
Inflation* remains stubbornly I 

high, despite a tough policy of 
high interest rates, and a new 
local tax — the community 
charge or “poll tax” — has 
provoked nationwide protests 

that have often degenerated into 

near-riots. _ . 

The annual budget, unveiled 
next Tuesday by Chancellor of 
(he Exchequer John Major, is 
seen as crucial for the govern- 
ment’s future prospects. 

Thatcher acknowledged the 
government was now unpopular 
because ofhigb interest rates and I 
the poll tax but insisted her 
policies were right. M 

“This is not a poor country, I 
she said. 

Opinion polls today showed 

the Conservatives face a crushing 
defeat by the opposition Labour 
Party in next Thursday’s by-elec- 
tion in the Mid-Staffordshire Large crowds galher to wave Lilhuai 
constituency. 

A survey in the Independent 

on Sunday newspaper said 56 per RefOITTiei 

cent would vote Labour against 

26 per cent for the Conservatives __ _ - 

who won the seat comfortably in fi j j VI 

the last general election in 1987. ■ ■ I I I | 

A second poll in the Sunday ■ ■ 

Times showed Labour with 55 

per cent and the Conservatives MOSCOW, March 18, (Reuter) 
with 29 per cent. Reformers were expected to tab 

Political analysts believe the control of parliaments m Estonia am 

Conservative’s economic 1 Latvia and in key Soviet capitals a 

ppljcies are losing them many of 

their natural supporters, par- ^ expccXeA u> add to the heads 
ticularly among the skilled work- ches 0 f Soviet President Mikhai 

ing classes. Gorbachev as he tries to control th 

Press reports last week said as rebel republic of Lithuania, whfc 
many as a quarter of Con- has appealed for world rccognitio 
servative Members of of its week-old declaration c 

Parliament wanted Thatcher to independence. . , _ 1A . . . 

. j _____ iiniff-irgi »t|a Mpri | Votfln id L i thuania i Baltic neigi 

step down before the next elec- Estonia and Latvia, wo 

t 10 ^- almost certain to dect parliament 

A former defence secretary, I t haf would follow its lead and pies 
Michael Heseltine, is mounting a harel for independence, 

thinly disguised campaign for the I in Latvia's capital. Riga, moi 
future party leadership although 1 than 150,000 people staged a rally c 
he has said he will not challenge Saturday calling for the republic 1 

T hatc her become “free and democratic, tl 

Thatcher dismissed rumours pro-independence popular ftoi 

Membcre of Parliament. Qje second round of local ar 

“I do not believe there are republic elections was taking plac 

many doing that,” she said, "The reformers were well-placed to win 

majority have stayed remarkably majority in cities including Moscow 

loyal” Leningrad and Kiev. 

But a senior Conservative con- However voter turnout w; 

party was iMldng to 

possible changes in the way it no texcitemuch public interest, ma 

elects it leader following an mg tentey's results hard to predict, 
unsuccessful but embarrassing Red flags flutiered outride poDn 
challenge of Thatcher from stations around Moscow today b 
within the party last year. there was no early rush to vote. 


“We have the best direction, the best vision and the 
to our guns,” Thatcher said m an interview with the Sunday Express 
newspaper. 

The next general election, which she must call before mid- 1992, 

**•?! h^^w^feSd^ctions tough. I never assumed that we would 
win,” she said. “We fight every inch of the way. 


Mongolia 

leaders 

promise 

elections 

ULAN BATOR, March 18, 
(AP): A leading instigator of 
Mongolia’s leap toward demo- 
cracy, a graduate student named 
Zorig, wore only the slightest of 
smiles on what appeared to be a 
day of great trinmph for bis four- 
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Lai^e crowds galher to wave Lithuanian flags and p^^ntol the Lithuanian Supreme Soviet in Vilnius. (Reuter 

Reformers may control'^ Soviet republics 

Polls trouble brewing 

Reformers were expected to take Soviets woo Lithuanians 

AAKimlnr narligmi>nt«in FctrimaaDu ^ w 


Crisis averted 
as Devi Lai 
changes mind 

(Continued from Page 1) 

and that was that we all work 
together and don't faU apart. The 
people will never excuse us if we 
Fail them, lnsiduous attempts are 
going on to sow seeds of dissen- 
sions amongst us so as to bring 
down this government which was 
functioning smoothly so far and 
had started implementing its 
election pledges with vigour and 
in right earnestness,” the letter 
said. 

The prime minister said the 
party should not allow such 
plans to succeed. “At the same 
time, we have to live up to the 
norms of public life that people 
expect of us and fulfil their 
aspirations. Taking an overall 
view,” he said. _ . , 

Singh also referred to several 
points raised by Devi Lai in a 
long tetter he sent to the prime 
minister Friday an hour after he 
resigned from the cabineL 

The tetter gave the impression 
that Devi Lai’s action was not 
abrupt but the result of a senes of 
decisions calculated to sidetrack 
and humiliate him. “Ever since I 
became deputy prime minister, 
you considered me not as a 
colleague but as a liability,” it is 
reported to have said. 


MOSCOW, March 18, (Reuter): 
Reformers were expected to take 
control of parliaments in Estonia and 
Latvia ana in key Soviet capitals as 
voters went to the polls today. 

The local and republic elections 
were expected to add to the heada- 
ches of Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev as he tries to control the 
rebel republic of Lithuania, which 
has appealed for world recognition 
of its week-old declaration of 
independence. 

Voters in Lithuania's Baltic neigh- 
bours, Estonia and Latvia, were 
almost certain to dect parlia ments 
that would follow its lead and press 
hard for independence. 

In Latvia's capital Riga, more 
• than 1 50,000 people staged a rally on 
Saturday calling for the republic to 
become “Free and democratic,” the 
pro-independence popular front 
said. 

In the Slavic republics of Russia, 
the Ukraine, and Byelorussia, where 
the second round of local and 
republic elections was taking place, 
reformers were well-placed to win a 
majority in cities including Moscow, 
Leningrad and Kiev. 

However, voter turnout was 
crucial to their hopes and the first 

ronnd of the elections on March 4 did 
not excite much public interest, mak- 
ing today’s results hard topredicL 
Red flags fluttered outside polling 
stations around Moscow today but 
there was no early rush to vote. 

“We’ve only had a few dozen peo- 
ple come in here so far and most of 
them were old ladies,” said a polling 
station official in the Taganka region 
of Moscow. 

Only a small percentage of the 

local and republic parliamentary 

seats were filled in the March 4 elec- 
tions, partly because there were so 
man y candidates — more than 20 in 
some districts. 

In the Russian federation, 120 of 
the 1,068 deputies to the republic’s 
parliament were elected two weeks 
ago, with all the other distrtas 
requiring a second round of voting 
between the top two vote-getters. 

The situation was similar in the 
Ukraine, where just 112 of 450 
parliamentarians were elected on 
March 4. In Byelorussia, 98 deputies 
out of 360 were elected, but another 
50 had already been chosen, as 
representatives of public organisa- 
tions. 

Lithuania appealed on Saturday 
for world recognition of its week-old 
declaration of independence in the 
face of Gorbachev's demand that it 
faU back in line. 

Meeting in the capital Vilnius, the 
newly-elected Lithuanian parlia- 
ment and the Baltic republic’s new 
President Vytauias Landsbergis 
issued their appeal “to the govern- 
ments of democratic nations.” 

“An important sign of political 
and moral support would be the 
recognition of the laws and leg- 
islative acts of March 11, 1990, the 
recognition of the new government 
of Lithuania. This we kindly 

^tramc ada^Sto Gorbachev tokJ 

the Lithuanians they had until Mon- 
day to back down firm the dedara- 
tion, which has beat declared invalid 
by the parliament in Moscow. 


new leaders — repberag toe 

whom the opposition successfully 
demanded resign — had. just 


the first time in Mongolia's his- 
ti u n r 

“ft was just as I expected,” 
Zorig said. “They have to 
reform.” 

But now Ins fledgling Mon- 
golian Democratic Party and 
three other opposition parties face 
a new proUnc d ecid i n g if the 
Communist Party is sincere or ts 

mwrfy trying to CQOPt aad control 

the opposition by adopting its 


MOSCOW, March 18, (UPI): Soviet Army helicopteis dropped thousands of 
leaflets yesterday on the Lithuanian capital orvUmus, saymg department's 
recent declaration of independence does not represent the will of the Lithuanian 

P ^^pSam^«ipeakd again to “the governments of democratic 
to recognise Lithuania as a free country, saying such recognition would be an 

£& ptriisnunt of S^rioop 
movements in eastern and southern Lithuania, according to Rm^ Suadol- 
skis, a Voice of America radio correspondent who spoke with United ms 
International by phone from Vilnius. . _ 

“There are manoeuvres of troops in southern Lithuania, Landsb^gis tokl 

UPI by phone after the parliament session. “Soviet troops are also vribiem the 
eastern part of Lithuania. And we have received reports of the transfer of 
paratroops from one region to another.” 

The alk^cd troop movement could not be confirmed independently, ana tnc 
reason for the claimed manoeuvres was unknown. 

The reported activity came one day after Soviet President sentLandsbagis a 
me ssage raving him until tomorrow to respond to a Moscow resolution 
branding the March 11 independence declaration ^ “null and void” and declaring 
that Soviet laws still operate in Lithuania. 

Soviet television said thousands of people m Vflmus rallied in support ol Uior 
new government. The official Tass news agency said “many thousands mthe 
fellow BJtic republic of Latvia demonstrated in the capital or Riga to detnano 
the election of nationalists today in scheduled polls. 

President Gorbachev denied to day he h ad ^P«»c^.ultiniatin^U^ 
nnnia over its declaration of independence «md renewed hisaffer to hoWtalks 
with the rebellious Baltic republic. Deputies from Lithuania beaded to Moscow 
today to answer his call to rescind the move. 



rights. 

On the surface, the forces of 
reform appear to have swept 
through Mongolia’s Stalinist 
political system as swiftly awl 
surely as national hero Genghis 
Khan’s warriors swept through 

Central Asra in the 13th century in 

Mongolia’s last tfory days. 

In tire space of a week, the Moo- 

gofian People’s Party renounced 
its c onstituti onal guarantee of 
power, scheduled a fall part y con- 
gress to make more leadership 

changes and promised to work u 

equal terms with opposition 
groups that want democracy and 
market-style economic reforms. 

It agreed to hold a refe rendum 
on the legitimacy of the current 
legislature, winch rubber stands 
party decisions, and draft a new 
election law. President Jarabyn 
Batmonh and Prime Minister 
Dumaagyn Sodnom offered to 
resign, and the l egM a t me may 
accept their resignations next 
week. 

But the apparatus of69 years of 
coamiiiafet ride remains in place. 
No one has suggested di s ma ntling 
the dread committee of public 
security, Mongolia's KGB. 

Itfa not dear if old ndes,socb las 
the ban on prosdytysiHg outside 
Mongolia's one remaining Buddh- 
ist monastoy, still hold. 

Nor is it dear if the ousted 
leaden are really gone. A hot 
topic among Mongolians was 
whether they would retain their 
official salaries. 

The new party secretary-gen- 
eral Bombogavyn Odnrhat, said 
Thwsday it was too early to set 
forth specific reform plans, alth- 
ough he spoke in broad terms of 
improving economic efficiency. 
He stressed that Mongolia should 
remain socialist. 

Some opposition activists sns 
ect the comnunnata have agreed to 
reform only as a reafistic conces- 
sion to the democratic forces 
sweeping the Sovirt bloc, to which 

Mawg®Sa belongs. The party's 
real intent, they fear, is to retain 
their power. 

As proof, they report that when 
theMougsliaa Democratic Party 
began a taasger strike last week, 
the move thrt triggered the leader- 
ship shuffle, the army was pot on 
alert, although bullets were not 


KARK.ONOSZE NATIONAL 
PARK, Czechoslovakia, March 
1 8, (AP): President Vaclav Havel 
of Czechoslovakia and 
Solidarity leader Lech Walesa 
pledged yesterday to bring 
Europe dose together at their 
first meeting in the mountains — 
where the opposition of both . 
countries forged : a friendship 
yearsago. 

“It is a good thing that these, 
two men finally meet,” said 
Bronislaw Geremek, a Polish 
historian and leader .of the 
Solidarity caucus m parliament. 

Walesa had .declined an 
opportunity to. meet Havel dur- 
ing the Czechoslovak President’s 
official visit to Poland in Jan- 
uary, and the current meeting 
was expected, to lead to an 
exchange of views on the' future 
of Europe. 

Hundreds of Czechoslovak, 
and Polish tourists swarmed 


around helicopters that brought 
Havel and Walesa to the top of 
the Sniezka mountain for their 
meeting. 

During the late 1970s, mem- 
bers of Czechoslovak human 
righ ts movement Charter 77 and 
the Polish Committee for the 
Defence of Workers began meet- 
ing in the mountains that strad- 
dle the border. 

TTiose meetings were mtemip” 

ted in 1981 by the imposition of 
martial law, ‘ which crushed 
Solidarity mid landed many of 
the Polish participants in jaifat a 
• time when Havel and other Cze- 
choslovak activists were also 
serving - time for political 
activities. . •. • 

A joint communique issued 
after dm three-hour meeting on 
the Czechoslovak Side of theoor- 
der called for the two rides to 
“co-ordinate our strivings not ., 
only for democracy and order in 


our countries 

return to Europe ast 

union . of free* mari qns~-anil 

democratic indepemfeaf 

The two ridesi^«igedfq^0riL : 

to co-ordinate :■ 

from totalitamhi^T^^ 

democracy, f. » 

the issue of Getman imity.:®^ 
called for a confem^pn pf ffie7 


' In a packed- ncws confeteaa:® . 
a hotel on the 
border, Havel* 

veteran ‘ dis^aeat L t ^ected' 
president of feechoskn^fcitt qh 
Dec 29, offered a dear^isipiyrf 


by -post-war totalitariaia^;. 

“Smaller nations 
afraid ofbigger natipmanynfepi 


to rival each otlua-, 



)k- 


X-' : ■ .»*?■ 



PRAGUE, March 18, (AP): 
Warsaw Pact foreign ministers, 
reflecting the new diversity of an 
alliance once dominated by Mos- 
cow, failed yesterday to agree 
whether a united Germany 
should be neutral or in Nato. 

Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard A. Shevardnadze stood 
alone in ruling out Nato mem- 
bership for the united Germany, 
Czechoslovak Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Lubos Dobrovsky 

said. _ ... . 

Czechoslovak Foreign Mini- 
ster Jiri Dfcnstbier, who with 
President Vaclav Havel 

advocates dissolution of both 
Nato and the Warsaw Pact, fle- 
shed out that vision in a speech to 

the closed-door session. 

Dienstbier proposed a “pan- 
European security agreement 
policed by a new European 
security commission. 

The basis of . the agreement 
should be that “nobody can 


attack anybody else” and that all 
signatories agree to provide aid, 
including military help, if any 
signatory does come under 
attack, Dienstbier told the meet- 
ing. 

The textofhis speech was later- 
released to reporters. 

.Hungarian Foreign Minister ' 
Gyula Horn, who declined to 
talk to reporters, was said to be 
among those advocating a possi- 
ble rote for Germany in Nato, 
officials at the meeting indicated. 

Horn caused a stir last month 
-by suggesting that Hungary 
night eventually join Nato. His 
statement was swiftly watered 
down by military, and other . 
officials, and Horn last week said 
be could envisage eventual con- 
vergence of Nato and the War- 
saw Pact 

In his own comments to repor- 
ters, Shevardnadze stressed that ; 
the mam question concerning a 
united Germany is the levd of 


armaments. 

Coming on the i eye' 1 ol' ; Ea». . 
Germany's first free -cte rtipos,' ., 
the minis terial me«ting reftecteo ' I 
the growing divex^ame of j^^: 
European nations 5 sc^rrt d. ly . : 
wars with Germany; and:®wii j 
casting off Stalinist vm odelsj r 
imposed by Mqscdw. 

Participants insistedthe-nte«^ 
ing was intended to.dBKusstfjrt^ 
man unity .and its ; iinpacl . ot , 
Europe, rariief than , Tb'^^^; 

agreement pn\dptopfl^ v J^v 

designs for the Sanjefe of 
world’s besi-araedK^da;^^ 


modwlwill 
altered gradual^ 
unification and 
Europe’s dash to drinoli^j ^y 
. Discussing the seciui^a®Er:,;: 
natives for a uni ted GcnmO^l;' 
Dienstbier saxl soixte haiioos 
opboed that neutrality;" 

■ “the worst ahernafiver* :: 



Prison workers Strike: A strike by prison 
workers demanding greater security against 
Basque separatist attacks spread to 50 of tbe 
nation’s 83 prisons on its third day, prison officials 


S— ESSmS I Early summer 

Poland’s first flilly democratic local elections •: 

would be hdd on May 27, the official Pap News * 


Opera house opens 


SSSIK3^ 

o^lSSed 

BeSs o^-L^Tloyuns. 1 The woman onrightteWsthe programme as she 
queues up in Ima (Beutw wirepholo) 


The National Prison Bureau said police forces 
had taken over from strikers at half the 50 affected 
prisons, white smaU groups of staff members main- 
lined minimum services at the others. 

At some prisons, inmates protested delays in 
food and medical service and canceflations of 
family visits. 

Tbe strikestartedThursday, a day after the death 
of a prison clerk shot by suspected Basque separat- 
ists on a San Sebastian^streeL (AP) 

Former dissidents meet: a dream Vadav 
Havel cherished through years of persecution came 
true Sunday when about 2,000 members of Charter 
77, Eastern Europe's oldest human rights 
movement, met for the first time. 

“For many years I had adream,” Havel who was 
elected President Jan 29 after years of imprison- 
ment, said in brief opening remarks. “1 had this 
dream when I was free, but more often when 1 was in 
prison. 

“If was a dream that all signatories of Charter 77 
would meet one day in some Prague hall and will 
Wile without being disturbed by the police. This 
dream, this archetypal vision, is being fulfilled 
today,” he said. ( AP) 


^TTns will be one of the msyor political events of 
the yea r,” Mazowiecki told, i eprcsentatrres ■ of 

« ■- I . 1 I . il PrvmmrtfmT mfrtiiifr iti 


Early surrir^f^ { 

LONDON, March 18, (Kuna): ; Britmnvk:- ] 
currently aqoying an eariy taste’ oT susintel^ ■ 
with the wannest. March weatheripr^ ytanatjj.. : 
Weathermen attribute -the: - 

sunshine to a large area ofhiidi pres^vehau^ • 


Warsaw. 

“There can be no democratic state without true . 
local democracy," he added. 

Under a government reform programme the 
democratically-elected councils wfll be granted 

broader autonomy to manage local affairs which 
were previously controlled by Warsaw. (Reuter) 

Nobel prizes worth: This year's Nobel 

ptbes wilf each be worth four million Swedish 
bowns (S656.000). an "increase of more than 30 per 
cent, the Svoiska Dagbiadet newspaper reported 
'on Sunday. . , 

Stig Ramel managing director or the Nobel 
Foundation, said the rise had been made possible 
by good profits from investments in property and 
securities. The prizes were, worth three million 
crowns (S492£00> in 1989. (Reuter) ■ 

Socialists jeen French Socialist militants 
jeered and catcalled their leaders rowdily Saturday 
ataparty congress that set aside discussion of social 
prawns to concentrate on Maehieveflianinfight- 
mg among rival factious jockeying for power. 


ing over central Europe, whkaus causing wan?- 
air to circulate direct from the Sahara. 

Roads in the south of England were crowded 
yesterday, as Britains flocked to the coa^antf ^ 
in London, the parics were padk^'aapwMft m:-; 
the capital basked in te mp erat u res 

The Socialists, ^mceting tmiil Stnkh^:aX:-jm;' 
Breton city of Rennes, are riding on tfeCitst oFa’ : 
wave of successes after Francois NfittorancL wdii : 
presidential ejections in 1988 ai y i f^hae MufisteP: 
Michel Rocsrd fonnedartsifieiriininorily ^vero- 

ment immediately afterwards. (UPI) - V 'i.v5 v £ • 

350,000 wah^paradKTbcgmnniJe^: 

the Ir i sh S>a ri i r dayanoacrowde» trmftte<t at ^ SlOOfi 
hned Dublin's most famous thorou ghfar e, Of€oo- 

•biggiatdeyer 


St- Day parSt* 1 *^^ 

Skies were dear and tenyxranfrcs were in ihc: 
high 'SO*. Fahrenheit (T4 CelsiiB) f6r"tiie"snnO»f 
pa r ade. This year's versira fc^tiaed'nfbtem^Tfipv 


-theme to tiiaA the current 
. 12-nation EEC (AP). ; 
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Fighting flares 


iS™Sf^t r E5?L V, ' hc L h ? ve re f is,ed appeals to lay down their arms following national elections, have clashed with 
government Mfroops, and three of the rebels were kitted, the Defence Ministry said in Managua. 

■ A^ntstrystatementsaid the rebels, known asContras. had attacked Sandinista Army troops on Friday at EiOjochehili 

in RwySan Juan province, 180 miles southeast of Managua 

Among the slain rebels was a commander, Hriario Salomon Velasquez Romero, known as Karate, according to a 
source in Jmgalpa. the main city in the region where the fighting occurred. 

■ 016 rebel commander’s brother, Felix Facundo, was also killed. 

Widow Nubia Nufiez watches with one of her four children as two friends help her stake out a lot on an empty area of 
jjk Government I andin Managua. Many poor Managua residents are currently staking out plots of land in the hope that they 
wib gain ownership before the change of government under legislation to be discussed this week by National Assembly. 
, (Reuter wirephoto) 
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Floods force out 1,500 people: Muddy flood waters filled a 
southern Alabama courthouse, submerged a school and forced at least 
1,500 people out of their homes after a levee burst Saturday under the 
strain of 16 inches of rain in two days. 

“I have a feeling when I go back everything I own will be gone,” said 
Debra Samuel, who fled her home near the flooded Pea river. 

Also in Alabama, six people drowned when their car ran off a back 
road into a rain-swollen creek where a bridge had washed Oct, while a 
Georgia -woman died after she apparently drove into a creek and her car 
was washed away. 

! Most of western Georgia was under flood warnings Saturday alth- 
ough rain had finally tappered off aftera two-day deluge. In Mississippi, 

. . about 35 homes were flooded in Jackson county and several roads were 
washed out after 14 inches of rain fell in two days, officials reported 
" No injuries were immediately reported in Elba, a town of 4,400 about 
70 miles (118 kms) southeast of Montgomery, whore the earthen levee 
'gave way. A. M. Rescue rein boats plucked residents from rooftops and 
trues as the waters rose, said sheriff Brice Paukl. (AP) 

Chemical spills into Delaware riven up to several hun- 
dred gallons oi a hazardous chemical spilled from a tanker into the 
Delaware river during immading Saturday morning, forcing the evacua- 
tion of bout 250 people. 

' Frye workers at a pier near the spill site were treated at a hospital for 
headaches and nausea from breathing the fames of the solvent cumene, 
authorities said. 

US coast guard Petty Officer Richard Mmnich said the spin occurred 
- when a Norwegian tanker, the Jo Rogn, was unloading the chemical and 
someth stoppadoatotfae deck, Some-of thespfltwas-containedoaUhe . 
" > boras un&tezcuned ambunt of the chemical got into the river. 


plastic.'” Marie Saxton, wbohvra threc blocks fro in the spitlsiTe. 

She And her three tfciUlrcn evscubes.- • ' - - 

Cumene, often used in nail polish remover, is hazardous if inhaled, 
ingested or absorbed through the s kin in large quantities, coast guard 
officials said. It can also pose a fire hazard. (AP) 

***-.- 

Fire erupts at refinery: Firefighters worked Saturday night to 
douse a petroleum tank Mane at a refinery where an explosion six years 
ago kflkd 17 people. • , • • . 

There was one-minor injury reported during the fire at the Unocal 
Corp. Ycbemical division refinery, and emergency disaster officials said 
h could take nearly a day to extinguish the blaze. 

The fire, which broke out at 6 pm (2300 GMT), was brought under 
control around 8:30 pm but could take up to 20 hours to compl etely p ut 
.out, said Lynn Behnnger, a spokeswoman for the region’s emergency 
services and disaster agency. . . „ . ' 

■ The fomes a re bout 20 to 30 feet (8 metres), on chearr, aneighbour, 

Joseph Dunk, said eariiec. “They are blowing up very high because of the 

gusts that are really bad, and there’s also really thick black smoke out 
theft**' 

Tbe bu rning tank held 250,000 barrels of an oil-gasoline mixture, 
Behringer said. (AP) . * , 

Spy satellite falling apart: a ssob-mflHon satellite that was 
la imbed less than a month ago to spy on the Soviet Union has started 
faffing apart, according to a Soviet report that US refused to confirm 

^Tbereport by the Novosti news agency said four orbiting fragments 
were spotted on March 7 that “presumably separated from the American 

^AAJS^swce agency official said such fragments can be non-essential 
pieces suchas protective “shrouds.” But the Washington Post on 
Saturday said members of Congress and the intelligence community 

were told the satellite had suffered a malfunction. 

There was disagreement in Washington over the impact or such a loss 
ofdata-gathering capability, espedally in Kghtof eased tensions between 
the two superpowers. (AP) 
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Bomb, Are gut PEA office 

Red by a tM ■« the tombing early on Saturday, 

ntitysyspert^butre ^ rt ^ orv saturday night that a man 

fcSst 5™ drag case had threatened to destroy the office in 

» southwestern Florida city- — » ■«* r\« 


Book on 
Pan Am 
bombing 
published 


WASHINGTON, March 18, 
(AP): A new book has charged 
that West German authorities 
bungled and then tried to cover 
up an investigation of a Palestin- 
ian group they believed bombed 
Pan Am flight 103 over Scotland 
IS months ago. 

But the German operation, 
code-named “Autumn Leaves,” 
is credited by authors Steven 
Emerson and Brian Duffy with 
arresting 16 people linked to the 
group two months before the 
bombing, possibly stopping 
plans for even worse terrorist 
attacks. 

. . Ah explosion that invest 
tigarors say originated in tbe lug- 
gage compartment of the Boeing 
747 airliner killed all 259 people 
onboard the Dec 21 , 1988, flight 
from London to New York and 
1 1 people on the ground in Lock- 
erbie. Scolland. 

British investigators have con- 
cluded the bomb was made with 
. semtex, a plastic explosive, con- 
cealed in a radio-cassette player 
put aboard another airliner that 
began flight 103 in Frankfurt. 
But they have filed no charges in 
the case. 

Emerson and Duffy’s book, 
"TheFallofPanAm 103,” publi- 
shed by GP Putnam’s Sons, New 
York, examines the bombing 
and its investigation by US, Brit- 
ish, German and other auth- 
orities. Excerpts from the book 
appeared in today’s edition of the 
New York Times magazine. 

Emerson is an investigative 
reporter for US News and World 
Report. Duffy is an assistant 
managing editor for the 
magazine. 

The authors say their con- 
clusions are based on 250 
interviews in the United States, 
Europe and the Middle East 
Many of their findings have been 
reported in less detail by US 
television networks and 
European newspaper and 
magazine accounts. 

The book says investigators 
were convinced within days of 
the crash that the bombing was 
carried out at the behest of Iran 
by the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine General 
Command, headed by Palestin- 
ian Ahmed Jibril. 

Prior to the bombing, all but 
two of the people linked to Jibril 
in Germany had been released, 
including Marwa Khreesat, a 
man previous reports have iden- 
tified as the maker of bombs 
found by German authorities. 

Emerson and Duffy’s book 
says Khreesat may have been an 
informant for West German and 
Jordanian authorities and could 
also have been a double or triple 
it, reporting back to Jibril. 
Jest German intelligence 
officials have denied that 
Khreesat ever worked for them. 

The Germans let the alleged 
jup go because they thought 
jey were not a threat to West 
Germany and because they 
included their own informants, 
the book says. 

German authorities also failed 
to find all of at least five bombs 
Khreesat produced until several 
months after the bombing of 
Flight 103. the book says. A Ger- 
man police officer was killed In 
the dismantling of one bomb in 
April 1989. 

Until the officer’s death, the 
Germans attempted to cover up 
releasing members of Jibrirs 
group by being unco-operative 
with investigators from other 
countries looking into the bomb- 
ing of Flight 1 03, the book says. • 


Bush to accept 
big defence cut 

$1 1b slash likely: Times 

NEW YORK, March 18, (UPI): President Bush will accept cuts of up to $1 1 billion in the 1991 defence 
budget, tripling an earlier proposal and coming close to figures being proposed in Congress, the New York 
Times reported today. 

Tbe Tunes, quoting unnamed senior government officials, said Bush was willing to accept cuts of $10 
billion or SI 1 billion, about three times the S3.2 billion he proposed in January. 

Bush’s acceptance of larger cuts is a critical development in the unfolding debate over how the 
government will deal with the virtual collapse of the Warsaw Pact as a military entity. 

Such cuts would put the 1991 budget at about $296 billion, unchanged from 1990, and force the Pentagon 
to swallow about S10 billion in cost increases auributable to inflation, the Times said. 

For the coining year, congres- 


sional Democrats and some 
Republicans have proposed cuts 
of up to $13 billion and all sav- 
ings was expected to go toward 
meeting the deficit reduction tar- 
get set by the G ramm-Rudman 
Act, 

Senior officials told the Times 
the administration was ready to 
acquiesce to a reduction equal to 
that proposed by lawmakers 
because it would have to greatly 
modify its offer to win congres- 
sional approval. 

“The administration is behind 
the curve,” said Sen. John 
McCain, R-Ariz. “The fact is 
that we all know, beyond any 
possible doubt, that the Soviet 
Union isn’t about to launch an 
attack.” 

“But their budget doesn't 
reflect that. If they don't move. 
Congress will define the issue,” 
said McCain, a member of the 
Armed Services Committee. 

A senior administration 
official who refused to be named 
said the cuts were made possible 
by the “irreversibility” of change 
in the Soviet Union. 

“ft’s not perestroika or Gor- 
bachev that has changed our 
needs,” the official said, “but the 
fact that the Soviets aren't going 
to plough through countries that 
are unfriendly to them in order to 
get at Europe. Where we had 
enemies, we now have a big fat 
buffer in Poland and Cze- 
choslovakia.” 

Defence .Secretary Dick 
Cheney said he opposed the cuts 
and predicted they would create 


Baker’s peace trip 

WASHINGTON, March 18, (Reuter): Secretary of State James Baker flies to 
Southern Africa today to help encourage negotiations for peaceful change in 
South Africa and renew efforts to end the Angolan civil war, administration 
officials say. 

The official reason for Baker’s visit is to take part in Namibia’s independence 
celebrations on Wednesday. But during the African trip the secretary of state 
will also meet South Africa’s President FW De Klerk and African National 
Congress leader Nelson Mandela, as well as Angolan President Jose Eduardo 
Dos Santos and his rebel foe Jonas Savimbi. 

The mam action is likely to take place in Windhoek on the fringes of the 
Namibian independence ceremonies. 

Baker will meet a host of top world politicians, from Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze to Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak. The key issues 
are likely to be German reunification. South Africa and Angola. 

AO four foreign ministers from the victorious World War Two powers — the 
United States, the Soviet Union, Britain and France — will be in Windhoek, as 
well as West German Foreign Minister Hans- Dietrich Genscher. Their discus- 
sions will form tbe first high-level assessment of the German unification process 
after today’s East German elections. 

On South Africa, US officials were encouraged by Friday's announcement 
that talks between tbe white-minority government and the black majority would 
begin on April 1 1. 

“We believe the ANC is prepared to renounce violence as part of the pre- 
negotiation process which is going to take place starting April 1 1,” a senior State 
Department official said. 

“Our message to Mandela will be to congratulate him on his acceptance ofa 
Deed to negotiate, which is not easy because there are a large number of 
extremists within the black community who are opposed to negotiations,” the 
official said. 


havoc with personnel and train- 
ing, leaving the armed forces 
unprepared. 

“If tbe cuts are at that level, 
and it looks as if they are going to 
be,’’ Cheney said, “then there’s 
going to be real trouble. You 
can’t lop off $10 billion without 
cutting back on personnel or on 
readiness. You'll end up hollow- 
ing out the forces making them 
undermanned, undertrained, 
ineffective, which is what 


everyone says they want to 
avoid.” 

The legislators who most 
closely oversee America's 
defence budget reaped $2 million 
in campaign contributions last 
year from political action com- 
mittees affiliated with the. 
defence industry. 

The biggest chunks went to 
committee leaders and other leg- 
islators who are particularly 
influential on military matters. 



Golden Gate Bridge 


77>e Japanese sailing ship KanrirMaru passes under the Golden Gate Bridge with the tantarefrom a fire boat as it arrives 
in San Francisco to commemorate the 1 30th anniversary of the opening of trade between Japan and the US. The ship is a 
replica of the ship of the same name that made that historic trip carrying representatives of Japan’s Shogun to the US. 

(Reuter wirephoto) 



Mandela waves an African National Congress flag during an open air concert at 
Johannesburg's Ellis Park stadium after returning from a trip to African and 
European countries. (Reuter wirephoto) 

Baker to visit SA 

Mandela deplores 
wave of violence 


JOHANNESBURG, March 18, 
( AP): Nelson Mandela yesterday 
deplored a wave of violence that 
has claimed hundreds of lives in 
South Africa and said growing 
black unrest was against the 
white-led government's repres- 
sive rule. 

Mandela, returning home 
from his first foreign trip since 
bong released from 27 years' 
imprisonment, said he would try 
to stop violence in black town- 
ships and tribal homelands. 

He declined to say what 
measures his African National 
Congress would consider to res- 
tore calm. 

Some 300 people have been 
killed in fighting in tbe past 
month in black townships and 
the tribal homelands. Most of the 
fighting has been between rival 
black factions. 

, Mandela also told an airport 
news conference the ANC 
opposed visits by foreign dig- 
nitaries to South Africa, but 
indicated he would meet with US 
Secretary of State James Baker at 
independence ceremonies next 
week in Namibia. 

“If tbe secretary of state wants 
to see me, of course Til xc him.” 
Mandela said. “But I will noi 
meet him in South Africa 

Baker invited Mandela to 
meet with him in Namibia. 

The US envoy then plans to go 
to Cape Town, where be is 
scheduled to meet with President 
F.W. de Klerk, other govern- 
ment officials and some black 
leaders. 

“We do not want any high 
profile visits to South Africa 
because these can result in a lot of 
confusion,” Mandela said, 
“They suggest that President De 
Klerk has done something 
positive, somethingfundamental 


which requires the world to 
review sanctions and other 
strategies which we have invited 
in order to increase pressure on 
South Africa.’ 

De Klerk won praise from 
world leaders after he legalised 
the ANC and 60 other organisa- 
tions and freed Mandela from his 
life prison term for plotting the 
ANC’s guerrilla campaign. 

But the ANC calls for 
increased international pressure 
on South Africa's government 
until it dismantles the apartheid 
system of racial separation and 
white dominance. 

The ANC said yesterday it 
would send a delegation to South 
Africa on April 1 1 for prelimin- 
ary talks with De Klerk on. set- 
ting up formal negotiations on a 
new constitution to give the 
black majority national voting 
rights. 

Mandela, selected deputy 
president of the ANC this 
month, said he would lead the 
delegation. His position makes 
him the organisation’s de facto 
leader while ANC President 
Oliver Tam bo recovers from a 
stroke in Sweden. 

After the news conference yes- 
terday, Mandela attended a con- 
cert where some of the country's 
top musicians sang a song com- 
posed in hishonour, “The People 
Want Mandela.” 

■ Zambia's president met 
privately over dinner last night 
with the political leader of South 
Africa’s biggest tribe, the Zulus, 
officials said. 

No statements were expected 
after the talks between President 
Kenneth Kaunda and Kwazuiu 
homeland leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi, a state house spokes- 
man said. 


Zambia rejects reforms 

One-party system to stay: Kaunda 


LUSAKA, March 18, (AP): Zambia’s 


Party (Unip) 

concluded a four-day national convention with the 1,000 delegates deciding to 
retain tbe one-party system introduced in 1973. officials told reporters. 

Kaunda said tbe decision followed vigorous debate characterised by “anger 
and anguish” at times. 

Tbe fifth national convention debated political changes in East European 
countries that had served as models for Kaunda’s party. 

Kaunda, who led the British colony ofNorthern Rhodesia to independence as 
Zambia in 1964, said delegates chose to stick with the “one-party participatory 
democracy.’’ 

Unip has wielded power under Kaunda since independence. 

In a keynote address Wednesday opening the convention in Lus aka, the 
Zambian capital, Kaunda said there would be no change in his political modeL 

But during tbe meeting, held behind closed doors, some party members 
argued for s imilar reforms to those occurring in formerly orthodox socialist 
Warsaw Pact nations. 

“Tbe one party experience has denied every common man and woman their 
fun rights of citizenship.” Arthur Wina, a former cabinet minister and party 
founder, said in a paper presented to delegates. 

Zambia's economic woes, he said, “must have their origins in the 
system which we are trying to run against all evidence of tbe need for i 


litical 


Independence celebrations 

Namibia bursting with festivities 


WINDHOEK, March 18, (Reuter): 
Independence celebrations began in 
earnest today as the first of about 1 50 
foreign delegations arrived in 
Namibia ahead of Wednesday’s for- 
mal birth of the world’s newest 
nation. 

The normally peaceful capital of 
this vast desert territory is already 
bursting at tbe seams and thousands 

more visitors are expected in the next 

two days to witness the final lowering 
of the South African flag at midnight 
of Tuesday (2200 GMT). 

Officials of the Namibian govern- 
ment which takes over from Pretoria 
this week said today that 147 coun- 
tries had accepted invitations to (he 
independence ceremonies, which will 
be hosted by UN Secretary General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar. 

Weexpect a few more last-minute 


acceptances — the whole world will 
be here,” one official said. 

Most of Africa’s heads of state will 
be present to see the demise of the 
world’s largest remaining depen- 
dency, and further-flung members of 
the United Nations are already send- 
ing representatives at cabinet level. 

US Secretary of State James Baker 
arrives tomorrow for a hectic 
programme of high-level contacts 
with other guests including Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard Shevard- 
nadze and South African black 
nationalist leader Nelson Mandela. 

Baker has shrugged off criticism 
from Mandela and other leaders of 
the African National Congress of his 
decision to visit South Africa for 
talks with President F.W. de Klerk 
following the independence celebra- 
tions. 


State Department officials said 
Baker’s meeting with Mandela and 
his subsequent visit to South Africa, 
the highest-level US visit there since 
tbe late 1970s, served to underline 
Washington’s enthusiasm for bud- 
ding prospects for negotiation bet- 
ween Pretoria and black leaders. 

Mandela yesterday reiterated the 
ANC’s policy of promoting South 
Africa's diplomatic isolation when 
he returned home from a two-week 
foreign visit but added that be would 
be wining to meet Baker in Namibia. 

“We ao not want a high-profile 
visits (to South Africa),” Mandela 
told an airport news conference. 

Baker completes his Southern 
African tour with a visit to Zaire 
where he will hold talks with 
President Mobuto Sese Seko on ways 
to end the civil! war in Angola. 


New indictment details Medellin cartel’s vast financial network 


JACKSONVILLE, Florida, March 18, 
(AP): A new indictment against Medellin 
cocaine cartel leaders details the vast fin- 
ancial network they allegedly used to hide 
between $60 million and $100 million in 
drug profits in bank accounts world-wide. 

Assistant US Attorney Ernst D. Mueller 
said the new indictment, which supersedes 
a previous indictment in theso-called “Son 
of Lehder” case, lists 20 defendants, 19 of 
whom are still fugitives. 

Federal prosecutors have frozen 
accounts world-wide of cartel leader Jose 
Gonzalo . Rodriguez Gacha, who main- 
tained more than- 70 accounts in seven 


foreign countries from 1984 until his death 
in December, Mueller said. 

The indictment which was filed Jan 26 
but remained sealed until Thursday, said 
Gacha’s accounts were listed under cor- 
porate names of Transcontinental 
Traders, Union Enterprises and First 
Interstate Ltd. Those accounts, Mueller 
said, contain between $60 million and S 1 00 
million. 

“The big thing is to immobilise the funds 
and not let the d ruggers have them,” 
Mueller said. 

Much of the financial information was 
obtained when Colombian officials raided 


a ranch house belonging to Gacha 's 
nephew in Yari, Colombia, in October, 
Mueller said. The prosecutor said he didn't 
know if the money would be forfeited, 
saying that was “a secondary thing.” 

Gacha, Carlos Lehder Rivas, Pablo 
Escobar Gaviria, Jorge Ochoa Vasquez 
and Fabio Ochoa Vasquez joined in the 
1970s to create the Medellin cartel, which 
is believed to account for 80 per cent of the 
cocaine smuggled into the United States. 

Lehder was convicted in Jacksonville, 
Florida, in 1988 and sentenced to life in 
prison without possibility of parole, plus 
135 years. 


■ A six-month investigation has led to 
the seizure of 2,200 pounds (1,000 
kilogrammes) of cocaine in California and 
Central America and the arrests of nine 
people linked to the Medellin cartel, auth- 
orities said. 

The Drug Enforcement Administration 
said a Central American country it would 
not identify helped confiscate 1.210 
pounds (550 kilogrammes) of cocaine 
bound for San Francisco on Friday. 

Authorities in the same operation seized 
990 pounds (450 kilogrammes) of cocaine 
1 3 days earlier. 
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Berliners vote before nation cease® 


EAST BERLIN, March 18, (Reuter): 
The first East German citizens to vote 
in a free election will cast their ballots 
before dawn today for a democratic 
government and a final break with 
Stalinism. 

Kicking off a spring polling season 
among five countries in Eastera 
Europe's once monolithic communist 
bloc. East Germany could be voting in 
its one and only general election before 


it vanishes from the political map. 

Unification with West Germany in a 
single German state is backed by all 
major parties and the great mass of the 


people. They differ only on the pace 
and terras of ±e merger. 


and terras of ±e merger. 

Special polling stations for factory 
workers on night shift open at S am 
(0400 GMT) with the main polling 
booths following two hours later. 

A sunny day was forecast with tem- 


peratures climbing to more than 20 
degrees Centigrade (70 Fahrenheit). 

Although voting by the 12.3 million 
electorate was not mandatory, a high 
turnout looked certain. 

The outcome was wide open with no 
dear frontrunner. 

A three-party Conservative 
Alliance and the Social Democratic 
Party (SDP) — both proteges of the 
West German political machine — 


were each tipped in opinion polls to 
win about 35 per cent of the vote. 

The once all-power communists 
could finish with anything between 
three and 17 percent. 

Germany was split in two after the 
four World War Two allies smashed 
Hitler’s Third Reich in 1945. 

Under Soviet tutelage, the eastern 
part of the country was locked into a 
rigid communist state behind fortified 


borders and. in 1 96 1 . behind the Berlin 
Wall. 

The Wall crumbled on Nov 9 last 
year after a bloodless popular revolt. 
The Communist Party hardliners were 
swept away and reformists finally 
pledged a free election. 

Campaigning began almost 
immediately. the wealthy West 
German parties of Christian 
Democrat Chancellor Helmut Kohl 


and veteran Social Democrat Willy 
Brandt steering conservatives ana leg- 
ists into uncharted political territory. 

The hustings reached a climax on 
Friday, giving East Germans a “pause 
for thought” before making up their 
minds. 


‘ Thousands spent a day in the sun 
relaxing at the park, the lake or the 
beer garden. 


Buz Brandt, in a imai range teprapeF- 
the SPD to victory over Kofaf^^s,. ' 
carried on camj^gningmitoreews^hr;. • 
ero towns, accusing the East 
Christian Democrats of behighoi^^ 
munist stooges for 40 years.- ^ j\ir v j 

About 90 minutes aftCTVotfegowfe 
at 6pm (1700 GMT), the cottofry^m-' 
expect first co mputcr ^prqjecfibny^e 

.mfh a roYHMJOnflJ final fftBu -.. 1 


eXpeCL lUSl WUipww 

the result with a provisional fiaaHaSvi' 
around midnight (2300 : z\ / 



A West German demonstrator 
carries an effigy of East Germany 
DDR with a noose around its 
neck as he protests against the 
unification of the two German 
states. (Reuter wirephoto) 


24 parties 
competing 
for 400 seats 


BONN, March 18, (Agencies): 
Some 24 parties and political 
groupings in East Germany are 
today competing for the 400-seal 
parliament in the first free 
democratic elections, since 
establishment of that German 
country. 

In order to give smaller 
political and social groupings the 
opportunity to win places in the 
forthcoming people’s assembly, 
the govern ament of Prime Mini- 
ster Hans Modrow decided that 
parties will have a deputy for 
each 0.25 per cent share of the 
vote. 

About 12.2 million voters are 
expected to participate in the vot- 
ing. 

Observers are predicting that 
the new assembly in East Berlin 
will compose variety of group- 
ings in addition to the Social 
Democratic Party (SDP), which 
is expected to be the strongest in 
the parliament. 

west German Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kobl and a number of 
leaders of the Christian 
Democratic Party have campaig- 
ned in East German cities in sup- 
port of the three-party con- 
servative coalition. 

Meanwhile, the Social 
Democratic Party, emanated 
from the United Social Party that 
ruled East Germany for more 
than 40 years, is comprising a 
number of pro-renovation 
figures who enjoy wide- 
popularity such as Prune Mini- 
ster Hans Modrow. 



East Germany’s Social Democrats 
:-*ader Ibrahim Boahma speaks to an 
■faction rally near the Polish border 
as Willy Brandt looks on. 


GDR: 


facts 


at a 


glance 


EAST BERLIN, March 18, 
(Reuter): Here are the basic 
facts about East Germany, 
which bolds its first free election 
today following last year's 
peaceful overthrow of 
communist one-party rule: 
Population: about 16 million, 
including a Slavic ethnic 
minority of about 100,000 near 
the border with Czechoslovakia. 


More than 2.5 million people 
ed to the West between 1949 


fled to the West between 1949 
and the building of the Berlin 
Wall in 1 96 1 . Since chinks 
appeared in the iron curtain in 
the summer of 1989, about half 
a million East Germans have 
emigrated to West Germany. 

Area: 108.333 square km 
(41 ,827 sq miles). East Germany 
borders West Germany to the 
West, Czechoslovakia to the 
south, Poland to the east and 
the Baltic Sea to the north. 

Capital: East Berlin 
(population 1 .2 million). 
Because of Berlin's special 
status. West Germany has not 
formally recognised the city’s 
eastern sector as a sovereign 
capital. 

Religion: The Protestant 
church, with some seven milli on 
members, was a crucial force in 
the pro-democracy movement 
in 1989. There are also about 
one million Roman Catholics. 

Armed forces: East Germany 
is on the frontline of the 
Warsaw Pact and has 380,000 
Soviet troops on its soil. Its own 
armed forces, until recently 
numbering 172,000, have been 
depleted by desertions and a 
reduction in the length of 
compulsory military service to 
12 months from 1 8. Western 
experts estimate the forces could 
now number as few as 90,000. 

History: East Germany, 
formally the German 
Democratic Republic (GDR), 
was founded on October 7, 

1949, on territory occupied by 
Soviet forces after the allied 
defeat of Nazi Germany in « 

World War Two. Foundation 
followed the creation of West 
Germany in the British, French 
and US occupation zones. 

Communist-ruled until last 
year. East Germany's history on 
the East-West divide was 
marked by fragile co-existence 
with West Germany and port- 
war tensions over Berlin, split 
into sectors still officially 
controlled by the United States, 
Britain, France and the Soviet 
Union. 

A workers* uprising over 
increased work quotas in East 
Berlin in 1953 posed the greatest 
early challenge to the state and 
was crushed on June 17 by 
Soviet tanks and troops. 

On August 13, 1961. the 
Berlin Wall was bom when East 
Germany erected a barrier of 
barbed wire around East Berlin, 
nominally to keep out Western 
subversive elements but in fact 
to stem an exodus of tens of 
thousands of its citizens. 

Improvements in relations 
with West Germany brought a 
landmark meeting between 
Prime Minister Willi Stoph and 
West German Chancellor Willy 
Brandt in 1970 and signature of 
a base treaty in 1972 
normalising ties and travel from 
West to East. 

A renewed exodus of East 
Germans to the West, coupled 
with a growing movement for 
reform inside the country, 
caused Honecker's downfall on 
October 18, 1989. On 
November 9 his successor Egon 
Krenz opened the borders to the 
West. 



Chrono 



Unconditional surrender ofG^U^ ^ 

ends World War Two in Europe. The :t -T 

Berlin is divided into four occupation zones c^o«ed^y ; (hc. - ... 
United States, Britain, France and the Soviet u mon.^__. 

May 23, 1949 — Federal Republic of Germany fWert Cfer-- \y 
many) founded in western zones with Bonn as cag$aL _; , , ^ 

Oct 7, 1949— GennanDemocraucRepubhc^gGOT^r; 

founded in Soviet zone as communist state with * 

as party leader and East Berlin as capital. ■' ^ 

. r. . inert Cntin m-nnnnK IlMltnl. IEH(Hten Un.': 


March-Sept 1952 — Stalin proposes neutral - reum^ t^ ? ;. ; | . - 
any. West German leader Konrad Adenauer rtgectstL^ fa - 


Thousands ol West Berliners demonstrate against the unification of the two German states on the eve of the election in East Germany. (Reuter wirephoto) 


many. West German leader Konrad Adenauer rejects k. 

Aug 13 1961 — East Germany builds Berlin./ WaiLto_stem 
flood of refugees to the West. More than 80pcoplertK>t xfoatf 
trying to cross the wall between 1961 and Febrtiajy 158?f, L 
March 19, 1970 — Wert German Chancellor WHIy^BrabdE^ 
promoting his concept of Germany as t wo sta tes but one nation; 
becomes first Bonn leader to visit East gennany-. ; \. -.‘‘T-r 
May 3. 1971 — Eric* Honecker takes 

1972 — East and Wert Germany ertabhsh diplomatic . 
paving the way for international recognition pfEartGetman«..w 
Sept 7-13, 1987 — After cancelling a tnp 

i I e c A to matWeSt Ga nnaml' V 


Communists won’t get more than 1 8pc vote: survey 


Unification remains main issue 


EAST BERLIN, March 18, 
(AP): With the pace of unifica- 
tion the main issue. East Ger- 
mans vote for a 400-member 
Parliament today, in the first free 
elections since the country was 
formed in 1949. 

Boosted by numerous cam- 
paign appearances and support 
from West German- politicians 
including Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl, the East Germans wrap- 
ped up the election campaign this 
weekend. 

As the campaign drew to a 
dose, the country’s hated secret 
police and reports of possible 
ballot fraud became a key issue. 

The rejected West German 
Allensbach Institute said yester- 
day that 90 per cent of some 12^ 
million eligible voters were 
expected to take part in the 
balloting. Polls were open from 7 
am (0600 GMT) to 6 pm (1700 
GMT). 

The survey said that the Con- 
servative Alliance for Germany, 
an election coalition of three par- 
ties that indudes the Christian 


Democrats, appears to have 
caught up with the leftist Social 
Democrats. 

Both parties could win about 
30 per cent of the votes each, the 
institute said. 

But the institute also said that 
only one-third of the 2,000 peo- 
ple asked in the survey had 
decided on who they would vote 
for, but that 50 percent said they 
would not vote for the commun- 
ists. The institute gave no margin 
of error for the survey. 

Today’s ballot marks the first 
free vote in East Germany's 41- 
year history and a full transition 
to democracy from the country's 
former iron-fisted communist 
rule. • 

It will also set the pace of 
unification with West Germany. 

Some conservative parties 
urge quick unification, while left- 
ist groups have advocated a more 
cautious and slower approach. 
All major parties support 
unification and agree it will 
come. 

Volker Ruehe, the chief of 


East Germans opt 
for democracy 


EAST BERLIN, March J8, 
(UPI): When East Germans went 
to the polls in their country's first 
free elections today, they 
undoubtedly confirmed the end 
of 40 years of communist rule 
and opted for democracy and 
affluence. West German style. 

The electoral contest is likely 
to be a neck-and-neck race bet- 
ween the Social-Democratic 
Party and the Conservative 
Alliance for Germany, each of 
which can expect to garner bet- 
ween 30 and 40 per cent of the 
vote. 

New Forum, which played a 
key role in the peaceful revolu- 
tion that ousted the hardline 
communist leadership late last 
year, can expect to be even worse 
off than the former ruling party 
and is unlikely to gain any sig- 
nificant percentage of the vote. 

A loosely organised group. 
New Forum defended the need 
for a separate East German iden- 
tity, fading to respond in time to 
popular pressure for German 
reunification, on which the West 
German-backed parties have 
capitalised. 

Indications are the Social- 
Democrats will gain a slight 
advantage over its main oppon- 
ent. 

The SPD’s chances further 
unproved at the last minute, 
when leading Conservative can- 
didate Wolfgang Schniir resig- 
ned after admitting he had 
worked for the once-feared state 
security police of the ousted har- 


dline communist leadership. 

Schnur, who had the personal 
backing of West German Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl, headed the 
Democratic Awakening, which 
together with the Christian 
Democratic Union and the Ger- 
man Social Union formed the 
Conservative Alliance for Ger- 
many. 


The Social-Democrat's main 
candidate, Ibrahim Boehme, is 
confident he will become the fust 
non-communist leader in the 
state's 40-year history, and 
probably its last before German 
reunification. 


A tough-talking 45-year-old 
historian, Boehme has gained 
popularity for his courageous 
opposition to the Communist 
.Party, which he quit in 1976. He 
was imprisoned for 15 months 
afterward. 

But he still must prove himself 
as a politician. If he wins, he wifi 
become leader of a country 
unsettled by months of uncer- 
tainty and faced with the prosp- 
ect of delicate reunification 
negotiations. 

With none of the parties expec- 
ted to win an outright majority, 
the major parties will have to join 
hands to form a new govern- 
ment. 


Such a coalition could include 
the SPD, the Alliance for Ger- 
many and the smaller Liberal 
Alliance, each of which has the 
backing of West German 
political parties. 


Romance and beer for East Germans on eve of first free poll 


EAST BERLIN. March 18, (Reuter): East 
Germans, unruffled at the closing of a 
political era, relaxed on the eve of their first 
free election, strolling hand in hand and ejoy- 
ing their beer gardens on a balmy spring 
yesterday. 

They showed -no sign of anxiety at prosp- 
ects that today's vote will lead to unity with 
West Germany in which their once commun- 
ist hardline state will disappear as an entity. 

A half-hour's drive from the barracks-tike 
apartment blocks of the inner city, courting 
couples stretched out on the grass in the park 
of Koepenick Castle, on an island strewn with 
crocuses in the River Spree. 


On the opposite bank, in a beer garden 
beneath the trees. East Berliners drank mugs 
of Golden Pflsener in the sunshine and lis- 
tened to a brass band playing oompah music. 

“Why shouldn’t we relax?" said Peter 
Michaetis. taking coffee and pastries with his 
wife and two boys. “Life goes on. We have to 
stay calm and see bow the election goes.” 

The Alexander Wolf, a big white Insure 
boat, drifted lazily by on the Spree, followed 
by the river police in their grey-hulled motor 
launch. 

“Everything will unfold as it should,” said 
Gisela StiUe, sharing a bench m the Castle 
Park with her married daughter Angelika 


Speda. 

As long as Sunday’s election was peaceful 
and fair. East Germans said, they were ready 
for whatever result it yielded, though many 
expressed irritation at the dominant role of 
West German politicians m the campaigning. 

“After what we’ve experienced in the past 
few months, this is not the sort of event to 
make you tremble,” said Speda. “It’s only 
another little step in the developments to 
come.” 


Whatever the outcome of the yote. East 
Germans can expect their country to be uni ted 
with West Germany within two years or less. 


Kohl’s conservative Christian 
Democratic Union (CDU), said 
the party is insisting on a unifica- 
tion process by which East Ger- 
many’s soon-to-be formed states 
declare themselves part of West 
Germany. 

The process is considered the 
most expedient way to bring the 
two countries together. 

Many East German voters 
have born bewildered by the 24 
slates of candidates ranging from 
radical leftists to arch-con- 
servatives in a campaign marked 
by rancor and bitterness. Doubts 
about the secret police have also 
disturbed voters. 

In the city of Erfurt, theSoaal 
Democrats, : . Christian ~ 

Democrats and five other parties v 
issued a warning that secret 
police could try to influence the 
results by voting several times. 

In their statement, the seven 
parties demanded the use of fin- 
gerprints to prevent former 
secret police agents from voting 
several times today. 

The secret police force, whit* 


officials say once numbered 
nearly 200,000 agents and infor- 
mers, was the hnrrilni ft commun- 
ists’ main instrument of controll- 
ing the nation's people. A 
popular revolution forced the 
ouster of hard-line communist 
leader Erich Honeckeron Oct 1 8. 


The communist-led govern- 
ment claims the secret police 
have been virtually disbanded, 
but many East Germans doubt 
those assertions. 


An election commission 
representing all political parties 
has asserted that vote rigging is 
impossible. 

Voters will chose from an 
array- of-24 parties and group- ’ 
mgs. HecfionJielpers'cOmpicted 
work on the 22,000 polling sta- 
tions, which latest polls show the 
communists getting no more 
than 18 percent 
West German television plans 
to give computer projections 
within hours of the polHdosing. 
Final official results were not 
expected before Monday. 


banners at an official rally- Others are detain**! tm&qxpelled - 
from the country, including leading dissidents. . ■ - ? '-vr-iV ^ «•>. ;• 
May 2, 1989 — 

Oa niMns viii Hnm g a rian territory to the West. 

May 7. 1989 — More than 100 people arrested in leip^atr 
protest over alleged rigging of local elections. : - v \ 

German missions in East Berlin, Prague, Budapest anfiWpsstiK'ii 
Oct 7, 1989 — East Germany’s 4tith annivezsary O^r^ftfe: 
owed Ity countrywide anti-gervernmen t protests. Soriet Jeadar'^T 
Mikhail Gorbachev tells Honecker: “life punishes thqscA^K^ri 
delay.” \ 

Oct 18, 1989 — Honecker resigns, replaced byprot^-JS^v, 
Krenz, who promises reform. Anti-communist -protests^ qpq^ 
tinue. . •’,* v V'-y.'i&t ’:' '£ '■■■ 

Nov 9, 1989 — : Following series of govertrt^t'oi^ < p8R | 
Germany opens Berlin Wallin desperate l^ to ptetate peq^e. '^ 
Nov 13, 1 989 — Reformist communistHans M^rbw agpofer? 
ted prime minister, his government approved fiwda^laliexv;^^ 
Feb 1, 1990 — After talks with Gorbachev, MpdrqM^^ 
plan for German unity, reversing previous oippositpix.? 

Man* 14, 1990 — Four Worid War Two affies a ri^j ^ 
German states ope* *alis on security aspemofGeriiranmiSfe^ 
lion. ■ V .... 

..Mart* 18, 1 990 r— East Gennarry’s firrtffcsetections ; tf 






home to 
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LOBETAL, East Germany; 
March 18, (AP); A pastor’s 
family who suffered under com- 
munist ride now receives threats 
for taking in die ousted hard-line 
leader. But they say they have a 
compelling reason for hosting 
the ailing, disgraced Erich Hon- 
ecker. 

“We have a statue of Christ 
here, and underneath is the 
bibQical inscription, ‘come to 
me, all those who are tired and 
downtrodden,’ ” said Sigrid Hol- 
mer. ■ 

Sigrid and her husband, Luth- 
eran minister Thomas Holmer, 
provided a haven on Jan 30 after 
no one else would take in Erich 




treasoncharges, bmwa«|fc#S5tiT 
from prison 

detention in Jamrajy.ba&^hq; 
suffers from kkincycauceL ^ 
The HoneckerS 'iivje '-ip;.-; 
seclusion in the grayte& stuo^- 
house, located ncar Ldbetrfs' 


forest- 




When Mrs. 

old son, Trahgott, askca^H^F 
ecker on Friday attferegy^dT- 
an Associated Pr^ repdriCT; 


and Margot Honecker. 

Only five months ago, the 
Honeckers were cheered by 
millions of East Germans. But 
after their downfall, Lutheran 
church documents show that the 
army refused to let the Honeck- 
ers live at a military base, saying 
it could not guarantee their 
safety. 

Mrs. Holmer said the famil y 
had received some threats since 
taking in the Honeckers. On 
Friday a coal truck driver pass- 
ing by the bouse shouted “kffl the 

nrtTl ** On/I tVlia n nlT 



Germans, who are.ingertetf^i; 
complete the reptidiatobbfooiDr: 
munist rule in efectfon^tqd^,; 
Honecker responded 'lhat^th^ 
lawyers had asked hmrtb irinairr 
silent. ; . ’• .; ; 

Under .Honedcex^ Quistians 
were allowed to prarfice thrir 
religion, but were hindered waea 


guy,” and then drove off. 
Honecker, 77, who w 



onecker, 77, who was top- 
pled by a popular revolution in 
October, faces trial on high 


sity or advance in tb&rjqhsJj : AY^r 

Mrs. Holmer said nmepChffl^i 
10 children were unable}? aBrttf v :• 
university because th^T^usat;-.; 
to : join the party’s Ybufh.'-^ 
MovemenLTraugptt,wfib gave'_ ; ; 
his room to the Honeckers, ^3“: : 
to become an apprentice e^pa£.‘£ t ; 
ter because the road to higher ^ 
education was blocked: , y. 

Traugott said be did -not ; 

any bitterness toward Mrs. fJon- 1: v 
ecker, who was education mini-. I-:- 
ster during his tteh^ yeySr - , . 



■m 




Supporters of the Social Democratic Party (SPD) cheer Willy Brandt, 
honorary chairman of both East and West Germany's (SPD) parties 
and East German SPD leader Ibrahim Boahma in Greffswafd. (Reuter 

wirephoto) 










Police battle skinheads 


EAST BERLIN, March 18, (Reuter): East German police bat- 
tled 200 football hooligans, including neo- Nazi skinheads, who 
ran amok through East Berlin yesterday, the eve of the country's 
national elections, the official ADN news agency said today. 

The hooligans, supporters of the FC Berlin Soccer Club, 
smashed shop windows, chanted fascist slogans and burned an 
East German flag in the central Alexandetplalz, ADN said. 

Three policemen were injured and two police cars damaged in 
the dashes, a police spokesman was quoted as saying. 

police made 1 6 arrests, including a West Berliner inolved in the. 
flag-burning, ADN said. 




■m: 












East German police have reported increasing trouble wit* 
Neo-Nazis, skinheads and soccer violence since the country's 
authoritarian Stalinist leadership fell in a popular uprising lace 
last year. 
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18 {AP): A senior Irau- 
m mte rview published 

Besnarati’s statement is the latest in a 

A moder«e faction led by President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani says the hostage issue 
is moving toward a solution, while a 
radical faction argues against releasing 


es may be free early next year 


them. 

The 18 Western hostages are believed 
held by Shiite Muslim groups loyal to Iran, 
but thought to bemorc loyal to the radicals 
than the moderates. The hostages indude 
eight Americans, four Britons, two West 
Germans, Two Swiss, an Irishman and an 
Italian. 

Besharati, who visited Lebanon recen- 
tly, said he believes chances for a hostage 
release are better than ever. 

“I saw the situation there,” the news- 
paper quoted him as saying. "And you 
know nothing is secret in Lebanon. On the 
basis of my observations 1 can say the 
chances for freedom for the hostages are 


brighter than at any time before.' 

The official said he did not expect all the 
hostages to be released at one time. 

He also said Iran has no direct link to the 
kidnappings. 

“The Is lami c Republic of Iran, as it has 
been repeatedly said, is againsr the 
philosophy of hostage-taking and Tehran 
has no direct or indirect role in this mat- 
ter,” Besharati said. 

“Many countries believe that we in Iran 
have spiritual influence in Lebanon," he 
said. “They also believe that we can use the 
spiritual influence for freedom of the hos- 

tflMA ” 


An advance copy of the interview with 


the English-language daily in Tehran was 
sent to the Associated Press. The same 
paper in two recent editorials called for 
releasing the hostages as an Islamic and 
humanitarian action. 

Besharati said Israeli attacks on 
Lebanon had twice prevented hostage 
releases — one was an unspecified attack 
on Muslim positions in south Lebanon 
two years ago and the second was the July 
28. 1989, kidnapping of Sheik Abdul 
Karim Obeid. 

“I think if these two incidents had not 
taken place, by now the hostages would 
have reached their homes,” the Foreign 
Ministry official said. 


» Israeli President holds meetings on new government 

Shamir, Peres vie to lead 


March 18, (Agencies): Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir vied with sacked vice-premier Shimon Peres to form a 
new Israeli government today after their coalition collapsed over 
proposed peace talks with Palestinians. 

i Shamir’s right-wing Likud and Peres's dovish 

Labour asked President Chain Herzoe for authnritv to form a nnv 


Peres, sacked by Shamir last 
week, led the no-confidence fight 
in Parliament over Shamir's 
refusal to accept US proposals 
'0or convening first-ever Israeh- 
*’ Palestinian peace talks in Cairo. 

“If we form a government very 
quickly, and I hope this will be 
the situation, we will be sitting 
very soon with the Pales tinians in 
Cairo,” Haim Ramon, the 
Labour parliamentary leader, 
said before meeting Herzog. 

Lengthy negotiations are lik- 
ely as both main parties woo four 
religious parties holding the key 
to power, including Shas. For- 
mation of the unity government 
assembled 15 months ago took 
52 days. 

“It can take days and it won't 
surprise me if it takes weeks and 
£Ot a few weeks,” Ramon told 
Importers. 

Labour' politicians expected 
Herzog would give Peres the first 
crack at fonning a government 
by the end of the week. 

But Sarah Doron, Likud* 
parliamentary leader, told repor- 
ters after meeting Herzog: “We 
recommended to the president 
that Yitzhak Shamir , the Israeli 
prime minister, continue as 
prime minister.”- 

Likud politicians told Herzog 
they hopedto form another unity 
government after Sfcamm with- 
stood an internal leadership 
challenge at a 5-1/2 hour meeting 

After . seeing Herzog, 

parliament member? ZaHnadr 
Shovalsakf: 

“What we basically said — 
and I don’t think he disagreed 
with us on that point — was that 
,jhe problems mid the situation 
which forced us a year-and-a- 
half ago to form a national unity 
government had not changed-” 

Israel television said last night 
that backers of former defence 
minister Yitzkak Rabin of 
Labour were threatening to 
challenge Peres’s position as 
party head. 

The Likud parliamentary fac- 
tion mrt last night and decided to 
back S hamir ahead of the meet- 
' ing with Herzog. Shamir stayed 
away from the meeting. 

Paitiament member Reuven 
Rivlin said at the meeting that 
Deputy Prime Minister David 
Levy should replace Sh amir . 

In unrest today, Salim Yacob 
Rihan, 50, of Axnari Camp in the 
West Bank died in hospital after 
being shot in the head by rubber 
ttniUels fired by Israeli soldiers in 
^dashes bn Thursday, Pakstin-. 
ianssaid. 


government with each claiming it could command support from 61 of 
Parliament’s 120 m e m bers. 

In the spreading political turmoil. Immigration Minister Rabbi 
Yitzhak Peretz quit the religious Shas Party in protest at its bringing 
down Shamir on Thursday in the first successful no-confidence vote of 
Israel’s. 42-year history. 



Former US president Jimmy Carter (left) and Jordanian 
Foreign Minister Marwan Qassem discuss prospects of 
peace in the Middle East on Saturday. Amman is the third 


leg of Carter's tour in the region which will also lake him to 
Israel and Tunis. (Reuter wirephoto) 



T 


Carter for Israeli-Palestinian dialogue 


AMMAN, March 18, (Agencies): Former US 
president Jimmy Carter today reaffirmed Jordan's 
key role in the Middle East peqceprocess and said he 
favours an Israeli-Palestinian dialogue as the next 
step in efforts to settle the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Carter, who brokered the 1979 peace treaty bet- 
ween Israel and Egypt, was apparently seeking to 
allay Jordanian fears, voiced privately by senior 
officials in Amman, that the kingdom was being 
edged out of the peace process. 

“There's no way to precede in any substantive 


intimately involved,” Carter told a news coniereoce 
before leaving for Israel and the occupied West 
Bank and GazaStrip. 

The former president, on his third visit to the 
Middle East since leaving office in 1981, said be 
believed the Camp David accord between Egypt and 
Israel offered t he “framework or guideline" for 
peace in the region. 

Jordan, which renounced all territorial claims to 
the West Bank in July 1988 to make way for the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation to act on behalf 
of the Palestinians, has been sidelined since the PLO 
recognised Israel and renounced terrorism in 
November 1988. 


Roughly half of the 3.1 million residents of Jor- 
dan, which ruled the West Bank from 1950 to 1967 
when il was captured by Israel, are of Palestinian 
origin. 

King Hussein, along with most Arab leaders, 
rejected the Camp David treaty and called for an 
international peace conference on the Arab-Israeli 
conflict under United Nations auspices with the 
participation of all parties involved, including the 

Carter said the US proposal for an Israeli-Pales- 
tinian dialogue made by Secretary of State James 
Baker HI last year was “compatible with the Camp 
David accords.” 

He pointed out that the Egypt-Israd peace treaty 
was the only legal document endorsed by the Israeli 
it, the United States and 


Egypt as a basis for peace in the Middle East. 

Carter said today he hoped for a decisive win by 
one party in the race to form a new Israeli govern- 
ment. 

“In my judgement the peace process is probably 
better if there is a clear definition in the political 
arena in Israel of which party is responsible, which 
party is in charge,” he told a news conference in 
Amman. 


FIS demands 
dissolution 
of -Algerian 
Parliament 

ALGIERS, Match 18. (Renter): 
Algeria’s fundamentalist 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
yesterday demanded the dissolu- 
tion ofPariiament ahead oflocal 
elections scheduled for June- . 

-FIS' spokesman Abbasi 
Madam told a news conference 
the elections, the first multi- 
iiparty tjon in 30 yew* of 

'dubious legitimacy as long as 
Parliament was run by the ruling 
National' Liberation Front 
(FLN). 

But Madam said his party, 
widely considered the country s 
strongest opposition force, 
would participate in the elections 
as loag as Parliament did not 
enact “repressive* laws. 

“We doubt the legitimacy ot 
the town and provincial ejections 
as long as they are not preceded 
by National Assembly elec- 
tion*" Madam said. ' 

“The FIS demands the <ns- 
soiutioa and je-etection_ of the 
National Assembly. Tta does 
not co^aSclits entry jnto the 
. £ town and provincial ejections. 

. Since moves toward multi- 
party .democracy last yea r. 
Parliament has- voted sweeping 
political and economic reforms 

and is now studying an amend- 
ment to-the electoral law desig- 
ned to introduce greater proper- 1 

tionat representation. 


Secret US-Syria talks 

DUBAL March 18, (AP): Syria wiQ demilitarise the strategic Golan 
Heights if Israel withdraws its troops from the territory captured in 
1967, the government-owned AJ Bayan daily reported today. 

That was the outcome of talks between the United States and Syria 
on the Middle East peace process and Western hostages held in 
Lebanon, the daily said. ■ 

Thepaper, which didnot say where or when the talks took place, said 
they were “secret and high-IeveL” 

AI Bayan quoted unnamed sources as saying: “Syna expressed 
readiness to agree to demilitarisation of the Golan if Israeli troops 
withdrew.” " 

The Golan issue will soon be discussed by US Secretary of State 
James Baker with his Soviet counterpart, Eduard Shevardnadze, the 

^The Golan issue has been one of the main stumbling Nocks in efforts 
to find a Middle East settlement 

But in recent month* the Syrians, plagued tty economic woes and 
political isolation, have been moving back into the Arab mainstream. 

A weakening of Soviet support for Damascus, for long Moscow’s 
main Arab ally, in recent months amid liberalising reforms has also 
ge Syria toward greater moderation, 
restored relations with Egypt in December, ending a 12r 


year rift caused by Egypt’s 1 979 peace treaty with Israel. 
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Morocco 

Blind stage 
hunger strike 

RABAT, March 18, (Reuter): A 
hundred blind Moroccans are 
stagings hunger strike at a Rabat 
mosque, demanding the chance 
to team and earn. 

They sat in the central cour- 
tyard oF the Sid AJ Ghandor 
mosque today holding placards 
Rating 17 aims. 

One of diem told Reuters the 
demonstration began on Thurs- 
day and would continue until the 
authorities promised to exa m i n e 
their grievances. 

They want special facilities for 
the blind in the education system , 
school books in Bnufle and audio 
libraries. _ 

No official figures are availa- 
ble for the number of blind in 
Morocco. 


Israelis 
balk at 
buying 
missiles 


WASHINGTON, March 18, 
(AP): The United States is trying 
to sell Israel a sophisticated anti- 
missile defence system, but the 
Israelis are not sore they want to 
boy. 

The case reflects the impact 
that the reduced Soviet threat in 
Europe is haring on thriving US 
defence manufacturers. 

Usually, Israel is the one press- 
ing the United States to sell it 
weapons systems. This tine, the 
Defence Department and the 
Raytheon Co. of Lexington, Mas- 
sachusetts, are the ones doing the 
pressing. 

Raytheon manufactures the 
Patriot, a land-based missfle sys- 
tem originally designed to shoot 
down aircraft. Several years ago, 
Raytheon reconfigured the system 
so it also could shoot down 
medium-range missiles. 

Israel coidd use the weapon to 
respond to a gro w i n g threat from 
vastly incr ea s ed wMln arsenals 
in the Arab world. Israel Is 
especially worried abont chemical 
warheads which two of its most 
implacable enemies — Syria and 
Iraq — reportedly have. 

The SlOO-miDion Patriot pack- 
age comes equipped with a radar 
to detect and track targets and a 
command centre to firing 
instructions to the missfles. 

In an annual report of possible 
arms saksfor fiscal year 1990, the 
State Department informed Con- 
gress that Israel may buy the 
Patriot. Undersecretary of 
Defence Pad WoHowitz discus- 
sed details of the sale on a visit to 
Israel in January. 

Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney told young American 
Jewish leaders several days ago 
that discussions about the Patriot 
sale were under way. 

Bat sources dose to the deal say 
Israd is far firom sold. 

“There’s still a long way to go 
toward a possible pm chase — I 
say possible and not necessarily 
probable,” said one sconce who 
spoke on coadHioo of anonymity. 
He said a decision is not ejected 
for several months. 

In Israel last week, a military 
official said the Patriot “only 

gives limited solution to the mis- 

sfle problem, so we don’t Intend to 
buy it at this stage.” 

“We are looting at other sys- 
the official said, while 
to elaborate. 

'SfflenmBtteaMtftr- 
sirs the threat. For the 5200 
million the United States basting 
for two Patriot systems Israel 
would need, it coaid produce the 
nextfpma r at k Mi of an anti-misaik! 
mbsfle, known as the Arrow. 

The Arrow programme b a 
component of the strategic 
defence initiative, the space-basted 

the llritedSat^whcb the US 
Defence Department has fanned 
out to Israel for research and 
development. 

• Two driver* an Israeli and a 
Palestinian go on trial in Cairo 
tomorrow on charges they 
introduced an Egyptian woman to 
a Mossad agent who offered her 
“huge amounts of money” to spy 
for Israel. 

Court papers charge that the 
Israeli, Egyptian-born Ibrahim 
Sabah Arad* and Palestinian 
Awad Monssa Thabet Zareb, 
both 35, collaborated in their 
alleged crime with a man iden- 
tified only as Aha Harotm, an 
officer in Israel’s Mossad secret 


service. 



Two Christian children search in the rubble in front 
of a sand barricade in battered east Beirut Battles 
between rival Christian forces resumed in north 


Beirut sending civilians into underground shelters. 
(Reuter wirephoto) 


Ibrahimi in Beirut: car bomb defused 

New bid to resolve crisis 


BEIRUT, March 18, (Agencies): Arab trouble- 
shooter Lakhdar Ibrahimi discussed with Syrian- 
backed President Elias Hirawi and Prime Minister 
Selim Hoss ways to resolve Lebanon’s deadlocked 
political crisis, official sources said today. 

They said Arab League envoy Ibrahimi, who 
arrived in Beirut yesterday, met separately with 
Hirawi, Hoss, house Speaker Hussein Husseini and 
several political and religious leaders. 

Official sources said the talks focused on helping 
Hirawi extend his authority to theChristian enclave, 
where troops under General Michel Aoun and the 
rival Lebanese Forces (LF) militia have been bat- 
tling for control. 

Ibrahimi represents the Arab League committee 
of Saudi Arabia, Morocco and Algeria formed to 
seek an end to the Lebanese crisis. He scored his 
biggest diplomatic success last September when he 
negotiated a ceasefire that halted six months of 
fighting between Aoun’s 15,000 troops and Syrian 
forces. 

Meanwhile, a car bomb was defused near a Syrian 
army base in Muslim west Beirut today as rival 
Christian forces battled with artillery and tanka in 
mountains north of the city, shattering a shaky two- 
week -old ceasefire in their mini-war. 

Police reported that a driver! ess navy blue Audi 


Sedan packed with 60 kilogrammes ( 1 32 pounds) of 
explosives was rolled down a street leading to the 
wrecked Commodore hotel with its motor and lights 
offbefore dawn. 

“But it veered slightly to the left and hit a sandbag 
position on a road intersection about 20 yards 
(metres) from the commodore and luckily failed to 
go ofT,” said a police spokesman. 

He said the target of the attempted bombing was 
almost certainly the hotel, where about 100 Syrian 
soldiers are quartered. 

The seven-storey hotel was for years the main 
base of Western correspondents covering Leban- 
on's civil war before it was wrecked in 1987 in 
fighting between rival Muslim militias. 

The building is across the street from a seven- 
storey block housing the Beirut offices of the 
Associated Pres* the US CBS and NBC television 
networks, the British Broadcasting Corp. and 
Kuwait's Al Qabas daily. 

The police spokesman said bomb disposal experts 
established that the explosives were set to detonate 
at 4 am (0200 GMT), but they could not determine 
why the timing device failed to function. 

The car bomb remained undetected for more than 
two hours, until Syrian sentries began patrolling the 
areas at 6 am (0400 GMT), the spokesman added. 


Iran needs $9b to 
rebuild towns, villages 

NICOSIA. March 18, (Reuter): Iran needs more than $9 billion to 
rebuild towns and villages damaged in the Gulf war, Iran's top 
reconstruction official said yesterday. 

Vice-President Hamid Mirzadeh said obstacles to reconstruction 
included acute shortages of manpower, money and transport. 

Speaking a week after parliamentary speaker Mehdi Karra bi criti- 
cised the slow pace of reconstruction, Mirzadeh appealed to parliament 
to increase his budget 

"The speed of reconstruction depends on the budget. Unfortunately, 
the parliament's planning and budget committee has halved the recon- 
struction allocation demanded by the government,” he told -Iranian 
television. 

The allocation, included in the budget for the next Iranian year 
beginning on Wednesday, is being debated in parliament 

Mirzadeh said his agency had built or repaired 1 18,000 houses and 
service buildings in the 19 months since a ceasefire ended fighting with 
Iraq. 

He said the agency needed another $1 billion in foreign exchange and 
580 billion rials (S8.2 billion) in Iranian currency to complete its task. 

Repairs in 20 cities bombed in the eight-year war and 38 towns near 
the war zone had been completed, Mirzadeh said, and work had begun 
on seven remaining areas, including the devastated port of Khorram- 
shahr and the oil city of Abadan. 


Saddam confers 
with King Fahd 

HAFR EL-BATTN, March 18. 
(Kuna): Visiting Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein held a meeting 
last night with Saudi monarch 
King Fahd Bin Abdelaziz on a 
number of issues topped by their 
bilateral relations. 

According to the Saudi Press 
Agency, the talks also discussed 
developments in the area and 
threats against the existance of 
the Arab nation. 

The Iraq-Iran dispute, it 
added, was reviewed in talks bet- 
ween the two leaders and the two 
agreed that Iran's “rejective 
stance to serious action" was 
unhelpful towards reachinga set- 
tlement in the region. 

Among other things, the two 
Arab leaders discussed tbc Pales- 
tinian issue with all its dimensions 
including the emigration of 
Soviet Jews to Arab occupied 
lands , SPA asserted. 

The talks were attended by 
Iraqi Deputy Premier and 
Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz. 



Maksond raps Mitchell: The Arab League 
Ambassador to the United Stales Clovis Maksoud lashed 
out at the Senate majority leader for criticising President 
Bush's statements on occupied [cast Jerusalem and accused 
him of playing “partisan politics.” 

Maksoud, who is also the League’s observer at the 
United Nation* told Kuna in a statement, "Senator Mit- 
chell cannot be ignorant of the vital issues involved nor 
should be ignore them." (Kuna) 

• • • 

Qjchen arrives in Bahrain: Chinese Foreign 

Affairs Minister Qian Qichen arrived in Bahrain from Abu 
Dhabi on Sunday on the third leg of a Gulf tour for talks 
with officials on regional issues and bilateral relations. 

The GulfNews Agency quoted Qian as saying on arrival 
the setting up of diplomatic relations last year "marked a 
new era in friendship 


countries. (Reuter) 


ip and co-operation between the two 


Egypt- Yemen talks: The Egyptian- Yemeai 
supreme committee will convene a meeting in Sanaa 
March 23 to discuss means of developing bilateral rela- 
tion* it was revealed in Cairo on Sunday. 

Egyptian diplomatic sources told Kuna that Egyptian 
Premier Atcf Stdki will chair Egypt’s delegation to the two 


He added the committee will thoroughly study means of 
strengthening political and economic relations and the 
possibility of developing trade exchange and benefiting 
from the Egyptian expertise in fields of industry, agricul- 
ture and culture in North Yemen ventures. (Kuna) 


Iran frees convicts: Iran has pardoned or com- 
muted sentences on 119 convicts tried by revolutionary 
courts in four dtie* the Iranian news agency Irna said on 
Sunday. 

Irna, monitored in Cyprus, said supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ah Khamenei ordered the pardons to mark the 
Iranian new year which starts on March 21. (Reuter) 

• • * 

Free circulation pact: Ministers from the live 
countries of the Maghreb Arab Union have agreed on a 
document providing for free movement of citizens among 
tbeir North African nations. 

The document, signed at the end of the ministers’ meet- 
ing Saturday night, will be presented to the conference of 
heads of states in Algiers next July for final approval. I AP) 

Lichal in Cairo: Austrian Defence Minister Robert 
Licha! arrived in Cairo Saturday on an eight-day visit to 
Egypt, during which he discusses ways of bolstering 
bilateral military co-operation. 

Lichal will hold a round of talks on Sunday with his 
Egyptian counterpart Yousef Sabri Abu Taleb, expected 
to centre on trading expertise technological knowledge in 
the field of military training and production. (Kuna) 

Rushdie must die: Iran's top judge repeated today 
that the late Ayatollah Khomeini's order to kill British 
author Salman Rushdie had to be carried out. 

"The verdict issued by his eminence the leader must be 
implemented and cannot be revised,” Mohammad All 
Yazdi told a news conference reported by Tehran Radio. 
(Reuter) 


Afghan president scrambling to shore up shaky political position 


KABUL, March 18, (Reuter); Afghan 
President Najibullah is scrambling to 
shore up his political position badly 
-shaken by the March 6 coup attempt in 
Kabul spearheaded by rebel air force 
pilots. 1 

In a blunt televised address to muja- 
hedeen field commanders this week, 
Najibullah tried to paint his implacable 
foe, hardline guerrilla leader Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar, as their worst enemy. 

He said coup leader Shahnawaz Tanai, 
his now sacked defence minister who was 
last seen by reporters in a cave hideout in 
Logar province about 50 km (30 mites) 
south of the capital, had joined forces with 
Hekmatyar. 

“Gulbuddin and his treacherous group 


intend to weaken other opposition group- 
ing and make himself champion of the 
race” the official Bakhtar News Agency 
quoted Najibullah as saying. 

“With my Islamic and Afghan voice 1 
say loudly, ‘resist with all your might 
against them. Topple the national traitors 
and killers of your sons,’ ” he said in the 
appeal to guerrillas who are nominally 
allied with Hekmatyar in the Pakistan- 
based Afghan opposition. 

Tanai has failed to win support from the 
other six guerrilla groups based in Pakis- 
tan. 

Najibullah, attempting to exploit tribal 
and political differences plaguing the 
opposition Islamic rebels, said in his 
speech that men of Hekmatyar’s Hezb-i- 


Islami has attacked and killed other muja- 
hedeen recently in six Afghanprovinces. 

The mujahedeen appear to have made 
significant gains in the battle for Khost, a 
small garrison town about 160 kms (100 
miles) southeast of Kabul and command- 
ing one of the roads leading to the Afghan 
capital. 

Mujahedeen forces captured the village 
of Tanai and two other security posts in 
Khost district which the guerrillas have 
been trying to seize for months, Bakhtar 
News Agency reported at the weekend. 

The village of Tanai is also the family 
borne of the coup leader. 

Government troops repulsed a heavy 
attack on Jalalabad this week, the news . 
agency said. Mujahedeen have been trying 


to take thecity east of Kabul for over a year 
and make it the capital of their interim 
government. 

The March 6 coup coincided with the 
first anniversary of the Soviet-made Scud 
missiles and to warplanes heading east and 
south to the battlefields in Khost and 
Jalalabad over the past several days. 

The government on Saturday said trials 
would begin soon for those arrested in (he 
“Shahnawaz-Gulbuddin coup plot.” 
Diplomats in Kabul estimate about 100 
people have been arrested so far. 

Najibullah has promoted 52 officers to 
the rank of general since the coup in an 
effort to create a military leadership he can 
trust 




] 





State budget draft to be ready in May 


Higher committee meets 


THE higher committee for the state bud- 
get held a meeting recently under the chair- 
manship of finance undersecretary Abdul- 
M arisen AJ Hanif. The committee consis- 
ted of senior offdals from Ministries of 
Planning and Finance and the Civil 
Service Commission. 

Undersecretary Hanif said the commit- 
tee discussed a work paper submitted by a 


special team to develop and follow up 
genera] frame of the state budget in order 
to prepare for the state budget of fiscal year 
1991/92 and the following years. He added 
that the team submitted a thnejprogrannne 
for preparing the budget of ministries and 
government authorities and establish- 
ments. 

He added that the work paper of the 


team connected the state budget wth Five 
Year Plan of the state through the unifica- 
tion of concepts, idioms and cl assifi cation 
specially since the budget laws will be 
approved at the beginning of the fiscal year 

1991 {92. 

Connection 

He added that preparing of the state 
budget will start in March every year to 


determine the economic and social 
developments during the fiscal year. The 
higher committee of the state budget will 
study the draft budget in May and then 

submit its recommendations to the finance 

minister. Later the draft budget will be 
submitted to the Council of Ministers and 
Higher Planning Council for study and 
approval, he said. 


NEWS IN 
BRIEF 


Amiri audience 

KUWAIT, March 18, (Kuna): 
His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Jaber A1 Ahmed Al Sabah 
received this morning Sheikh 
Jaber Al Ali. 

Mlsharl leaves 

KUWAIT, March 18, (Kuna): 
Kuwait Airways Corporation 
(KAC) Chairman and Managing 
Director Ahmad Al Misnari 
today left here for Tunis and 
London r e spec t i vely at the head 
of a KAC delegation. 

Mishari told Kuna prior to his 
departure that the aim of his 
visits is to discuss boosting co- 
operation between KAC and 
Tunisian Airlines m addition to 
attending inauguration of a new 
supply unit for Marriott Com- 
pany for Aviation Services in 
London. 

Sabah for Namibia 

MUSCAT, March 18, (Kuna): 
Kuwait's Deputy Premier and 
Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah 
Al Ahmed left the Omani capital 
yesterday heading for Namibia, 
after attending the HEC-GCC 


meeting. 

Sheikh Sabah will be attending 
lies of 


the inauguration ceremonies 
Namibian President Sam 
Nujoma. 

Czech festival 

KUWAIT, March 18, (Kuna): 
Kuwait Cine Club will hold 
Tuesday a week-long festival for 
the Czechoslovak cinema dis- 
playing five long narrative films 
and 1 2 other short ones. 

The Cine Club, in a press 
statement today, said that the 
week is being organised for the 
first time in co-operation with 
the Czechoslovak embassy in 
Kuwait and will include the latest 
production of Czechoslovak cin- 
ema for children and animated 
cartoon films. 

A competition will be held 
during the festival which will last 
until March 25 and a prize will be 
awarded for the best article writ- 
ten in Arabic on the week and its 
activities from the audiences. 

Quran recital 

KUALA LUMPUR. Man* 18, 
(Kuna): Kuwait is among some 
30 countries which have been 
invited to participate in the 
Malaysian-sponsored inter- 
national Quran reading competi- 
tion, beginning here Wednesday. 

The five-day competition to be 
officially opened by the 
paramount ruler, the Yang Di- 
Pertuan in an annual affair in this 
country. 

In conjunction with the com- 
petition, an international 
seminar aimed at ensuring a 
proper recital of the Quran will 
be held at the Islamic Centre here 
tomorrow. 

Simultaneously, an exhibition 
on science and the Quran will 
also be held. 

A spokesman for the orgaztis- 
ing committee said today aU is set 
for the occasion. 

He said five working papers 
will be presented at the two-day 
seminar to be attended by 800 
people, including participants 
and judges of the Quran reading 
contest. 

He added this will be the first 
time the Quran reading competi- 
tion is held outside the fasting 
month of Ramadan. 

KNPC report 

THE Chairman of Kuwait 
National Petroleum Company 
(KNPC) Ahmed Al Mulair has 
been quoted as saying that the 
company's activities for 1988/ 
1990 embodied the optimum 
utilisation of the company's 
refineries and gas plant. 

In his introduction to the com- 
pany's annual report, the official 
said that the most prominent per- 
formance of the company during 
1989 is represented in the 
inauguration of Mina Abdulla 
Refinery Modernisation Project 
which was patronised by HH the 
Crown Prince and Premier 
Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah Al 
Salem Al Sabah. 

Official talks 

BAGHDAD, March 18, 
(Kuna): The visiting Kuwaiti 
Foreign Ministry Under- 
secretary Suleiman Majid Al 

ghahwm began official talks with 

Iraqi officials yesterday. 

Talks, during his visit, will 
tackle bilateral issues of mutual 
concern and ways of enhancing 
them. 

Shaheen, delivered a message 

from Kuwaiti Foreign Minister 
and Deputy Premier Sheikh 
Sabah Al Ahmed Al Jaber to 
Iraqi Premier for Economic 
Affairs Sadoon Hamadi. 







Paaet technology course 


A course on Training Technology held by the Public Authority lor Applied Education and Training for a 
number of Defence Ministry officers from March 3 to 14 has wound up its activities. 

The concluding ceremony was attended by the deputy director-general of Paaet Hmoud Al Mudaf and the 
head of scholarship and courses in the Kuwaiti Army. Staff Col. Qasem Ghloom. 

The scientific co-ordinator of the course Dr Ahmad Bo Zabar said that the course was aimed at training 
the participants in the use of modem technological equipment used in the field of training, pointing out that 
the course included theoretical and practical lectures. 

The main subject of the course centred on the use ot computer technologies computer-aided systems, 
computerised video projection and others in training activities. 


Ensure protection for 
maids, say academics 


THE struggle between maids and their employers is 
said to be a natural result of differences between the 
interests of both sides, according to social and 
education professors at Kuwait University. 

On the issue of maids, they said that Kuwaiti law 
always sets aside maids as the only ones that should 
be accused. They described maids offices as slave 
dealers ... They also stressed that the maid popula- 
tion is human with feelings and should be treated as 
such. They called for root resolutions demanding 
>rde 


laws in order to ensure protection for this group. 
Dr Abdul Wahab Al Zafeeri from the Soda! 


Studies Department at the Arts College of Kuwait 
University said that the maids phenomenon is not a 
new one in Kuwait and that the truth lies behind tire 
maids trying to understand the norms of the new 
society they are brought into. He added that it is 
natural that differences and disputes will arise bet- 
ween maids and their employers due to the different 
interests of both sides. 


He indicated that maids in the past were only 
employed by specific families but, now maids are 
employed in households at all levels and since many 
parents arc unable to deal with their children, they 
find it even harder to deal with housemaids. 
Studies 

He said that statistics indicate that 72 per cent of 
inmates at the women prison are originally maids. 
He added that Kuwaiti law serves Kuwaitis on the 
account of others. This puts maids on the wrong side 
of the law at all times. He said that unfortunately 
there are no scientific studies conducted on the 
reaction of maids adding that most people think that 


maids are weak humans and are incapable of aveng- 
ing themselves. 

Dr Abdullah Al Lanqawi from the Social Studies 
Department stated that maids in Kuwait are treated 
unfairly by the law. He added that most maids 
problems usually occur inhouseholds where parents 
or employers belong to the uneducated group. 

He described most maids offices in Kuwait as 
slave shops. He indicated that most maids tend not 
to tell the truth about their ages in order to enter the 
country and find ajob. As a speedy resolution to this 
problem, he proposed that the government should 
imporc taxes on employers adding that ifa law is to 
be implemented it would force many families to do 
without maids. 

He added that housewives are incapable of taking 
care of their households and this would be one 
reason why the government should provide a 
replacement for maids in the form of childrens 
nurseries and day care centres. 

Resolution 

' On the other hand. Dr Salem Sarri indicated that 
a root resolution should be adopted in order to 
counter the issue. He said that the ease with which 
maids are brought into the country is the main 
reason behind the large number of maids. He added 
that due to the low salaries granted to maids 
estimated at an average of KD30 per month made it 
easier for many families to afford having a maid 
inside the house. He suggested that more restrictions 


should be implemented on bringing maids to the 
country including setting limits for their salaries. He 


added that special laws should be adopted to ensure 
protection for maids. 


Soviet to 
lecture on 


in Kuwait 


MOSCOW, March 18, (Kuna): 
Renowned Soviet critic Yvgene 
Sidrov is to visit Kuwait by end 
of March to deliver lectures on 
cultural and artistic impact of 
perestroika on the Soviet Union. 

Sidrov, in an interview with 
Kona, said that contacts between 
men ofletters in his country' and 

Kuwait were stil at the early stage 

andpointed out that a collection 
of Gulf short stories have only 
recently been published in Rus- 
sian under the title "Winds of the 
Gulf.” 

He explained tht his visit to 
Kuwait, which comes at the 
invitation of the Kuwaiti league 
of men ofletters, further targets 
discussing issues of the union of 
Afro- Asian writers- 

Sidrov, who is heading the 
Gorky Institute for Literature 
and is the deputy secretary-gen- 
eral of the Afro- Asian Union, 
asserted the importance of keep- 
ing the union remote from 
hegemony of any country. 


Limits 


Medical services 
forces being 




Kuwaiti medics urged to join in ; y 


THE inauguration of (he Armed 
Forces Hospital is going to usher 
in a new era in medical services 
for the military, theJMr^torof 
Medical Services & Kuwait's 
Ministry of Defence Dr Rashed 
A3 Amiri has been quoted as say- 
ing. 

The 260 bed armed forces hos- 
pital cost around KD17 million 
and has been designed to serve 
the Ministry of Defence and 
Kuwait Army personnel, Amiri 
said. 

In an interview with a local 
daily Dr. Amiri described the 
new Armed Forces ^capital as a 
daring measure aimed at upgrad- 
ing the quality of medical 
services provided to the military. 


He disclosed that the Munster 
of Defence Sheikh Nawaf Al 
Ahmed Al Jaber is paying poin- 
ted attention to this issue-_ He 
further added that the minister 
has called to pay more concern to 
national medical cadres stressing 
the importance of prequalifying 
these cadres through the organis- 
ing of trading courses, seminars 
and medical workshops. 

Dr Amiri said that the ministry 


area to. 
service, i 
be considered -as ah open iavt 
lion to all Kuwaitisrquafified 
the medical SekJ to join T 
Armed Fc 

cribed the hospitar nsr a « 
modern hospital with xtafeH 


Speaking of thc depaitafca 
ad pathc 


is paying material incentives to 
Kuwaiti doctors as wefl as. to 


the 


those working in the 
medical services. He said 
Armed Forces Hospital still 
requires medical and nursing 
staff, and added that prepara- 
tions were currently underway to 


He further added that the hosp- brinK m physicians from Britain 
ital will constitute the outset of a and Sweden. He described this 

move as an imperative and 
urgent need. 


qualitative shift in services. 

Speaking of the pnprities of 
military medical service. Dr 
Amiri, said that speh a service 
will concentrate on field medical 
support, and improving and 
developing medical serykes for 
the three services Le. toe army, 
navy and air forces. - 

He added that the department 
was studying the encouraging of 
scientific research to be connec- 
ted with medical services with 
concentrationonclmica] services 
and field medical services to be 
extended to the three services. . 


He that the minister of 
defence has confirmed the 
importance of the provision of 
specialists and consultants for 
the Armed Forces Hospital. He 
added that the hospital had hos- 
ted several well known^nonsul- 
tants from advanced .countries to 
treat rare and chronic cases. 

M ean while, die Director of the 
Armed Fortes Hospital Colonel 
Dr Abdurahman Al Naseem 
urged Kuwaitis in the meefied 


and pathological 
Naseem said tb^-ramaipd 
irions at the hospital ftave bc 
increased ‘sucb 'a^tbe otcjp 
general medicine and or 
ledks. Apart fromtheabc 
official said, the hospital 
grouping a □ umbcrofspcaafe 
lions such as chest diseases, bea 
disease, digestive rapparsit 
anaesthesia, intensive cart^di 
matotogy, venereal ifiseasc ^ 
eye surgery in addition tqpias 
surgery, brain and nervt j 
urethral, dental 



for the hcwgatafs teditricwm 


Minors affairs 


i 


Safe investments 
being looked into 


He set the condition that the 
union should avoid falling cap- 
tive to financial donations from 
Moscow or other capitals. 

He underlined necessity of 
directing the union's activities to 
reacting to the concerns of the 
member countries’ writers but 
underscored that the writers 
should have their say in a number 
of political questions as well such 
as the Palestinian intifada and 
the just Palestine cause. 

Speaking of the union's 
literary publication 'Lotus,' 
Sidrov said that it will be soon 
published in four languges 
Arabic, Russian, French and 
English. 

He expressed the opinion that 
the magazine should cover the 
concerned countries cultural and 
social life and not timit itself to 
printing artistic articles that are 
not read by anyone. 

Praising the PLO's assistance 
to the magazine, he said that 
Lotus should further discuss cul- 
tural differences, noting that the 
magazine's headquarters would 
be moved from Tunis to Cairo. 

Sidrov, who wrote a number of 
books on literary criticism, said 
that perestroika, or the policy of 
restructuring in Soviet Union as 
introduced by President Mikhail 
Gorbachev, had led to releasing a 
number of works of art that had 
been banned under the previous 
regulations. 


uty director-general of the Public Authority for Minors’ 


THE 
Affairs . 

P ama budget for 89/90 reached KD4,061,000, adding that the Parna’s 
m ainline activity is to invest minors' money in profitable and legal 
enterprises and to deposit the returns in the accounts of clients mutants 
wing. 

He pointed out that the first priority of operation was to find die 
safest investment opportunity possible to employ the money lnftuna's 
care according to Islamic law to ensure protection and growth of this 
money. 

Mohjem said thaiPama said considerable attention to the returns of 
money invested in leased flats and a great number of minors (clients) 
depended for their monthly income^on tins source, adding that on 
amn iint of this Pama opened a special branch office in Farwamya last 
year, to proricfe betrer 4easmg <djances and aaqther sTK*.offioe.ia;| 
currently underconstnicticm Hawafiy. 

Hesaid that Pamapetsoond would paya vwziozncianmy or minors 
seeking protect! on of their money and properties to find out about their 
social situation and recommended appropriate solution. He added that 
adequate studies would also be conducted of the existing financial 
situation of the families so that sufficient monthly salaries would be 
allocated, taking into account all other expenses, such as contingency 
money and emergency costs, - 

Support...: 

He added that once the minor becomes able to support himself or 
finds a proper job, Pama would cease to pay him his monthly salary, 
adding that in the case of girls, the salary would be discontinued upon 
her marriage or her divorce for the second time. ... 

He said that the situation of minors would be followed up all-round 
in co-ordination with titesdhool, the departmentofsodal services at the 
Education Ministry as wefias throng regular contacts with their 
family members at 

He pointed out that the newly set up follow-up and service office at 
the Plazna would receive transactors, answer their queries and process 
their transactions by trqp&ferring their papers to the relevant auth- 
orities inride Pama. 

Mohjem added that Pama would among other things seek to 
implement the wifi of deceased persons, follow up their transactions, 
Uecttheir debts, pay their due debts, divide up inheritance among the 
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Hylomar puts the seal on quality 


When Rolls Royce encountered difficulties sealing 
against synthetic lubricants used in early jet engines 
and found existing jointing compounds unsuitable, 
it researched and developed its own compound. 
The result of intensive research was Hylomar which 
is now extensively used in the aeronautical industry 
and successfully used as a sealant in jet turbine 
engines providing a high resistance to both fuel and 
lubricants. 


cooling systems, it displaces a thin oil film ensuring 
minimum surface preparation and is easy to dis- 
mantfedue to its non-hardening properties. 


Hylomar has now been adopted worldwide for use 
in sealing petrol, diesel engines and automotive 
transmissions. 


This mufti-faceted gasket and jointing compound 
is suitable for use on alternators, axle assemblies, 
bearing caps and brackets, cylinder heads, cylinder 
block plugs, cylinder liner steps, covers, diesel 
engines, fuel injectors and pumps, gaskets coating, 
gas turbines, gearboxes, hydraulic drives and 
motors, Inlet manifolds, oil sumps, petrol engines, 
thread sealing, timing cases, torque converters, 
valves and water and oil pumps. 


Hylomar will not harden or set even at high tem- 
peratures, it allows metal to metal contact ensuring 
a very strong structural joint Hylomar is resistant to 
all fluids and gases normally present in petrol, diesel 
and turbine engines, gearboxes, transmissions and 


Hylomar is manufactured by Maraton Bentley in 
the UK and is distributed throughout the Middle 
East, Africa and Indian sub-continent by Inter- 
national Distribution Centre, Welwyn Garden City, 
UK. 
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Loctlte — improved quality 


Loctite s range ol industrial products make locking, 
sealing, bonding and retaining problems things of 
the past for both originalequipment, manufacturing 
companies and the maintenance man. Great sav- 
ings of valuable time, energy and expense result 

Loctite threadlocking products secure against 
the most sustained vibration and repeated shock 
loads allowing the use of plain standard fasteners, 
which remain tight at specified clamp loads. 

Burst pipes will be unheard of thanks to Loctite 
sealants which seal pressured threaded pipes, fit- 
tings and connections against leaks of most liquids, 
gases and solvents and protect against corrosion 
and loosening due to shock and vibration. Time 
consuming parts replacement can also be elimin- 
ated thanks to Loctite's range of retainers which 
when applied as a liquid ensure a 100 per cent 
contact between mating surfaces of all profile parts. 
In production, tolerances can be eased, reducing 


machine time and costs while increasing assemble 
eostiy part replacement can be avoided with the ' 
use of loctite bonding products which are suitable 
formajruenance.dBsion and production engineer 
aMke. Broken parts can go back into operati^i^n 
once they would have been thrown on the serin 
heap. .. 
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4 pets available for all phone subscribers 


THE director of telegram and telephone 
Services -department at the Ministry of 
Communications Fadhel Abul Hassan has 
said that the ministry changed its policy^ 
providing telephone subscribers with tele- 
phone sets from last January. He added 
that a mimsterial decision was issued ejv- 
mg subscribers the right to a telephone set 
prodded by the ministry. 

- They are not required to return the tele- 
phone set-to the ministry when they cancel 
the telephone service. He added that subs- 
lumbers can also buy these sets from the 
w I 0041 marlcct beside the centrals after pay- 
ing ten dinars as the cost of the set The 
mmistiy repairs and maintains the set 
without charge except costs of spare pans. 


Mobile telephones for rent 


He however said that telephone sets 
imported by local companies cannot be 
repaired or maintained at the ministry. 

Specifications 

Abul Hassan pointed out that Ministry 
of Communications will import large 
quantities of the latest telephone sets dur- 
ing the second half of this year. These sets 
will be distributed to subscribers who need 
them. He added that die increase in num- 
ber of subscribers is the reason that there is 
a shortage of these sets at the centrals. He 
added that most telephone sets sold in the 
local market are- licenced after being ins- 
pected by engineers of the ministry. They 
meet the specifications limited by die min- 
istry to avoid damaging or har ming the 


-telephone network. Abul Hassan added 
that people can now get the telephone 
service after only one week of submitting 
the application at Raas A1 Sahniya and 
Hawalti centrals. This quick service will be 
applied to all centrals in the country soon. 
It will however the applied first at 
Shuwaikh and Juleeb A1 Smyoukh entrals 
because pressure on the two modern cen- 
trals. He added that computers will be used 
in selecting the telephone numbers of new 
subscribers. This will put an end to 
problems on the selection of certain tele- 
phone numbers by employees of the cen- 
trals. 

Abul Hassan said the ministry rents 
mobile telecommunications station via 


satellites for people who want it against a 
monthly Tent of fCDIOO. The ministry has 
many of these stations for rent. Anyone 
can take the station with him on remote 
trips and voyages and toany country in the 
world. He however denied there are tele- 
phone sets that can record a callers num- 
ber. He added that there is no mobile 
phone set that can do so at the present time. 

He pointed out that ministry took part 
in the Info 90 exhibit where it co-operated 
with international companies to display 
modem services tike international data 
bank service. He added that this service 
enables subscribers to contact and get data 
from 1.200 data banks in the world by 
using one secret code. 
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Writeto Legal Clinic, Arab Times, P.O. Box 2270, 13023 Safat, Kuwait or fax yoor questions oo Fax No. 


PLEASE CLARIFY: Overtime 

payment; break time; rest period; sick 
leave; overtime on rest day and official 
holidays— Feb 23, 24 and 25. We worked 
on Feb 24 in Ken ofFeb 25. Was Saturday. 
Feb 24 not a holiday? 

My contract stipulates that 15 days 
paid leave. Since we are on a two-year 
contract, the company is giving bs 310 
calendar days vacation. What does the 
labour hw say on annual leave? (Query 
edited) 

- ■ R.A.C. A Inman 

ACCORDING to Kuwaiti Labour 
■ Law, Article 33, mentions that it is for- 
' '. bidden to work for more than eight 
’ '.feoiirs, or 48 hours weekly , unless it is for 
reasons as mentioned in the contract. A 
labourer c ann ot work continuously for 
' more than five hours without a one hour 
rest period. The rest period is not a part 
of the working period. 

Article 34 mentions that the employer 
can make the employee work overtime 
for not more than two hours per day. 
And if: you work extra hours, an 
employee is entitled to 25 percent extra 
J , pay- ICyou are. doing overtime and not 
being paid, you have the' right to claim. 
»<*<■ s/T^ maxh^nm n n^ba' ofwoririag 
•v i boursjs eight butit isuptQ the employer 
how many hours be requires from an 
employee. But if the employer gives 
overtime work/ excluding the rest 
period, the employee has to follow the 
routine in the best interests of the com- 


The government had declared Satur- 
day, Feb 24 instead of Friday, Feb 23, as 
an official holiday. In the private sector. 
Feb 24 was a working day, and Friday 
and Sunday were official holidays and 
not Saturday. If you worked on Friday 
or Sunday, you have the right to claim 
double wages. Overtime for official 
holidays is normally included at the end 
of the month for monthly paid workers, 
or at the end of the week. 

Sick leave: an employee is entitled to 
side leave if it has been recommended by 
the doctor. If a medical leave certificate 
from the company is endorsed by the 
doctor recommending a day of rest, the 
company will give the day of rest on the - 
basis of the medical report. If the doctor 
recommends two to three days rest, then 
this will be taken into account. Without 
a valid medical certificate recommend- 
ing rest, a company cannot give a day off 


for rest. 

You are entitled to get 30 working 
days annual leave, excluding Fridays, 
and not 30 calendar days. 

* * * 

IF the employer reduces the salary of the 
employee working on visa No. 18 withoat 
notice and he refuses to accept the resig- 
nation, can the employee said his resigna- 
tion by registered post giving 15 lays 
notice from the date of registry? WonM 
the action be considered legal as per the 
Kuwaiti Labour Law? 

CP. Anaad 

YES. A registered notice can be sent; it 
will be considered as a legal notice and 
you can depend on it. But you must keep 

evidence of registration. 

* * * 

.HOW is tile pay of a monthly paid worker 
calculated, if he is absent for two or three 
days. I am given to understand that the 
pay the nnmber of working horns wiD be 
divided by total salary and mahipfied by 
the actual number of working hoars pat 
in. If this method is applied, the worker 
loses ifthemonlli has Iras (ban 26 working 
days and the company loses if the month 
has more than 26 woridng days. 

- Xlra^cbi^panyceafeutatestbe-leave pay 
as 14 days is equal 1650 per cent and 21 
days Is equal to 75 per cent of the total 
monthly salary. Is the interpretation 
right? 

Harold 

THIS depends on the number of. days in 
araonth — 28, 30 or 31 days. For exam- 
ple, in February, there are 24 working 
days; in March, for example, excluding 
four Fridays, 27 days. 

For example in January, four 
Fridays, there were 27 working days. 
The monthly salary is divided by die 
number of working days and the deduc- 
tion would be made accordingly. 

This is the wrong calculation. The 
leave days divided by 26 days to derive 
the salary for 14 days will be more than 
50 per cent, and for 21 days, it will be 
more than 75 per cent. For example, if 
the salary is KD 221, divided by 26 to 
derive the daily salary and multiplied by 
the number of holidays would be more 
than 50 per cent salary for 14 days leave. 

Indemnity on salary must be cal- 
culated by 26 working days, says the law 
regardless of whether you work full or 
part time for the same company. Tbereis 
no provision of the 30 day count m 


Kuwait labour law. It must be divided 

by 26 days. There is no other way. 

• * • 

IS the salary calculated on 26 days or 30 
days? How mock should an employee get 
for working on official holidays — 200 
per cent plus his normal wage? 

T.J. 

THE salary is calculated on 26 working 
days. 

Overtime for working on official 
holidays is double wages. For example, 
if you earn KD10 per day, you'll be 

entitled to KD20 — it is double wages. 

* * * 

1 CAME to Kuwait on visa No. 18 in Feb 
1986. 1 am working as an electridan on a 
farm. In Nov 1987, 1 went on vacation and 
as my visa expired, my sponsor sent a new 
visa and 1 returned April 1988. My visa 
now expires on April 1990.. Fra looking 
for another job. My employer doesn't 
want to give a release and says that 1 can 
only work ou a farm. 1 will complete more 
than tiireeyears employment by April this 
year. A worker can transfer to another 
employer after completing three years. Is 
it true that I cannot transfer only to a 
farm. 

Please reply through a letter. «. 

Aurelio R. SerradiDa 

(We regret to inform you that individual 
replies cannot be given) 

The transfer of residence depends on 
the profession mentioned in the pass- 
port. As you entered on a new visa in 
1 988, you don't have the right to transfer 
the residence as you have not completed 
three years employment. Due to entry 
on a fresh visa in 1988, the previous stay 
is not taken into account. And if you 
wan t to change the job, the only way is to 

get a new visa and re-enter Kuwait. 

* * * 

I AM working as a salesgirl since 1988. 
As I am not bring paid on time, Td like to 
change my job. But the managing director 
doesn't allow me to work outside and is 
not giving a release.. Is it possible to 
change my job? 

FekaDesoza 

THE rules say that an employee can’t 
change jobs before completing three 
years employment And you have not 
completed three years, and under the 
rules you are not eligible for seeking a 
transfer of residence. After completing 
the period, if the employer refuses, you 
can file a case and get the release. 


‘Pakistan 

exploiting 

Kashmir 

problem’ 

(Continued from Page 1) 

“The situation in Kashmir 
was that a few people raised 
the flag of Pakistan and those 
people had been exploited 
now, given arms, and training 
to create that kind of atmos- 
phere." she said, adding “that 
is wrong." 

She said: “We don't want a 
war, there should never be a 
war provided they (Pakistan) 
don't instigate the 
programme of hatred; this 
could lead to more unpleasan- 
tness." 

Heptuliah last night ended 
her two-day official visit to 
Kuwait. 

The message for the Amir, 
delivered yesterday, dealt 
with “India’s viewpoint on 
Kashmir and the attitude of 
Pakistan towards it”. It also 
touched on the developments 
in Namibia. Nelson Man- 
dela's release and has 
opposed the Soviet-Jews set- 
tlement in occupied 
territories. 

Heptuliah said: “The 
Kashmir issue is an internal 
affair (because) it is an 
integral part of India.” She 
said India would not tolerate . 
any “outside interference”. 

Asked to comment on an 
OIC statement condemning 
India's handling of the Kash- 
mir problem, she said: “No 
force should be used in set- 
tling the issue, the problem 
should be resolved peacefully, 
bilaterally and within the 
Simla Agreement with no out- 
side interference — this is the 
current OIC stand.” 

She said the Kashmir 
problem must be settled 
within the framework to the 
Simla Agreement. And Pakis- 
tan must desist using hostile 
propaganda. 

She described Kuwaiti- 
Indian relations as “cordial 
and built on a long history.” 

A numberofKuwaitis have 
been running businesses in 
India for a long period and 
some are living there 
especially in Bombay, she 
went on. 

Najma, who said she was 
personally less than satisfied 
with Kuwaiti-lndian bilateral 
relations, shared HH the 
Crown Prince and Premier 
Sheikh Saad A1 Abdullah's 
belief that economic and 
trade relations should be 
strengthened. 




Czech, jewellery on show 

Models in costumes and hair styles of the 
early 20th century swaying lo ^stc recor- 
ded around the same period pwH 
exhibited Czech' fashion 
day night at theMendien sThuwaHall 
The show that was attended by the 
Ambassador of the Czechoslovak Soctal- 


sft Republic to Kuwait Thomas Strakos, 
was organised by Khalit Bahman Trading 
Establishment and Jabtonex Foreign 
Trade Company Ltd, Czechoslovakia's 
main exporting body. 

Glass, wooden and metal jewellery have 
been specialities of Czechoslovakia for 


more than 250 years. More than 400 
exhibited pieces depicted a wide variety of 
designs and colours and superior crafts- 
manship. 

Red, pink and yellow silk flowers were 
paraded in baskets by models in 78th 


century frocks gracefully dancing to 
Mozart music. 

The Jablonex Fashion Jewellery Exhibi- 
tion will be open until March 26 from 9:30 
am to 12:30 noon and 4:00 to 8:00 pm. — 

Diana Abou Haidar. 


Security to be stepped 
up in capital: Rujaib 

Dud cheque cases on the increase 


THE director of security at the 
Capital govemorate Col Ahmad 
A1 Rujaib has said that it is time 
shop owners were obliged by law 
to carry out security precautions 
as recommended by the Ministry 
of Interior to protect these 
establishments from theft. 

Col Rujaib said that there are 
40,000 shops carrying out 
various activities in the Capital 
Govemorate, besides commer- 
cial banks, money exchange 
companies and jewellery shops. 
These form heavy pressure on 
Capital security men and some of 
this protection pressure must be 
taken over by owners, he said. 

He added that the security 
department at the govemorate 
increased its patrols around the 
markets and commercial build- 
ings around Kuwait City and 
more security precautions are 
under way. 

Money related crimes form the 
bulk that are reported to police 
centres in the Capital besides the 
dealing and consuming of alco- 
hol and narcotics. He added that 
dud cheque cases are on the rise 
in die city although theft and 
general misdemeanours have 


shown a drop. 

Col Rujaib pointed out that 
the Interior Ministry has asked 
shop owners at the govemorate 
to instal sufficient lights during 
the night and also instal alarm 
systems that work when any 
strange person opens the locks of 
doors. Shopkeepers are also adv- 
ised not to leave banknotes on 
shelvesof money exchange shops 
after dosing and not to open the 
money safe in front of strange 
people. 

The ministry has called on the 
owners of gold and watch shops 
not to display gold or watches 
after dosing time. They can keep 
these valuable items inside safes 
at night. They are also notified to 
notify security men about any 
theft reported even if i t is a simple 
one. He added that some shop- 
keepers have responded to ins- 
tructions but others have noL 

Col Rujaib also pointed out 
that the govemorate recorded 
1337 dud cheque cases during 
the second ljalf of last year which 
is considered a big number. Also 
reported were 559 cases of dis- 
honesty, 237 thefts in which 56 


Crime file 


Five Thais arrested 
for brewing liquor 

SECURITYMEN in Ahmadi arrested five Thai men on the charge of 
manufacturing local liquor. Police learning of their activities, raided 
their residence and seized liquor manufacturing instruments. The five 
men admitted to the charges and said they were selling the liquor at 
KD 6 per bottle. 

■ CAPITAL securitymen arrested three men for being involved in the 
forgery of official documents. The three Naser S. and Ali A. both 
Kuwaitis and Issa A., a non-Kuwaiti, were accused of forging salary 
certificates in the name of the first accused in order to obtain financial 
facili tes from local companies. 

The three forced salary certificates belonung to one of the ministries 


iresentmg 
i ties from 


local companies. 


■ THE CRIMINAL court sentenced a man to three-and-a-half years 
for selling only one gramme of heroin. The court also fined the convict 
KD 3,000. The court was told that a police officer learnt that the 
accused was trading mnarcotics. He was issued with a warrant to 
apprehend him. He supplied one ofhis secret informers with an amount 
of cash and asked him to buy ( drugs from the suspect. He did and on the 
time of delivery, the police arrested the accused and found “one 
gramme” of heroin in Inc pocket ofhis dishdas h a. 

The accused claimed that he was getting the heroin from another 
person but the court found his claims lacking enough evidence and 
acquitted the other one. * * * 

■ THE CRIMINAL court has ordered the imprisonment of two 
housekeepers (a male and a female) to three years in jail with hard 
labour each and subsequent deportation. 

The court heard that troth were caught by their employer in the act of 
illicit sex, and learnt from the maid, who is over 21 years of age, that her 
accomplice had intercourse with her on a number of occasions and that 
she helped him do that. * ® 

■ SECURITY investigations have led to the arrest of a man charged 
withpedlling heroin, and subsequent search ofhis residence Jed to the 
retrieval of a roll of the contraband and notes of the marked detective 
money offered to him in return for a piece of the goods. 

The court, hearing this, found the suspect guilty as charged and 
ordered him jailed for five years with penal servitude to be followed by 
deportation and ordered him to pay a fine of KD 5,000 and a customs 
fine of KD 100. 


Swedish official 

KUWAIT, March 18, (Kuna): 
Swedish Foreign Undersecretary 
for Political Affairs Karl -Tor- 
sten Erin arrived here today on 
an official visit to Kuwait 
During his stay, the Swedish 
official will hold talks with State 
Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Saud Mohammed Al Ossaimi 
and with his Kuwaiti counter- 
part Suleiman Majed Al Shaheen 
on bilateral issues and inter- 
national and regional develop- 
ments. 


Greek celebration 

THE Greek embassy wfll 
celebrate the National Indepen- 
dence Day at the Holiday Inn 
Hotel Sunday March 25, 1990 
from 19.00 to 21.00 hrs. Mem- 
bers of the Greek Cypriot com- 
munities are kindly requested to 
attend. 


Cable to Premier 

KUWAIT, March 18, (Kuna): 
HH the Crown Prince and 
Premier Sheikh Saad AJ 
Abdullah Al Sabah today 
received a cable from director of 
the Arab Centre for Education 
Research for Gulf states 
Mohammed Al Sane’, in which 
he extended his gratitude for the 
kind hospitality ne received dur- 
ing his stay in Kuwait 
HH Sheikh Saad sent a reply 
cable, in which he thanked Sane’ 
for the gesture. 


persons were accused, 15 cases of 
narcotics in which 37 persons 
were accused and 7 cases of 
liquor were confiscated in which 
20 persons were arrested during 
the same period last year. He 
added that the problem of nar- 
cotics exists in Kuwait but meth- 
ods to fight it are being 
developed. The committee that 
was set up recently and headed 
by the interior minister is a good 
proof of Kuwait's concern in 
fighting narcotics, he said. 

He added that self-security 
should be supported and 
encouraged because it is the best 
method to prevent crime. He 
added that some companies suc- 
ceeded in protecting their build- 
ings and properties. But they 
sbould develop the performance 
of their security staff by training 
them and providing them with 
required equipment. 

Col Rujaib added that retired 
military staff and civilians can be 
hired as security guards. He also 
pointed out that his department 
will run foot patrols in markets 
and important places of the 
Capital very soon for the first 
time in Kuwait. 


Cabinet 

reviews 

bilateral 

messages 

KUWAIT, March 18, (Kuna): 
The Cabinet today held its 
weekly session under the chair- 
manship of HH the Crown 
Prince and Premier Sheikh Saad 
Al Abdullah Al Sabah. 

Upon the conclusion of the 
Cabinet meeting. Planning Mini- 
ster and Acting Health Minister 
Abdul Rahman Al Awadi said 
that the council opened with revi- 
ewing a message to HH the Amir 
from Tunisian President Zinc 
Elabdinc Bin Ali on the outcome 
of the s ummi t conference of the 
Arab Co-operation Council. 

The council also took notice of 
fhe message from Indian Premier 
V. P. Singh to HH Sheikh Saad 
on ways to enhance bilateral co- 
operation and the latest inter- 
national developments. 

Awadi said that the Cabinet’s 
chairman reviewed the outcome 
of last week's visit of Senegalese 
President Abdou Diouf and his 
talks with HH the Amir on 
Islamic, Arab and African issues 
and bilateral relations. 

The council then was briefed 
on the outcome of the visit by 
Belgium's heir apparent Prince 
Albert, who conferred with HH 
the Amir, HH the Crown Prince 
and Premier, ministers and sen- 
ior state officials. 

Education Minister Anwar AJ 
Nouri reported to the Cabinet on 
his visit to Thailand last week, 
during which he deputised for 
HH Sheikh Saad at an inter- 
national conference on educa- 
tion. 


For professional high quality 
photography using the very latest 
equipment in our large purpose, 
built studio. 

For creative still life, brochures, 
promotional and industrial photography. 
Excellent slide copies from Hat artwork, 
35mm to 5x4 inch, black and white 
printing and processing. 

For a complete professional photographic 
service, ring Mark on 48 1 3 566 ext 2 3 5. 
And see how our images can fydp yours. 
The Image makers 


Municipal inspectors to get extra transportation allowance 


acting director of 
t Municipality has said 
e'Civil Service Council 

as transportation ait- 

c besides giving them 

aars or 2 per cent of 


value of each violation seized 
by them provided the viola- 
tion is approved by the 
judicial authorities. 

Amendments 
He added that this step was 
taken to encourage municipal 
inspectors and to compen- 


sate. them because they use 
their own cars during the ins- 
pection of shops and markets. 
He added that inspectors who 
work in remote areas wiH have 
an option of getting KD30 
allowance or to get cars from 
the municipality instead. 


Meanwhile, the shops 
licences controller at the mun- 
icipality Ali Al T urkj said that 
the municipality is making a 
study to amend the shops 
charter. A committee was set 
up to study the amendments 
on the charter before passing 


them to the municipal com- 
mittee. The amendments aim 
at facilitating procedures for 
citizens. He added that the 
municipality opened controls 
for licences and advert- 
isements at Ahmadi, Jahra 
and Capital governorates. It 


is also planning to open 
another one at Farwaniya 
govemorate. These controls' 
have full authorities to 
achieve all formalities relat- 
ing to shop licences without 
referring to the general con- 
trol at municipality, he said. 
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Thought for today 


WOE unto them that are tired of everything, for every- 
thing will certainly be tired of them — G. K. Chesterton, 
English writer (1874-1936). 


Democracy in Jordan 


From prison 
to Parliament 


AMMAN, Jordan, (AP): A year ago, Ahmed Kofahi was in prison for 
crilicising the government and fired from his job as a university teacher.' 

Now the Islamic activist is a member of Jordan's revived Parliament, 
which had been in virtual Umbo since 1967, and is heard lambasting 
officials in the state radio's broadcasts of debates in the House. 

Kofahi's march from a prison cell to the halls of power symbolizes the 
changes that have quietly transformed Jordan over the last year while 
the roar of democratic revolt has resounded, across Eastern Europe. 

“The atmosphere's different now. We have more freedom.” Kofahi 
said in an interview. “But it’s not enough.” 

Kofahi, like other Islamic fundamentalists and leftists who are back 
in Parliament after decades in the political wilderness, want tougher 
investigations of corruption, greater curbs on security agencies and 
wider social justice. 

Human rights “are born before the human is bom,” Kofahi said. 
“It's not a gilt from a leader or a party or an authority and not to have 
these rights is equivalent to death.” 

The winds of democratic change have swept across some other Arab 
countries, most dramatically Algeria and Tunisia, where the ruling 
factions have been shaken up and liberalized. 

But Jordan is bordered to the north and east by hardline socialist 
states whose ruling parties brook little opposition. 


Surrounding 


“I'm sure the countries surrounding us are not happy about what's 
going on here,” said Taher Masri, a former foreign minister who quit 
the cabinet to make a successful run for Parliament. 

The reforms in this country of 3.1 million people have been more 
orderly and less sweeping than those that overturned leaderships in 
Eastern Europe. 

As in Eastern Europe, popular revolt in Jordan triggered the chan- 


ces. Four days of riots last April over price hikes and government 
haughtiness killed 10 people and shocked King Hussein into action. 


Hussein, who has ruled si nee 1953. is giving up many powers. But he 
remains in control and personally popular. 

In November, he oversaw Jordan's first general elections since 1967, 
one of the freest elections ever held in the Arab world. 

The fundamentalist Muslim Brotherhood won the largest bloc of 
seats in the reconstituted 80-member Parliament despite open govern- 
ment criticism. 

Kofahi, running on a Brotherhood ticket, won more votes than any 
of the other 6S0 candidates. 

The king's new Prime Minister, Mudar Badran, faced an extra- 
ordinary parliamentary grilling over his personal finances and profes- 
sional record before he won a vote of confidence. 


Since April, the government has freed all detainees held without 
charge and dozens who had been convicted of politically related crimes, 
some of them violent 

The pervasive General Intelligence Department has been stripped of 
its frequently used powers to withhold passports, ban travel or bar 
employment. Radicals have been allowed to return home. 


The government has promised to make officials accountable for 
corrupuon. Last week a former undersecretary of the Supply Ministry 
was arrested in a graft investigation. 

Badran vowed to end martial law imposed 23 years ago. He has 
appointed lawyers to study which of the de c r ees that have accumulated 
over two decades should be abolished. 

His cabinet has already transferred most classes of cases to civil 
courts. . 

Badran also promised to overturn a 193S defense law inherited from 
the British mandate giving officials power to ignore many civil rights, a 
law now used far more widely by neighbouring Israel than by Jordan. 

The government ignored its 33-year-old ban on political parties 
during the election campaign, and says it will legalize parties after a new. 
“national charter” of principles is submitted to a referend urn, probably 
this year. 


Demonstrations 


Street demonstrations have been allowed, but they have been few and 
small. 

The government cancelled a 1988 decree nationalizing newspapers 
and returned them to their former managers, although government 
institutions still hold majority ownership. 

“The government is not involved in any way in restricting the press,” 
said Information Minister Ibrahim Izzedine. Bnt many reporters 
complain that conservative publishers mule critical stories. 

Jordan ’s reforms are still in the process of unfolding and democracy 
has not meant freedom for all. 

The victory of Islamic fundamentalists set back campaigns for 
Western-style women's rights in Jordan and encouraged closer censor- 
ship on moral rather than political grounds. 

But Masri is convinced Hussein “will not retreat” from the reforms. 

He said the monarch could not even do so unless Parliament or other 
forces acted irresponsibly and turned the public against reform, as in 
1 957, when some deputies were implicated in a coup attempt. 

Jordan's history with Parliaments dates to the 1920s. Most were 
weak. When they showed signs of independence, they were suspended. 


college or technical school. 

With an educated population, Masri said: “You can't hide anything 
anymore." 


TODAY IN HISTORY 


1563 — Peace of Amboise ends first war of religion in France, 
with Huguenots being granted limited toleration to exercise 
their religion. 

171 1 — War is declared between Russia and Turkey. 

1775 — Portuguese fleet is repulsed in attack on Monte Video 
(Montevideo), Uruguay. 

1799 — Napoleon Bonaparte begins siege of Acre (Israel) 
which is defended by T urks. 

1808 — Spain's King Charles IV abdicates. 

1812 — Spanish Cortes passes liberal constitution under a 
hereditary monarch. 

1861 — Maori War in New Zealand ends. 

1933 — Italy’s dictator Benito Mussolini proposes pact with 
Britain, France and Germany. 

1962 — Relative calm returns to Algeria after ceasefire, ending 
seven years of warfare between French and Algerian national- 
ists. 

1963 — Algeria demands that France negotiate on ending 
nuclear testing in Algerian Sahara. 

1971 — At least 160 people perish in landslides north of Sao 
Paulo. Brazil. 

1977 — The Congo's president Marien Ngouabi is assassinated 
at his official residence in Brazzaville. 

1978 — Israeli army takes control of almost all of Lebanon 
south of Litani river. 

J988 — Iraq claims its forces have overrun headquarters of 
Iranian-backed Kurdish, guerrilla leader Jala Talabani amid 
heavy mountain fighting. 

1989 — Muslim gunners fire rockets into Christian areas of 
Lebanon. 


Last colonial domain in Africa 


Namibia: on threshold of freedom 


WINDHOEK, (Reuter): 
Independence fever is sweeping 
Namibia, where pomp, 
ceremony, beauty queens and 
rock groups will herald the final 
lowering of the South African 
flagover Africa's lastcolony next 
week. 

After the hoisting of the new 
Namibian standard at midnight 
on Tuesday, United Nations 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar will swear in former 
guerrilla leader Sam Nujoma as 
president of the world's newest 
nation. 

With the exception of two tiny 
enclaves on the Moroccan coast 
ruled directly by Spain, 
Namibia's emergency as a 
sovereign nation will mark the 
end of centuries of colonial rule 
in Africa. 

. Festivities 

The festivities will be witnes- 
sed by a score of national leaders 
and as many foreign ministers. 

The celebrations will climax 
on March 24 with a pop concert 
featuring top acts from Jamaica, 
Zaire, Britain, the Soviet Union 
and South Africa. 

For the past year, more than 
4,000 troops, 1,500 police and 
400 civilians from every comer of 
the globe have been playing mid- 
wife to Namibia's protracted 
birth in the costliest and most 
successful UN peacekeeping 
mission to date. 

As De Cuellar watches two 
South African army officers haul 
down Pretoria's flag, he will be 
flanked by President F.W. de 
Klerk, who has ushered in sig- 
nificant changes in his own coun- 
try this year. ■* 


Namibia's independence and 


Namibia does not yet have its 
own national anthem, so 
independence will be played in to 
the tune of Nkosi Sikele FAfrika 
(God Save Africa), the South 
African liberation hymn and 
national anthem of many south- 
ern African states. 

A new coat ©farms supported 
by two desert oryx with the 
motto “Unity, Liberty, Justice” 
reflects the mood of the new 
nation, which has adopted a con- 
stitution legal experts consider to 
be Africa’s most liberal. 

Labourers in Windhoek are 
scurrying to cover up roadworks 
in this modestly sized capital of 
some 1 50,000 people. 

The city, which has only 500 
hotel beds, is expecting more 
than 5,000 dignitaries, guests and 
media for the independence 
ceremonies. The government has 
taken over all hotel beds for its 
guests on March 20 and 21 and 
journalists have been consigned 
to sleeping carriages at the rail- 
way station. 

Airport 

Windhoek airport, which nor- 
mally handles less than 40 inter- 
national flights a week, will han- 
dle 200 aircraft in two days. 
Some will have to park at Groot- 
fontein, 500 km (300 miles) from 
the capital. 

Independence will end decades 
of international wrangling over 
the sparsely populated desert 
territory of some 1 .4 million peo- 
ple, a German colony until South 
Africa seized it during World 
War I. 

A UN supervised election last 
November was won convincin- 
gly by Nujoma's South West 



Other guests include Indian 
Prime Minister V.P. Singh, 
Presidents Hosni Mubarak of 


WaiiOf iVbUUVUl rKAuuvt* ■ — 

bia and Robert Mugabe of Zim- 
babwe. 


Foreign ministers attending 
will include James Baker of the 
United States, the Soviet 
Union's Eduard Shevardnadze, 
Britain’s Douglas HupJ, West 
Germany’s Hans- Dietrich Gens- 
cfaerand Kuwait's Sheikh Sabah 
A1 Ahmed. 


Also expected is African 
National Congress (ANC) 
leader Nelson Mandela, who 
shared cells with Namibian 


Hfe sentence on South Africa's 
notorious Robben Island penal 
colony. 


With less than a week till 
independence, the Namibian flag 
— bine, red and green diagonal 
stripes separated by white bars 
and with a golden sun in the left- 
hand corner — is appearing 
everywhere. 

T-shirts, bumper stickers, bad- 
ges, slrirts. shorts, trousers, cur- 
tains, buntmgsf and even brandy 
bottles bear the colours of 
Africa’s newest republic. 

But a “Miss Independence'’ 


beauty contest has come under 
fire from a leading Swapo 


PRESIDENTS of .the United • 
States are not the only oiieSwho ; 
hire soothsayers to tell 4h<zn ; 
what the future wfll brinjg. Large ^ 
corporations also sign up fonuct ~ 

cabinet officers and forwgfr v 
policy experts to warn them 
to expect around the "g 
These experts don't ctime cheap,- 
but they’re worth iL From Mosr. 
cow to Mandela it's been orie 
triumph after another for global 
consultants. . .• 

Occasionally, there arennSun- 
ders tan dings. I was sittingm 
anteroom of Heinrich';. 
Applebaum's “Made-to-Qtd^; 
Quality Predictions'* : when 
Willard Dergen, CEQ ofStar* 
dust Avionics, charged. 
wanted to know why he haanY- 
been informed about the over-; 
throw of the old regime in Gze ~ , 
chosio vakia, and its replacement^ 
with a playwright, when h ehadC' 
paid Heinrich a fee of $750,600:^ 

Heinrich smiled, as he usually?; 
does when stuck in a corner, and; 
replied, “We didn’t want . to;;, 
bother you with sonrrthn^ soi; 
insignificant. Czechoslovakia is 
such a little country, . it can't- . 
affect anything.” ; 

Confirmed ^ 

Wfllard spluttered and sakL~ 
“Why did I nave to find outoft 
CNN that Romania was abotif ■ _ 
to fall and its leader had bcra -^ 
killed? Your jpbistoletme know •• • 
who is going to get killed m'.’ j 
Romania.” 

“Willard, we didn't want to go ^ 
off the deep end uhtff par CIA . 
sources confirmed itfior us. -One . 


Sam Nujoma ... president-elect 


home have enhanced South 
Africa’s standing in the inter- 
national community after years 
of isolation. 


Africa People's Organisation 
(Swapo), which for 23 years 
waged a bush war against South 


African rule. 

Swapo has adopted a policy of 
reconciliation with its former 


enemies and co-operation with 
its political opponents, stimulat- 
ing optimism in the country. 

The 80,000 white minority, 
encouraged by pragmatic 
statements by Nujoma and 
Swapo's shedding of most of its 
previous Marxist ideology, are 
defying earlier patterns of 
exodus during decolonisation in 


other African countries and are 
staying in Namibia. 

All 159 members of the United 
Nations, except Israel, have been 
invited. Israel is excluded 
because it refuses to deal with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), a Swapo ally. 

Nujoma is an old friend of 
PLO leader Yasser Arafat 


official 

The “Miss Independence’* 
competition, to be staged on 
independence night, has been 
slated by deputy minister of tour- 
ism designate Fendukeni Itbana, 
secretary of the Swapo Women's 
CoundL 

“1 call on patriotic-Namibian 
women to refrain, from par- 
ticipating in an event that Is. 
d«$radin£ to onr fallen heroes 
and heroines," lthana said. 


we don’t do at Apptebaum 
ctions is fax a client for the'; - 


Nationalism gathers momentum 


BUENOS AIRES, (Reuter): Led by a for- 
mer rebel army colonel who signs his let- 
ters “God, fatherland... or death,” nation- 
alism is gaining ground in Argentina while 
the Peronist government of President 
Carlos Menem struggles for a way out of 
economic chaos. 

Political analysts say the nationalist 
movement headed by retired Col 
Mohamed Ali Seineldin is the only 
political force growing consistently in 
opinion polls. 

“Setneldin’s group is growing at the 
expense of traditional parties,*' pollster 
Rosendo Fraga said. “Basically, he 
attracts the people who voted for Menem. 
They arc not turning to radicalism or the 
left.” 


Seineklin, 56, was forced into retirement 
two months ago for leading an army revolt 
in December 1 988. . 

Militant Catholics, former soldiers, 
small businessmen and disgruntled Peron- 
ists arc swarming around the former com- 
mando, who once trained Manuel 
Noriega's Panamanian defence forces. 

Younger followers paint slogans on 
walls saying “Seineldin is peace and 
order,” and “Seineldin is the fatherland.” 
.Seineldin, a Roman Catholic born to 
Lebanese Druze parents, seeks to build a 
mflitary-chrilian coalition. 

“The colonel (Seineldin) is a military 
leader with a political project,” said the 
yet-untitled movement’s political 
secretary, Enrique Grad Susnti. “We want 


to form a national movement with 
political, labour and business support to 
rebuild the state's power, which now sim- 
ply does not exist” 

Grad said that Menem might turn to the 
nationalists for help when he finds thar his 
current free-market, liberal policies fad to 
solve Argcn tina’s economic plight 
When Menem became president last' 
July, prices were nearly donUing every two 
weeks. By September be had the monthly 
inflation rate down to a single digit 
His popularity plummeted, however, 
after Argentina feu back into hyperinfla- 
tion in late December. 

Recent independent surveys show Sein- 
eldin is most popular in the poverty- 
stricken areas where Menem won elections 


in May by landslide margins. - 

Popularity 

Although his rating is considerably 
lower in Buenos Aires, he - has attained 


popularity levels comparable to those of 
veteran politicians and labour leaders. _ • 


veteran poll ticians ana la bour leaders^ ^ 
“The economic crisis is pushing Argot 
tines to the right Arid^'tmn^ get '<# ■ 
people tend to worry only about then most 
pressing needs,” said political scientist 
Lms Balance. 


Menem plans to privatise _most state- 
owned companies but the nationalistssay 
that any economic activity related to 
Argentina’s strategic interests, especially 
the defence, communications ana energy, 
sectors, must be under state control 


Lukyanov cautious 


MOSCOW, (Reuter): The 
newly-elected chairman of the 
Soviet Parliament, Anatoly Luk- 
yanov, firmly backs Mikhail 
Gorbachev but appears cautious 
about the pace of the Kiemlm 
leader's reform drive. 

During the parliamentary 
elections a year ago, he warned in 
a speech of “leftist attempts to 
stir up passions, demagogic 
appeals to force change, includ- 
ing recipes distant from our 
socialist choice." 


Lukyanov, 59, has held a series 
of posts typical of a Communist 
Party official on the rise which 
has ensured him continued close 
contact with the Soviet leader. 

Last May, as Gorbachev’s per- 
sonal choice, he was elected 


deputy chairman of parliament. 
At the time bespoke in favour 


Lukyanov has appeared to 
seek the middle ground in the 


of major changes in legislation 
governing human rights, psy- 
chiatry and prison regulations 
and said he wanted to disclose the 
truth about organised crime, a 
growing problem here. 


pitched battles within Soviet 
society over the pace of reforms, 
but has tended to lean towards a 
conservative stand. 

He studied law with Gorba- 


chev more than 35 years ago and 
was once his senior in the Young 


was once his senior in the Y oung 
Communist League. 


Arguments 

His stance in the latest conten- 
tious arguments preceding Gor- 
bachev's election to the 


presidency has been to act the 
arbiter of parliamentary rules of 
order, sometimes with a smile, 
but often with solid firmness. 


Junior 

Lukyanov, a junior member of 
the party’s ruling Politburo since 
1988 ana a member of thepolicy- 
makingCentral Committee since 
1985, had been responsible in the 
committee for legal and adminis- 
trative matters. 

Before then, he headed the 
secretariat of the old rubber- 
stamp Parliament and served as a 
government legal adviser. 

Born on May 7, 1930 in 
Smolensk, southwest of Mos- 
cow, he began working in a muni- 
tions factory at the age of 13, at 
the height ofWorid War ft. 



Lukyanov: Gorbachev’s deputy 


sake of faxing him.” • 

“This may sound strange to ? . 
you, but I don’t tike to spend £2 . " 
million a yearand .not even kxtew ? 
abomtbefaUoftheBeilinWalL'^? 
Why didn’t you people inform us 
that the wall was going tojx? torn -, 
down?” ' :• 

• “The East Germans gave us ^ 
their word that the wall would ■a 
stay forever. Bnt. they doulde^,^- 
crossed us to suck up to West i 
Germany.” 

“Why didn-’t your firm, predict '3 
the collapse or communism hl o 
E ast Germany?” ? 

Germany 

“We don’tRedrbaiL Nobody q 
could have seen that coming, ff - . 

' we had toM you last year .that 3 
’. there would soon be only one - r 
Gennany; yon would have asked ~ 
fbir. your money back.. Weren’t 'J 
you surprised?” . ' ; : . 

* . “I -pay-ymt so that J won’t be • 
surprised. How come I dida’t 
"«hcar«froi» yd&'whta - 

.•wirtuhd^viV - ’ 
f “We told yotf thal there ».a ? ^ 
surcharge for information about - 
events in Birigaiia- Wfllard, were, i 
we dr weren’t we. righr on. ^ 
Poland?” . . : 

. ' “You were as right as Tune 
magazine which waswhere I first 
read the stoiy. -What have you 
been doing about: tins Soviet ■■■■* 
Union?" : ~ ; ; • * : / 

“We’re very interested in it.-'. ” 
; There are many 1 significant : ' 
tilings going on there now, 
and when we find out what is . 
happening we’ re going to make a 11 
report to all our clients.” 

“Ihavetoknowitow.Iflcan’t . 
figure out what the Soviet Union 
is doing, I won’t be able to decide ' 
how much business the Defence " 
Dcpartxncutisgpmgtothrowmy r 
way. You owe it to meto give toe 
the scoop on dafiy events in the >’ 
Kremlin.” 

Report 

“WiDard, we have a report on 1 . - 
Raisa Gorbachev’s dressmaker 7 
that ivil! make your hair stand on ~ 
end.” " - " -■ 

“When - do I- see this.. * 
intelligence?” , - - f- 

. “As soon as we get the leather- . ' 
bound report with your name - 
engraved on it back from the , 
jnmter. ft’s a gorgeous presenta- r - 
tion if I must say so myself? 1 

“Give me something today J 
that I cau go back to my board - 
with to justify your outrageous " 
feei" 

“The South Africans are going •' 
to release Nelson Mandela from v 
prison.” . 

“They did that last month.**- *' 
“They did?? Heinrich ' was ; * 
truly surprised. “Nobody telb 1 -. 
me anything:'' - . c 

Los Angeles Times Synficate. ?' 








Kashmir dispute Good Samaritan 


SIR: It was published in newspapers that the 
Bangladesh government expressed its 
neutrality vis-a-vis the Kashmir dispute. 
There axe some arguments 1 or and against this 
position. 

India denies the right to self-determination 
Tor the Kashmiri people. Sri Lanka is afflicted 
by Indian intervention. Nepal is affected by 
Indian trade blockade. Bangladesh is 
deadlock by the non-participation of In dia in 
the control of huge flood that originates from 
India and devastates Ba n gladesh. 

On the other hand India takes interest in the 
withdrawal of valuable drought season water 
from the Ganges and thereby effectivdy takes 
part In desertification of part of Bangladesh . 

Inside India, discrimination a g ai n st the 
lower caste, the Muslims and a ga i ns t 

the women is the order of the day. 

The struggle of the Kashmiri people for the 
right to scu-deiennmation. the struggle of 
Nepal, Sri ijnita and Bangladesh against 

Indian expansionism and intervention and the 

struggle of the Indian people for peoples 
democracy are linked on the same thread. All 
these people should support one another and 
should not remain neutral. 


SIR; Through your esteemed paper I would 
like to thank the gentleman from Fahaheel 


(name not known) who has kindly returned 


my lost letter through the post. There are still 
some great hearted people who show act of 


kindness. 


Eagr. Abdul Quaszm, 
Stenvaflch lad. Area. 


Indian turmoil 


so-called patriotic politidans. (Most of them 
illiterate of course). 

Progress and development of the country 
should be their goal —just a few (Sean men at 
the Ujp cannot work miracles. This is the . 
reason why our country is still lagging behind. 
With its enormous mineral wealth and huge . 
workforce now after more than 42 years of 
independence, our beloved country should 
have been a world power economically — not 
militarily as our father of the natioa preached 
and adhered to non-violence. 

At present why are the minorities fighting 


India— let not rettgion divide this great coan- 
tryforunimdnvstanddivkledn'elalL 

A patriotic Indran, 
Salat. 


Goan play 


for their rights? Why are the Sikhs unhappy? 
Why are the Muslims in Kashmir unhappy? 


SIR: The recent deterioration in law and order 
situation in India particularly in Punjab 
(India's bread basket) and Kashmir (India’s 
paradise on earth) poses a very grave threat to 
the very existence of a unified secular India. 
Trouble is also brewing in other parts of I ndia 
due to communal feelings which have taken a 
new rant in the recently concluded general and 
state elections. 


MostafizarRahnum, 

Safat 


Illiterate, power-hungry and corrupt 
politicians just inflame communal passions to 
meet their own gains. They do not see to the 
development of society on the whole. India is a 
great country where people of ail religions 
lived in peace and harmony for centuries, but 
recently this peaceful co-exisumce is breaking 
up due to irresponsible speeches given by our 


There is definitely something wrong some-* 
where. 

Recently the deputy prime minister of India 
made a remark that all Christians should 
either go to Europe or America. Now do these 
illiterate politicians want to provoke the sen- 
timents of the Christians also? These' 
politidans should be brought to justice no, 
matter at what cost to save the image of a 
united secular India. 

Religion should not be mixed with politics 
at any cost. The judiciary in India should be 
empowered to give these politicians who 
indulge in mud-slinging at .each others 
religions the harshest penalty — even if it ' 
means the death penalty — so that all other 
religions live together in peace and harmony 
In their beloved homeland. My heart beats for. 


' SIR: This is in response to a Konkani drama 
staged on 16/2/90. This letter appeared in 
Arab Times on March 8. One Augusts Fer- 
nandes says Coiaso, is ignorant of Konkani 
stage: Colaso’s letter which appear e d is Arab 
Times on March 4 was completely true, and I 
shag congratulate him as a true Goan. 

The tetter dated Feb 22, by one local 
Augusto Fernandes, was completely meanin- 
gjeasand ifsuch criticism letters appear in the 
eotunm I request die editor to reject them, 
because many focal non-Goans, criticise our 
Goan director and actors, as they don’t tike 

. our language to come up that is why they put 

the. criticism columns on newspa p ers. 
Augusto, also says that actors come to 

V rnirair M fn«lrv> mntwv WIiu rtU - -- 


Kuwait to make money. Why did Augusto 
Fernandes, leave Iro homeland to come here? 
Not to earn some money? So we mu at not 
insult our Goan director and acton. Goan 
organisers bring them to entertain Kuwait 
Goans, not for asm criticise them. 

iMBus Pereira, 
Kuwait. 
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Flying. ... on a mission of mercy 
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One man’s charity in Gambia 
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BA pilot Richard Smith with one of the second-hand sewing machines — the extra baggage — he carries to 

Gambia 


BIG-hearted Captain Richard Smith 
takes more than just passengers when he 
pilots his British Airways Tristar to the 
Third World. 

For the caring airman Hies a mission of 
mercy delivering second-hand sewing 
machines to the needy in Africa. 

Richard, who wanted to make his week- 
long stopovers in Gambia more worth- 
while, hit on the idea after spotting two old 
sewing machin es at a local car-boot sale. 

Richard. S3, said: “When I bought the 
sewing machines, I wanted to send them 
where they would do the most good, so 1 
phoned the the Christian Missionary 
Society in London. I asked them if they 
bad anyone in Gambia who would benefit 
from the sewing machines. And they had 
an Anglican training centre in Farafenni 
which is 120 miles up-river from Gambia's 
capital. Banjul. 

“They have a missionary there who is 
teaching the locals how to farm efficiently 
to get the best out of their land. And his 
wile is a seamstress and runs sewing classes 
for the locals." 

Richard, a grandfather of three, has 
been to Banjul more than twice a month 
during the past year and has delivered nine 
second-hand sewing machines to contacts 
in the city who sent the machines up-river. 
He took the machines one at a time in his 
hand luggage on theplane. 

“It was simply a Christian response to a 
need," said Richard. “It is a very poor 


country and it does not have the money to 


As we talked at his home in East Grin- 
stead, Sussex, Richard showed me the 
tenth sewing machine that he will take to 
Gambia next month (March). Richard 
explained: “It's from about 1907. Most of 
the sewing machines I've taken out there 
have been p re- World War One. 

Serviced 

“Before I take them out, they are all fully 
serviced by the local agent. He refused the 
£10 servicing fee for the first six machines 
when he heard they were going out to 
Gambia, in the end, I bad to insist he take 
the money and even then he reduced the 
service charge." 

Now the machines are being used at the 
missionary centre to teach locals how to 
make their own clothes. 

“It's a very poor society," Richard told 
me. "They’ve got a very little going for 
them. Gambia !ias a mainly agricultural 
background and the people live in incredi- 
ble poverty. 

“My living room would be a house to 
them. There would be nothing on the floor 
and all thei r belongings would be strung up 
on a line. And their cooking arrangements 
are a pile of sticks in the comer. 

"In that context, a sewing machine 
becomes not only something to make their 
own clothes more simply instead of time- 
consuming hand stitching — it is also the 
basis of a small, local cottage industry. 


“In fact, that seems to be what's going 
on up at Faraicnnia, where most of the 
machines have gone. They are helping to 
supplement their own incomes by m along 
clothes for other people.” 

Richard proudly shows off a wooden 
carved head on his living- room wall. It was 
a present from the sewing class at the 
missionary centre to show their apprecia- 
tion. 

Committed 

As a committed Christian, he has also 
used his stopovers in Gambia to spread the 
good word. He gives Bible classes on the 
beadi and claims he has converted more 
than 20 young Gambians to Christianity 
during the past year. 

“My Bible classes started by accident,” 
he said. “When you're walking on the 
beach in Gambia, you always meet locals. 
The Gam bians are very friendly people 
and will come and talk to you. 

“But there is no doubt some of them 
want to make friends with Europeans 
merely for financial support. They see peo- 
ple arriving in Gambia spending what to 
them is huge sums of money and they hope 
a little may come their way, which is 
human nature. 

“They will ask you for almost anything 
and they're quite brash about iL They’U 
say, ‘I Uke your trainers. When you go 
home, will you let me have them? 1 Or they 
will ask for text-books and pens for their 
children’s education. 


“What I did when they asked me was to 
say, ‘Well, 1 haven’t got any of those but I'll 
give you a present from England*. And I 
would give them a pocket-sized testament. 

“The Africans are naturally a spiritual 
people. Youdon’thave to argue with them 
about the existence of God. It is only a 
question of which one is the right religion. 

“My Bible classes started off with two 
people. I sometimes have half a dozen in a 
class but never more because of the lime 
element. I have them at 10 o’clock in the 
morning, then at five m the afternoon. 
People have been turning up because they 
know I'm there." 

So how many students in his classes have 
converted to Christianity? “It must be get- 
ting on to a couple of dozen now,” he said. 
“1 think what I have done is small but I 
think it is important to them. I have had 
immense satisfaction from the classes. 

“It is a great privilege to teach them. 
They are such lovely, friendly people. It is 
not a question of foisting religion on them 
— I started giving out a few gospels and 
had dozens of people clamouring for 
copies.” 

Unfortunately British Airways is taking 
the Tristar off the Gambia route in March 
and Richard will be flying to other coun- 
tries. 

Richard said: .“I have a lot of friends in 
Gambia, black and white, and I will miss 
them terribly but I am keeping in touch by 
letter. 



BOSTON:. -.Caroline Chang is 
often quoted as saying“There’s 
always more to do.” It’s not a 
statement of weariness,- but of 
purpose. 

Ms. Chang has been aleader in 
Boston's Asian Community for 
nearly 20 years. She has won 
numerous recognitions for her 
work, most recently the Amelia 
Earhart Award from the 
Women's. .Education ,aod i ndus-, 
trial UnicminBoston. 


Caroline Chang has 
been a leader in Bos- 
ton’s Asian Commun- 
ity for about 20 years 
and feets that there is 
much more to be done 


‘There’s a reai overlap 
\V concerning what are 

A^^arildipectep JSSUeS aadr 

uprights 

to civil rights is rooted in herrok ISSUCS 9 . SajS Chang. 

Community issues are 
the same for everyone 
— safety , jobs and 
bousing . But the 
i degree . of the 
problems are different 
when yon are dealing 
with race, language 
and culture,’ she says. 


as a community activist in Bos- 
ton’s Chinatown. There,.she has 
helped unifying Asians ofdiffer- 
it^ descent and developed 
programmes to help the com- 
munity. Among them: the Mas- 
sachusetts Asian American 
Forum (rights advocacy!, educa- 
tion), the Asian Community 
Development Corporation 
(housing, business develop- 
ment), and the Chinese Golden 
Age Centre {drop-in centre for 
the elderly). 

In an interview in her modest 
office on the 24th floor of the 
John F. Kennedy Building here, 
Chang talked about the changes 
and challenges within the Asians 
co mm uni ty in Boston and the 
nation at large. 

“There’s a real overlap” she 
says, concerning “what are com- 
munity issues and what are civil 
rights issues.” Community issues 
are the same for everyone — 
#fety,-jobs, and bousing. But 
“the degree of the problems are 
different when you’re dealing 
with race, language, and cul- 
ture," she says. 

One of the biggest changes she 
has witnessed in the past years in 
Boston’s Asian co m mu n ity has 
been its growth, a phenomenon 
mirrored throughout the nation. 
Chang says that when she was 
growing up in the 50s, China- 
town was practically a “httle 
village" of 2,500 Chinese, where 
"everybody knew eveiybody._ 

After the change in US 
immigration laws in 1965, tne 
c ommuni ty grew by leaps and 
bounds" — almost exponen- 
tially — - she recalls. ‘‘The 
traditional systems of providing 
mutual support no longer exis- 


ted,” and residents began to lose 
that “looking-out-for-each- 
other,” small-town feeling, says 
Chang. 

Estimate 

She estimates that today, there 
are more than 25,000 Chinese 
alone in this diverse, 75,000- 
1 00,000-member Asian com- 
munity. Not only are there 
“traditional” Asian populations 


also many Southeast Asians - 
Cambodian, Vietnamese, 
Laotian). 

Chang's leanings toward com- 
munity activism go back to. her 
Chinatown upbringing. “My 
father was one of the few people 
in the community who knew 
English well enough to be a tran- 
slator for people," she says. Since 
he was constantly helping com- 
munity members, Chang 
naturally followed his example. 
Some of her early accomplish- 
ments after co-founding Chinese 
American Civic Association in 
1967 and the South Cove Com- 
munity Health Centre in 1973. 
She served as the manager of the 
Chinatown Little City ] 
1970-1974. 


Chang attended Boston public 
schools, and graduated from 
Boston University with a math 
degree. After working as an 
aerospace scientist, she went on 
to earn her law degree at Suffolk 
Univeraity. 

Issues 

Her civil rights concerns are 
many. “Women’s issues are 
important to me, just as minority 
issues are important to me,” says 
Chang, a board member for the, 
National Institute for Women of 
Colour. “We have to continue; to 
battle with stereotypes.” 

According to predictions of 
increased immigration, the 
national population is going to 
be more diverse than ever, she 
says. “The next ten years are 
going to be most important in 
learning how to live, work, and 

play together. We all need to 

work for the common good. That 
means focusing on two skills: 
communication and education, 
“even on an interpersonal level,” 
says Chang. 

“(Chang) is a very soft- 
spoken, sen-effacing person — 
characteristic of Asian women — 
who, uncharacteristically, has 
generated afl sorts of bridge brai- 
ding in the communities,'' says 
Elizabeth Boveroux, head of the 
selection committee for the 
Amelia Earhart Award. In the 
Asian world, the ethnic groups 
don’t get along well together, 
says Ms. Boveroux, and for 
Chang to create a sense of unity 
among different groups is 
“something quite extraordin- 
ary.” 

Perhaps surprisingly, one of 
Chang’s major concerns is the 
national deficit. “We're going to 
have to worry about how we deal 
with, deficit decisions and how it 
will effect populations that tend 
to be disenfranchised,” she says. 

Too, with downturns in econ- 
omics, minorities are sometimes 
treated as scapegoats. She cites 
examples of violence — one was 
in Detroit when a Chinese was 
mistaken for a Japanese and 
killed by two laid-on auto work- 
ers. “We’re still working on 
problems of the Vietnam war,” 
she says. 

- Her role, she adds, is as a 
“bridge to understanding.” 
(Christiau Science Monitor) 
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Richard Harris (Mr Peachum) in full song with Julie Walter (Mrs Peach urn) 


Mack the Knife 
meets his doom 

ACTRESS Julie Walter is offering a brand-new personal service in 
her latest movie... organising a street begging for profit business. 

And her partner in the film Mack The Knife is scruffy husband 
Richard Harris. Roger Dal try, lead singer for The Who, comments on 
the backstreet panhandling action. 

Roger was Mock the knife in a television version of the show, based 
on the 1920’s Brecht musical The Threepenny Opera. He is a pop link 
between the Victorian action and today’s audiences. 

But, in the movie, notorious MacHeatfa is played by Puerto Rican 
smoothie Raul J ulia, who was in the Oscar-winning film Kiss of the 
spiderwoman. Raul was nominated for a Tony Award for his perfor- 
mance as Macjleath in the Broadway production of The Threepenny 
Opera. 

He simmers, sizzles, marries and — finally — corrupts Polly 
Peachum, played by 16 -year-old Rachel Robertson. Rachel swaps 
the Levis she wears in the TV jeans commercial for Victorian rags, as 
the daughter of Mr and Mrs Peachum, lustily played by Julie and 
Richard. 

The two wealthy super-stars frolic through the movie as self- 
appointed King and Queen of the Soho Beggars. Richard — alias the 
sly Mr Peachum — even tells the world he is “the poorest man in 
England". 

When the dastardly MacHeatb spirits their innocent young daugh- 
ter away to teach her how to be a streetwise criminal, the couple plan 
the rogue’s downfall. Sure enough, he ends up malting a date with the 

hangman . 

Rumbustious Mack The Knife preaches bloodless class war, and 
the Threepenny opera was banned by the Nazis in the Thirties. 

Menahem Golan, who wrote and directed the film, said: “The 
play's enduring popularity is mostly due to its sense of fun and the 
simple folklore-like nature*of its humour. It digs at such serious 
matters as morality, society and government The originality and 
delight of the music is another key to its success. 



FAMILY DOCTOR legionnaires disease was 

By DR ALLAN BRUCKHEIM DISCOVERED IN RECENT YEARS 


QUESTION: Does Legionnaires disease, named in houn- 
our of America’s war veterans, have anything to do with 
the terrible lung disease sufTered by the troops who served 
in France during World War I? My father used to tells us 
about those conditions, and he died from the long-term 
co mpli cations of the pneumonia he caught there. 
ANSWER: It seems we havea little confusion here, and the 
mixing of two stories. Legionnaires disease is a disease that 
first attacked 182 members of the American Legion who 
were meeting in a Philadelphia hotel during this nation's 
bicentennial celebration in 1976. A new form of acme 
respiratory disease was seen in these people, some of whom 
developed pneumonia. Despite the use of antibiotics and 
other medications, 29 of these patients eventually died. 

The cause of the disease was unknown at that time, and it 
took almost six months of medical detective work by 
members of the Centres for Disease Control and the 
Pennsylvania State Department of Heal th before the bac- 
teria was discovered. It was found larking in the cooling 
tower of the hotel’s air conditioning system. The bacteria 
was given the name “Legionella pneumophila,” the first 
name derived from the American Legion, first victims of 
the infections, and, “pneumophilia” because the bacteria 
seems to “like lungs.” 

The bacteria seems to prefer living in water and is more 
resistant to ciorine and elevated water temperatures than 
other bacterias. It has been found everywhere, and may be 
transmitted from contaminated plumbing lines, showers, 
condensers and cooling towers, as well as improperly 
cleaned humidifiers, respiratory therapy devices and 
whirlpools. It can be prevented by increasing the chlorina- 


tion of water conditioning systems and elevating the tem- 
perature of water hea ting and storage facilities. It is treated 
with the antibiotic erythromycin. 

i am at a loss to identify your father's disease from the 
information contained in your letter. It may be that his 
lung disease and the stories could be the result of poison 
gas attacks which occurred during World War L 
toll in lives and complications of the respiratory 
nervous systems. 

I thought you would like to know: If you are just a bit 
confused about the health benefits of adequate fibre in 
your diet, you're not alone. Recommendations for a daily 
consumption of as much as 25 to 30 grams of fibre per day 
may be found in many publications, and it is widely 
accepted that Americans consume an average of 1 1 grams 
a day. Almost daily I receive requests for food list that 
indicate the amount of fibre in various foods, indicating a 
high level of interest in this question. 

Some of the answers are provided in an 1 informative 
pamphlet titled Focus on FibnSjprovided by General Mills 
Inc. Address your request to Focus on fibre, P.O. Box 
5277, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55460. In addition to a 
description of water soluble and insoluble fibres, it 
provides general information about the benefits of fibre in 
the diet. Several pages of lists indicate the quantity of fibre 
in breads, cereals and pasta, cooked legumes, vegetable, 
and fruits and nuts. 

Once you are aware of these amounts, you may begin to 
plan your daily menu with fibre in mind, and work towards 
attaining the amounts recommended by the National 
Cancer Institute. 



Mack the Knife (Raul Julia)... ai the end of a rope 



Chimps declared endangered species 


Protection needed 


WASHINGTON (UPI): The US govern- 
ment has declared wild chimpanzees an 
endangered species, a move that will 
provide additional federal protection for 
man’sdosest animal relative, officials say. 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service had 
classified the primate as a “threatened” 
species, but officials said additional 
protection was needed in view of recent 
studies documenting a drastic decline in 
the population of wild chimps in Africa. 

The endangered status designation also 
was extended to the pygmy chimpanzee, 
which despite its name is about the same 
sire as the chimpanzee but with a narrower 
chest and bigger lower limbs. 


The chimpanzee has disappeared from 
five of the 25 African countries that 
represent its historic range and its popula- 
tion has fallen from an all-time high of 
about two million to a current estimate of 
175,000 because of overbuntingandlossof 
habitat to man. 

The pygmy chimpanzee lives only in 
Zaire and experts estimate its population 
at 15,000. 

Elizabeth Lipcomb, a spokeswoman for 
the Fish and wildlife Service, said that by 
granting endangered status, the govern- 
ment was outlawing the importation of 
any chimps taken from the wild." 

The move, first disclosed in a little- 


noticed federal register notice earlier this 
week, comes in response to a petition filed 
with the Fish and Wildlife Service by the 
World Wildlife Fund, the Humane Society 
of the United States and Jane Goodall. the 
renowned chimpanzee researc h er. 

In the November 1987 petition, Goodall 
said the continued removal of infant 
chimps from the wild was driving the ape 
to the verge of extinction in Africa. 

She also said chimps were threatened by 
increasing contact with humans because 
they can contract many of the same dis- 
eases that afflict humans. 

Because chimps are so physiologically 
close to humans, they are extremely valua- 


ble in biomedical research, especially Aids 
studies, and public health officials have 
expressed concern about restricting their 
use. 

As a result, the Fish and Wildlife Service 
specifically exempted the 1,100 to 1,450 
captives chimpanzees now held at US 
biomedical facilities from the endangered 
status designation. 

Captive chimps mil remain classified as 
“threatened,” a designation that places 
tight restrictions on importation ana other 
uses. Lipscomb said any additional chimps 
needed for research would be obtained 
from captive chimps breeding program- 
mes either in the United States or abroad. 
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Hm-h? Richard Pett loolre after the lridswtnle wifeG^y]^j§fil??i^li^!^ 


Burly, bearded Richard Pett looks alter u« r -^ 4 j; „ tl 

SupermumTs Fhe word 


By Francis Hubbard 

THE title Supennum has just 
been won by a 6ft. redhead with 

size- 10 feet— and a beard! 

Burley builder Richard Pett 
ma y lack womanly charms buthe 
has beaten off strong female 
opposite to take the top spot. 

Richard once spent his days 
sawing planks and knocking in 
nails. Now, as befits his new 
status, you’ll find him pushing 
prams or reading fairy stones to 
his daughters. 

The 35-year-old father-of-two 
found himself battling it out for 
the Supermum award after his 
wife Gerry secretly put his name 
forward for the contest run by a 
national magazine and a dairy- 
products firm. 

She wanted to say thank you 
for his years as a devoted full- 
time father and house-husband 
while she has supported the 
famil y by doing a joo she loves. 
Richard, had no idea she had 

entered him for the competition 
which drew more than 1,000 
entries, until a local newspaper 
rang with the news. Even then, he 
never dared to hope he would 
g rin, .. 

*Tm still in shock,” he toldme. 
“I’ve been totally overwhelmed 
by the whole thing — but Fm 
very happy to have won. To be 
honest. I'm chuffed to be called a 
‘supermum,’ even if ‘ super daa 
would be a more accurate des- 
cription. . . 

“Maybe I attracted attention 
became* of my novelty value. I’ve 
sure the other entrants were just 
as good as I am. I won't make any 
special claims for my talents but 
it’s nice to know I m 
appreciated.” 

Chances 

Gerry, a high-flying tax expert 
with an accountancy firm, was 
more confident about her hus- 
band's chances of scooping a 
prize. She said: “It was never 
meant as a joke. I really think he 

deserves the title. 

“As mothers go, he s excellent 
at the job. There are probably a 
lot of women who couldn’t do it 
as well as he does. Fm sure I 
couldn't.” , . 

Richard, who is a skilled car- 
penter, volunteered to leave his 
job four years ago when daugh- 
ter Rachel was born. He and Ann 
decided long before that he 
was the best suited to playing 
mummy. . , 

The family needed Ann s 
income to survive, so she retur- 
ned to work while Richard took 
charge of domestic affairs- He 
switched, without a murmur, 
from making gates to changing 

nappies. And when Vicky —now 
20 months-came along, he was 
happy to keep holding the 
babies. 

Speciality 

He told me: “I enjoy being at 
home. I really do love to spend 
tfma with my children. Rachel, 




Brackksham Bay, West^ussex. 
They moved to ttesouth coast 
after Gerry was offercd a better 
jobin^Siester butit has been a 
difficult time for the ffcrimy- 
Their house in Banbury. 
Oxfordshire, has been on foe 
market for nine monte ana, 
until it issotd, they can’tafford to 
buy another one. a _ T . , 

AlthoughGeny delayed start- 
ing her new job, die was even- 

taafly forced to move south, leav- 
ing Riclaid, Rachel and Vicky in 

Banbury for three months. . 

"Looking after the kids for au ; 
that — without any relief 

from Gerry —wmp^yd*^ 

troyed my sodaLlife, Richard 
told me. 

“I had to be with Rachel - 
1 Vicky 24 houra.a day, 

- meant taking them aJongevenui 
was iust nipping out to_buy a 


‘erotica 

channel 




mgra py oin* — ---- . V , 

-faced direemrr^oberto ; t.^ , 

ISSgjs* 

usually 

“We won’t be a baro-Oore r * „ . 

i'ESSgsg&SSg^i 

channd- ^ • 3C 


lew - ■ i 

soon wore me down. • 

“It made me understand why 1 
angle' parents get tired and. 
depressed. Children exhaust you 
because they’re always on the go. 
Once they’re awake, you^get no 

,IC ^I ad mire single mothers— or 

fithere— who manage to bring 
up two or three without help. 

You may Jove and adore your 
children, but you still need adult 


April, giving onlyiteffrst 

dred paid-up members u ta^e - 





realise just how unusua l my 

situanon is. Itmay seem natural 
to Gerry and me but itstai raises 

eyebrows.. 

“AH I can say is that it works 
for us. Fd never start preaching 
that all men should stay at home 

and raise children- It has to be a 
personal decision, not one you’re 
forced into by fashion or outside 
pressure. „ 

“And a man reatty has to like 
children to do this job .— I do 
thxnkofitasajob’ — rather than 
just befog able to tolerate them 
for a few hours a day. It would 
probably do a lot of men some 


. "You can*t help wondering if 
t b* pgfta have considered paying 
for a chfld-mfoder so they are 
both free to work. Richardj^f 
adamant “Oh ho,” hesaid. We 
• wouldn’t consider It when 
Rachel and Vicky are below 
. school age- 


^honcaA^--- 

jmni-skirt., tefiSv 


Fukury, 

her viewers ra the pre-recorded 
broadcast df the series.. f 
Then a sex- theirapy -ges3»Qp.,a v 
gamesahow, 
sttqj-tease.and 

tag viewers to doang nn» ; j 


“It would mean leaving them 
with a stranger few- eight bours e . 
day. We'd cote home in the. 

evening and it would all be a mad 

null — tea, bathed*"dressed for 
bed. We’d only have a few mm- 
■p o r mahty with them. - 
“It’s even a bitlike that when 
Gerry comes, in from* work- She : 
has a couple of hours of frantic . 
activity before the chfldren are. 
tricked no for the night At least 


time with my children. Kacnei, loathe ironing, uc 
Vjckey and 1 have a pretty good *Tve had long enough to practise 

routine worked out for the week. butl still seem to get more creases 

On Tuesdays and Thursdays, into the clothes than outot them. 
Rachel goes to playschool Wed- “On the other hand. Tin not a 

nesdays, she has a short lesson bad cook. My speciality is any- 
with a speech therapist and thing that can be served up from 

Fridays, we go shopping. That one pan. I get quite inspired 

leaves Monday as my day of rest. about mixing up different 

The housework is something l flavours to see what the result 

fit in at random. The vacuuming, will be — usually pretty good in 

washing up and dusting all get the end, if I say so myself.” 
done eventually in my own time. With touching pride, h< 
I'm not up with a mop at 7.30 added: “We had a rag dinner foi 
every morning but I do^ keep 12 last week and I did all tht 
things pretty well in order." catering. It turned out quite wel 

But Richard has his domestic — no-one complained, 

hates like everybody else: “I anyway." 


Vicky Pett 20 months old, shows sister Rachel who’s boss. Richard and Gerry keep mum 
he admitted. Richard and. Gerxywere both » 


loathe ironing, ne auuuu««. . — — •> , - 

“ I've had long enough to practise in foil- 11 ?®* J oba 

butlstifl seem to getmore creases married eight y^^^ r0 “ f 

into the clothes ten outof them. the start^^a^mtof 

“On the other hand, Tm not a sharmghousdiold I tasks- - Revro- 

bad cook. My speciality is any- ing the traditional male and 
thing that can beserved up from female roles was smplyj mother 

one pan. I get quite inspired measure of “new 

about mixing up different But^mti^^of new 

^r-^y W “g<Sfo ^taljhimfor^te.^ 
themd,ifl saysomysdf/’ 

ed^wSalig&for “™S^S S I h^Ld U ^d a i 

12 last week and I did all the ^^fS^ouldhke 
catering. It turned out quite well 01 

"no-one complained. ■““f’^t^sl sense for 
anyway. 11 


MW—" 

«^*5SJSS« 

KnTOmbetTeieMl- -^epub 


CUIUC IUUI All aL OM. — 

decision based on which partner 
is bestat handfing dnldren, com- 
bined with simple econonrics-” 
But surely Richard had some 
problems - in changing from 


did cause a bit of a jfalt to my 
social fife because I lost normal 
contact with workmates. _ 

“Ofcourse,IstiIl see fri endsm 
the evenin gs and at the week- 
ends, or when I play darts or 
cricket, but the atmosphere has 
changed. Fm not complaini ng -— 
Tm just saying it’s different 
becanre I have less day-to-day 
contact with them.” 

Gerry added: “I encourage 
Richard to go out and soewhse 
when he can. I know he needs a a 
break from the house and the 


befog ‘on 
moment.’’.- 

Gerry, agreed - F have 
moments of rcg^^ ( |W- 
working mothetr'*di^Fworry .■ 
ahoxL oowfeatmiAktt y 
SomefonesFd lflreto«ee.inorcof 
the chadresi but I foake stoegn 
there for sigmficaht dateUte 
the playgroup natiwty. m take 

Richard madcabrieEretu^ to. 
the bufldmg trade' wfi^Geny 
had six montlis? maternitj^re 
after Victoria’abirtiLB^Mm-r 
ough jbe enjoyed bang ihaciiL 
harness, ft vtedefontety a taft? 
poraryme^ure- v . . 

“Tm nota honsciusband. on 
sufferance,” he told me. *Tm 
committed to doing the job 


The jocai - 

inmeenti . 

Chrt*rian 

: •: *. ■ 

Aitigiaa vaBEOtem-:-. * , - ^ 

•V. 

tkm. Bin .WWW ntemg;jn^r: 

^ couWWwdly ;; V 



waSofioHJcd i -v . 


break from the house and the properly —and foras long aslt 

childrcn every now fold then, jnat- takes. I can rray- 

to stop him from befog bored to back to work the .tend IMAf 


t ime while Rachel and Vicky 

grow up." . 

Richard remains modest 
about his accomplishments. 
When praised, he looked bashfol 
and slightly bewildered: Oh 

.. r _ “ T nnita 


mates in the pub. 

“They find the idea of me 
pushing a Hoover around pretty 
hilarious and they can’t resist 


czuldren every now auu 
to stop him from befog bored to 
death. - . • 

“I see most of my friends 
through work, so when I W 
home in the evenings Fm happy 
to relax and not do much. But 


professional or domestic work 
just as easily. They both have 
different advantages” 

AU the same, it is hard to 
believe Richard made the transi- 


sass^'r^. 

Once people recover from their mmpnny _ , 

initial wuprise, they're quite “ W «‘ fiS^ 

appreciative of what I do. pany. but it ^ofodntV feojto 

^Sometims, though, F1I bump . deprive toofaHhumanconiact, 
into an ex-workmate and he’ll exorot his fanwyT ■ 

ask, ‘Haven’t you got a job yetT The Petts hve loa^rentea 

Little things like that make me seaside bungalow m picturesque 


turns five bedause I don’t know 

what the future holds. 

■. - "It’s qmte po»iHe that well 
have more children. If so, rd b e 
very happy to carry on exactly 
where I am now."-. 

At that, mbhard was aterfcd., 
by die sound of Rachel's crying 
fromtbebedroom. “She’s Jted a 
tiring day,” he explained with a ' 
sirfu He bustled out of view and : 
within seconds the tears wc 
replaced by delighted gurgles of 
laughter. Supennum was at 
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Sexy, sporty.. ..crazy, 
but not ready to wear 


PARIS, t AP): With hooker styles at Angelo Tarlazzi 
and wild lampshade hoop skirts at Thierry Mugler, 
some of last week's fashion shows failed to live up to 
their name — ready to wear. 

But with all the craziness in the show for next 
winter, there existed quiet and sporty moments at 
houses like Cerruti, Castelbajac and even Comme 
desGaxcons. 

Rei Kawakubo at Comme des Garcons concen- 
trated on drawstring-parka looks and bubbly sil- 
houttes. Coupled with minis or long skirts, the 
bunchy parks or anoraks were often in black, white 
or lame, with the drawstrings all over the place. 

Kawakubo’s new discovery was “bonded” or 
unwoven fabrics with a fight, shimmery quality, 
sometimes crimped, or in gray with a mosaic or 


snakeskin quality. 

They !ooke< 


g in shades of brown, gold 

0 tn LI 


And some iridescent velvety fabrics were striking for 
dressier moments. 

Shapeless tunics, dangling extra sleeves and btm- 
cfaing m odd places were the usual h^wakubo 
trademarks that appeal to her manyfans “Japan. 

Yohii Yamamoto went m for red and black m a 
big way and offered fun if somewhat oompholoA 
stales in bicoloured outfits with petal-like skirts 
under cute fake fur wraps. 

He also used curve bell shapes to advantage in 
longer-skirted models, with qritad l .torts ^and 
sle^ paired with fitted bodices. Hie bubbly skirts 
and tops^ave it all a ‘‘modarn-n^he^l 

In s«dw ready-to-wear, AngeloTarlaza showwi 
a lot of provocative skin-tight font minis i in ^hot 
colour or navy, some with draping and buttons at 


elsewhere and his dr^iea siz^mg f i._, Tjnearo 

SSSBSSws* 

in the sporty line, s ^ art ^ minis and righ ts 

tartan oierc6ats topping ^ 

all in his prederred primary colours. 

Bright new mohair and 

^^elM^^coiourMrigh.. 


a winy leararewas u» -rv- -ti«w were 

“oncWm^waist 

and some striking burnoose coats with hooas 

to make cape collars. ... 

French concierges' bedxwn shppere are made ot, 

“SSfSSWt his show relarively quiet with 
soft and foS« Sited duste ««« 

skirts or jumpsuits with fuU peP 13 - 



New gadgets 







■y?* 1 


» - “=5SSsa F ' ;,wo ' p,e “ oumt 










is luiuuuvtwreiia. lutuu muTsujr.ua^u 

which- has only a 
consult the guidebook^ for 
question.; vV'" 





ARAB TIMES, MONDAY, MARCH 19, 1990 13 


.. 

■ m ■■ - 


BUSINESS & FINANCE 


Seminar on banking and finance 


reform 
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•• ThegovaBBatbasaMtlBita 
taaaim am of-50,000 new cruzados 
la existing current and savings 
accounts can be wfthfoawa before 
September 1991 ami converted 
into the newly created cruzeiro — 
Brazil's fowtii curreacy in as 
many years. 

- This son is worth less than 
Sl^OOatofficul rates and cannot 
even boy a 9ecoad-faand car. Sao 
Paafo's normally busy market for 
second-hand cars was dead this 
weekend. 

AnoidnionpoDpobfishedbydie 
Folha de Sao Paulo newspaper 
qgfoowed a majority m favour of 
Conor’s emergency plan, which 
also indnded new tans on large 
fortunes, gold and stock market 
profitsand five-year jaR tenns for 
people charging exaggerated 
prices. Several state bodies, 

including the Br azilian Coffee 
Institute, were abofisbed. 

The Folha de Sao Paoio pen, 
published today, said 58-per cent 
thongbt the measures good for the 
country. 

. For die first time in Brazil, a 
government has brought in an 
economic reform which deariy 
hteti* rich hardest- . ir ., J 
. CoBor, a young charismatic 
POpnltst who beat a spqal&fo 
reach : the presidency, received 
many of has votes from foe poor: 
They are delighted with his 
measores. 

“It fathe rich who are going to 
lose,” said Rio taxi driver Adaildo 
A Carvalho Silva. “At test I fed 
inond to be BraztEau.” 

: The plan's possible effects on 
the economy are already being 
hotly debated. 

Antonio Kandlr, the new 
government's economic policy 
secretary, said on television last 
n» g|»t foal the monetary reform 
froze between $100 and 115 bfflion 
of foe. 150 biiUoa in bank and 
aUvtafesaccoimts. 

With most money taken oat of 
csrcniation prices abmot keep rte- 
ing as they have done. But the new 
. concerns now Include citizens' 
rights and recession. 

One of Brazil’s moat eminent 
tarots, Ives Gandra Martins, said 
In today’s O dobo newspaper: 
“As a jnrirt I have foe dnty to say 
that the* measures represent a 
^ brutal violence against society. 

Saudis put a 
stop to UAE 
re-exports 

(Continued from Page 1) 

Saudi Arabia was the biggest 
GCC market for the UAE re- 
exports and the second biggest 
world-wide after Iran. . 

Traders blamed influential 
factory owners in Saudi Arabia 
of pressing for the decision^ to 
stop the low price goods coming 
from the UAE and affecting their 

’ - said they would have to 

seek other markets such as the 
Yemeni otherwise their re- 
ft; exports would be halved. 

• -But the traders ruled out the 
bosability of turning th«e re- 
exports toward Iran which in 
r 1989 received 1.6 billion dirhams 
($435 milHon) worth of goods, 
b ec ause . of import restrictions 

.^TheSaudi decision has been so 

strictly imptanentedito W>^ 

. have been returned from the Sua 
border centre to Dub ai and Abu 
Dhabi, and traders have started 
suspending their ex-exports to 
Saudi Arabia awaitmg UA£- 
Saudi official contacts. 

Most affected trade was that 
established in Dubai s Jebel Ah 
freer frade zone, as it was not 
conadSed domestic product, 

£ the officials said. v 

However, the same 
offidals- voiced optimism over 

reaching a compromise with 
have 7 been intensified tetwwm 

the two countries. to solve the 
OO Official 

was available for comment 


't 


over $1 00b 

SAO". PAULO, March IS, 

Fleeing from hyperin- 
tianou, Brazil’s new government 
has introduced one of htatory’s 


Al aracomaH monetary reforms 

* audfrozen more than $100 UQion 
of mdivtthuds' and companies' 
moneys 

; Most of the liquidity in Brazil is 
wrtvfitwen for the next 18 months. 
The govern m ent's aim is to kiD 
. inflation, which in February rea- 
ched a record monthly rate of 
nearly 73 per cent. . 

The reform, announced by 
Freshkat Fernando Collor de 
Mefloou Friday, the day after he 
took office, stunned the country 
and is practically the only topic of 
conversation. 

-7 consider it confiscation,” said 
Antonio Carios Coacdcao, who 
^■saved for years to build a petrol 
" station and now has to shelve Us 


Bright forecast for Gulf banks 


ByM.C.Bose 

Business editor 
ANDREW CUNNINGHAM, 
MEED's specialist on hankin g ha«t 
said Gulf banking and finance is 
looking better now,at the beginning 
of 1990, than it has for many years. 
Most institutions which have 
declared their results for 1989 have 
showiF increased profits and this 
trend is expected to continue as 
more results are published during 
the next few weeks. There have been 
some hiccoughs, notably Gulf 
International Bank, which declared 
a loss of nearly 5600 mini on as a 
result of loan loss provisioning, but 
the overall picture is very optimis- 
tic. 

He said higher priority is being 
given to good management and 
tighter controls are bemg imposed 
on credit Bottom line profitability 
is being given priority over asset 
size. 

While addressing a Kuwait 
seminar on Gulf banking and fin- 
ance, Cunningham said the banking 
systems m the sk GCC countries are 
almost entirely self contained. 
National Bank of Kuwait does not 
have a branch in the UAE. National 
Bank of Bahrain does not have a 
branch in Saudi Arabia. There are a 
few cross-border shareholdings, 
mostly involving Kuwaiti institu- 
tions, but they are highly excep- 
tional. Bank ofBahrain and Kuwait 

— Bahrain’s biggest bank in terms 
of assets is partly owned by Kuwaiti 
institutions. Bahraini and Kuwait 
institutions own parts of Bank of 
Oman, Bahrain and Kuwait But 
the dear underlying structure of 
GCC banking is that we have six 
systems which are effectively stand- 
ing alone. - 

There is little prospect of that 
position changing in the next, five 
years. Gulf banking markets are 
overcrowded and central banks are . 
unwilling to allow foreign com- 
petitors to take business away from 
their own institutions,'’ he added. 

C unningham said there are six 

- hanking .systems in the Gulf. Per- 
haps we should say seven, since the 


B an ram offshore market is mark- 
edly different from any other in the 
region. The Bahrain offshore banks 
focus entirely on cross border busi- 
ness and have significant inter- 
national exposure. Although they 
are regulated by. the-Bahrain Mon- 
etary Agency. which also 

-regulates .Bahrain's., commercial 
brafefe-tfftiheQrK&nnreha/compaced 
- to other, fcawtiai '.ufethutievs-fo 

Bahrain. *•*. 1 , . •.* ." ' ■. ■ ■ 

All the GCC economies are 
capital exporters. The wealth of 
Gulf dozens has outstripped the 
opportunities for investment in 
Gulf economies. Finding suitable 
assets is more of a problem than 
attracting deposits. Despite the 
downturn in the Gulf economies 
during the- late 1980s, there is no 
prospect that the Gulfs status as a 
capital exporting area will change. 

Most of the GCC economies arc 
linked to the US dollar. Some are 
technically linked to the SDR. but 
effectively tied to the dollar. Only 
. Kuwait uses a basket of currencies 
so that hs currency’s value can fluc- 
tuate from week to week. Even so. it 



Andrew Cunningham addresses the seminar and MEED'S local co-ordinator P.B.V. Rajan presents a paper on Arab industries. 


is believed that the dollar is the most 
important element in the basket 
which makes up the dinar's value. 

The demographic structure of the 
GCC states is very similar. The 
population of all the GCC states is 
small m relation to their size. Most' 
of the population is concentrated in 
towns, with the result that people 
are accessible to local banks and 
able to take advantage of new 
products and services. The net 
worth or Gulf banking customers is 
also uniformly high 

He said regulations covering the 
operation of banks m individual 
countries differ widely, but there are 
now moves to harmonise them, par- 
ticularly with respect to capital 
adequacy requirements. Harmon- 
isation will take some time to 
achieve, but gamine progress can 
be expected during the 1990s. Gulf 
banks have shared the experience of 
starting operations atatime of great 
capital surplus, and of then having 
to cope with very difficult economic 
circumstances as the oil price plum- 
meted* in the mid-198Qs. - In recent 
years, all-have faced up to the need 
to rationalise their operations to 
ruler, account of more straightened 
circumstances. 

He said the first point to note is 
the dear dominance of the three 
biggest banking markets, Saadi 
Arabia, Kuwait and the UAE. Each 
one of them can boast more assets 
or deposits than the three smallest 
countries combined. The size of the 
UAE banking system is worth not- 
ing. We rarely see UAE banks tak- 
ing a high profile in the gulf, and 
they were not part of the expansion 
in G ulf banks r overseas representa- 
tion which occurred at the end of the 
1 980s. The size of foe UAE banking 
market reflects the numberofbanks 
in the federation — there are nearly 


20 foreign banks registered in the 
UAE as weO as 19 local hanlra — 
arid also (he high level of deposits, 
particularly in Abu Dhabi. 

A Western banker looking for 
business opportunities in the Gulf 
could be excused for thinking that 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwaitand the UAE 
would be the only markets worth 
considering. Snch an attitude would 
be profoundly mistaken, however, 
as we can see from an analysis of the 
market share of the biggest Gulf 
institution. 

Cunningham told the seminar 
Kuwaitis one of the more balanced 
market The biggest bank, National 
Bank of Kuwait, holds about 30 per 


cent of the banking assets in the 
country. This would be slightly less 
if we include Kuwait Finance 


House. The other commercial 
banks are roughly the same size — 
The Gulf Bank, the second biggest 
bank had assets at the end of 1988 of 
KD 1,06 3 million compared to 
KD1.063 million for Bank of 
Kuwait and the Middle East, the 
smallest bank. 

This pattern is not re pea t ed in 
Saudi Arabia where National Com- 
mercial Bank — the biggest com- 
mercial bank in Saudi Arabia and 
the Gulf as a whole accounts for 
about SO per cent of total banking 
assets in the kingdom. In the UAE 
the two biggest banks. National 
Bank of Abu Dhabi and National 
Bank of Dubai represent about 39 
per cent of total banking assets. 
Both are about twice th size of the 
next biggest institution, Dubai- 
based Bank of Oman, which is by no 
means an insignificant institution. 

In Qatar, the biggest bank, Qatar 
National Bank dwarfs the other ins- 
titutions, taking 50 per cent of total 
banking assets. In Bahrain, the two 
biggest institutions. Bank of 


Bahr ain and Kuwait and National 
Bank of Bahrain, have about 78 per 
cent of commercial banking assets. 
In Oman the leading bank has 26 
per cent of the market. The biggest 
four banks account for 53 pa cent. 

The gap between the leading, 
large, Gulf banks and the smaller 
h«nk< is likely to grow during the 
1990s. The bigger institutions will 
be able to afford to invest in new 
technological products and expand 
overseas, while the smaller banks 
will have to remain content with 
local operations. 

He said while considering the 
relative sizes of Gulfbanks it is wor- 
thwhile pausing for a moment to 
look at the Bahrain offshore banks, 
whose importance is frequently 
overestimated. Arab Banking Cor- 
poration and Gulf International 
Bank both count as leading Golf 
financial institutions, but other 
Bahrain-incorporated offshore 
hank* are relatively small, with 
assets of around SI billion or less. 
The original role for the offshore 
banks — that of lending into Saudi 
Arabia for the construction boom 
— is largely over and Bahrain's role 
as an intermediary between Far 
Eastern and European foreign 
exchange markets is being 
threatened. 

The lines of comparison become 
less dear when we consider the next 
three potential points of difference 
between Gulf banks — internation- 
ally and local activity; profitability 
and lack of profitability; and retail 
rather than corporate emphasis. 

'7 have no difficulty in assessing 
that the Gulf has only one inter- 
national bank — Arab Banking 
Corporation in Bahrain. Of course, 
other banks have substantial inter- 
aational operations, but ABC is the 
only Gulf bank which refers to itself 


Iranian oil minister likely.to visit Kuwait 

Opec discord may 
depress oil prices 


VIENNA, March 18, (Reuter): 
Opec oil ministers are playing 
down the threat of a sHcle in oU 
prices, even- though their output 
quota system remains in disarray 
after two days of talks. 

They ended the weekend meet- 
ing with a statement merely reaf- 
firming adherence to an existing 
accord on production curbs 
which has been violated in the 
past by several of the 13 members 
of the Organisation ofFetroIeum 
Exporting Countries. .• 

Several ministers, however, 
did not seem to think consumers 
would get much of a price cut at 
the pump. 


“I do not think there is that 
much oil floating around," 
Indonesia’s Ginanjar Kartasas- 
mita said, adding that he expec- 
ted quota discipline to improve. 

He said he thought the spot 
market average pnee, as com- 
puted by Opec, would go no 
lower than $17 per barrel (42 US 
gallons). 

It was $17.91 last week, drop- 
ping below Opec’s proclaimed 
target of 18 for the first time this 
year. But Ginanjar said it would 
be back above 20 by the end of 
1990. 


ing in the northern 


summer holidays and the usual 
autumn demand for beating fuel 
will accelerate an upturn in world 
demand for its oiL 

The upturn is eliminating a 
glut which existed for much of 
the last decade. Last year US 
imports of Opec oil rose by a 
quarter. 

Market experts broadly 
agreed with the Opec ministers 
on the outlook for prices. 

.”1 see a reasonably brief 
period of weakness but no 
crash,” said a senior Western oil 
company executive. 

Mehdi Vand, an analyst who 
follows Opec for London stock- 


brokers KJeinwort Benson, said 
be thought "prices are near the 
bottom now." Fine weather in 
Europe promised an early start 
to the summer motoring season, 
be said. 

Beyond the next few weeks, the 

S ues tion is how long producers 
ke Kuwait and the UAE will 
continue to try to use the leverage 
of their big output capacity to 
stop prices rising faster. 

Traditional pricing “hawks” 
Iran, Liby a and Algeria say Opec 
should raise its target price from 
18 to possibly $20, perhaps as 
early as its next meeting on May 
25. 


White House opens door to budget deal with Congress 


WASHINGTON, March 18, (Reuter): 
president George Bush opened the door to 
negotiating a budget deal with Congress to 

D . • w m ■. ...1 L. _ : —II J 


higher taxes he was just one player in the 
debate. 

Rostenkowski’s plan may not be very 


each year than the government takes in. 

Although they placed some controls on 
themselves a few years ago by passing the 
Gramm-Rudxnan deficit reduction law, the 
deficit will be an estimated $123.8 billion this 


S EjSSSSX palatable to lawmakers or voters, especially Gramm-Rudman deficit reduction law, the 

during this congressional election yS***^^ 

subject of raising taxes. The Illinois Democrat's plan offers a tough 

BSrturned his attention to taxesafter Dan scries of measures, including freezing social 1116 ^ ramin ~ 


subject of raising taxes. The Illinois Democrat's plan offers a tough 

Busbturned his attention to taxes after Dan series of measures, including freezing social 

Rostenkowski, chairman of the tax-writing security benefits and most other spending for 

house ways and means committee, produced a year and cutting military spending by three 

a plan to eliminate the budget deficit by 1995. per cent for the next five years. 


Last year the deficit was 5152 billion. 

The goal would be accomplished by freez- 
ing most spending, cutting defence costs and 
raising taxes. 

- In an apparentstepbaek from his “read my 
Kps, no new taxes” pledge which prevailed 
during his election campaig n and dominated 
the first 14 months of his presidency. Bush 
fold a news conference last week everything 
was open for discussion. , 

“We’re prepared to negotiate, absolutely,’ 
Bush said, adding in the next breath, though. 
that he still oDoosed higher taxes. 


It would raise tax rates to 33 percent from 
28 per cent for high income taxpayers, and 
boost taxes on petrol, beer, wine, cigarettes 
and industrial pollutants. It also rules out any 
tax cats, which would end the President's 
hopes for a cut this year in foe capital gains 
tax. 

Bush said that while he did not Kke the tax 
increases, foe plan had merit because it would 
balance the budget in five years, a goal most 


Both the Democrat-controlled Congress 


billion. 

The President’s $1 -2 trillion proposed bud- 
get plan for fiscal 1991 , which starts on Oct 1 , 
calls for a deficit of $63.1 billion, but critics 
say it relies too Heavily on rosy economic 
projections. 

White House budget director Richard Bar- 
man, in testimony to Congress during the 
week, said the adminis tration may have to 
revise its 1991 deficit forecast to at least $70 
bfflion because of the slowdown in economic 
growth. 

Bush’s willingness to negotiate on foe bud- 
get issue was underscored by Dannan and 
Treasury Secretary Nicholas Brady, who told 

J • , i nr.j ..u. 


approach andfoca<hranistrationhra a c»ngressional on W«5nesday that the 

^ ^ tiatalthou^i he opposed concern about theneed to stop spendmgmore administration was prepared to be flexible. 


as an international bank. Gulf 
International Bank »nd National 
Bank ofKuwaitboth see themselves 
as regional rather than inter- 
national banks and their ambition is 
to extend their operations in the 
Gulf rather than in international 
markets. National Commercial 
Bank of Saudi Arabia also has sub- 
stantial overseas activities, bat the 
bank dearly views them as a way of 
strengthening its services within the 
kingdom,'* Cunningham added. 

The Bahrain offshore hanks and 
the Saudi joint venture banks can 
daim a high degree of international 
involvement, and Kuwaiti commer- 
cial banks have also been active in 
expanding overseas. Nevertheless, 
the majority of Gulf institutions 
remain overwhelmingly focussed 
on regional or local institutions. 

He said a more unif orm picture 
emerges when we consider 
profitability of Gulf hunks. As we 
noted earlier, most banks are expec- 
ted to declare healthy profits for 
1989 and show continuing 
improvement daring 1990.. In foe 
late 1980s' many' banks had to 
declare losses as a result of heavy 
load loss provisioning. Some had to 
write down their shareholders’ 
equity as a result. Most of the banks 
which experienced serious 
problems have now recovered, or 
are at least on the road to recovery. 

Saudi British Bank declared its 
expected profits and dividend for 
1989, after two years of losses. 
United Saudi Commercial Bank 
has recovered its profitability after 
swnupng cuts in expenditure and 
staffing. Saudi Cairo Bank has 
begun the painful process of rebuD- 

be many years before the^ank is 
able to declare a profit. Question 
marks remain over Bank Al Jazira 


in Jeddah. 

Several Bahraini offshore banks 
are expected to declare losses for 
1989 as a result of new provisioning 
guidelines introduced by the 
Bahrain Monetary Agency. Arab 
Banking Corporation assigned all 
its net profits tor 1989 to provirions. 
Aria bank is expected to declare a 
large loss when its results are publi- 
shed during the next few weeks. 

He said a question marie must 
also be placed over the profitability 
of Kuwaiti banks, with the excep- 
tion of the National Bank of 
Kuwait which does not operate 
under central bank supervision. 
Although profitable on a day-to- 
day basis, the five commercial 
banks are technically deficit institu- 
tions. Until they an able to operate 
without central bank support, it is 
diffi cult to compare their perfor- 
mance in any meaningful way to 
other banks in the region. 

Nevertheless, the overall picture 
is one of improving profitability 
throughout the region. This trend 
will only be jeopardised by a sharp 
fall in western interest rates which 
would cut the banks’ investment 
income. 

The final area to look for points 
of difference is in the area of retail 
and corporate banking. We have 
already said that the smaller Gulf 
banks will have to rely increasingly 
on local business. Inis does not 
mean that the larger banks will have 
to give ground in the retail market. 

7n fact, the larger institutions are 
better placed to expand their retail 
business through foe provirion of 
new technological services and 
branch operations. Saudi Arabia 
and Oman are particularly attrac- 
tive retail markets, since a bigger 
proportion of their populations 


lives outside the main towns in areas 
which are still underbanked. 

The drive to introduce 
automated teller machine (ATM) 
services and investment funds for 
smaller investors indicates that 
hanks still see considerable poten- 
tial in the retail market Retail ban- 
king involves high overheads, 
however, and those institutions 
which are already strong in the 
market are likely to become stron- 
ger. 

Corporate banking also is subject 
' to technological innovation. But 
here the smaller banks stand a bet- 
ter chance of maintaining reasona- 
ble market share, since companies 
tend to distribute their custom to a 


variety of banks. The gaps between 
Gulfbanks are likely to widen dur- 
ing the 1990s. as a first division of 
regionally and internationally 
orientated banks emerges in con- 
tradistinction to a second division 
of locally orientated institutions. 

The was jointly organ- 

ised by foe Kuwait SAS Hotel, 
MEED’s local agent and MEFD 
Publishing Co. Ltd, UK. Top bank- 
ing officials, investment experts and 
market analysts attended the 
seminar. 

Ralph J. Williams of NBK 
presented a paper on electronic ban- 
king while Dr Amal ElTiganiofthe 
Kuwait University presented a 
paper on What businessmen can 
expect from banks other than 
credit. Pamela Smith prepared a 
paper on Arab industries and it was 
delivered by MEED’s local delegate 
P.B.V. Rajan. Meanwhile, an 
exhibition or banking products and 
books on banking and finance was 
also organised at SAS Tent Foyer. 
Hie seminar will continue today 
also. 


LONG-TERM INVESTMENT 

IN INTERNATIONAL STOCKS 
IS THE BEST ALTERNATIVE 



Kuwaiti Interests For Financial Investments (KSC) 


Offers to Investors ttw international Stocks Trading Savfce^ — maWy 
USA and U.K. stocks. Thesavtaelnckutes the foHawtog: 

— Bperienced sftrfl a dhwniya equipped wtth Raders mon&xs. 

— Prar^onter-eKBCuflon 

— DeaBng through btfomatond broken 
reports on equities. 

— CanpetUtn commission rate. 
















kit gets 
go-ahead 


BRITISH Airways has just spent 


two and a half years researching 
a product which they hope will 
never be used by any of their 25 
million passengers. 

The result is a new emergency 
first aid kit containing the most 
comprehensive range of medical 
equipment ever carried on a Brit- 
ish Airways aircraft. It has been 
developed jointly by British Air- 
ways' medical services and the 
medical company Aeromedic 
Innovations Ltd. 

The Civil Aviation Authority 
is now working closely with the 
airline with a a view of making 
the new kitstandard requirement 
for the aviation industry. 

As well as the latest drugs and 
first aid equipment, the kit also 
contains detailed medical infor- 
mation and a special labelling 
system to record every time an 
item is used. 

The kit is split into separate 
sections — one for use by cabin 
crew and the other restricted to 
use by qualified doctors. 

Last year doctors assisted in 
over 400 of the medical incidents 
reported on British Airways air- 
craft By analysing the treatment 
administered in each case the 
airline's medical services branch 
could see what equipment and 
drugs needed to be earned. 

Over 18 new injectable drugs 
have been includea to deal with 
problems such as heart and res- 
piratory conditions, allergic 
reactions, gastric problems and 
diabetes. 

Another important addition is 
a newly-developed sub-lingual 
spray which can act on the pain 
associated with angina in 30 
seconds. 

The administration of this 
drug is just one element of the 
extensive medical training which 
all British Airways cabin crew 
including mouth-to-mouth and 
cardio-puhnonary resuscitation. 

The medical kit is now being 
introduced across the airline's 
fleet. 


Kuwait deposit 
market quiet 


KUWAIT, March 18, (Reuter): 
Dealers reported a quiet day in 
Kuwait's dinar deposits market 
today with little trading in the 
shortdates. 

The overnight was seen at 
around 8-3/8 1/4 following a 
week ofliquidity in that market 
Tomorrow-next was at 8-1/21/4 
while spot-next and one week 
were 8-5/8 3/8. 

Fixed periods were little chan- 
ged and were seen between 8-3/4 
9/16 and 8-13/169/16. 

The Central Bank left its dinar 
exchange rate at 0-2913/23 to the 
dollar. 

Meanwhile, Saudi riyal inter- 
bank deposits were steady in a 
typically dull market, with many 
onshore operators absent due to 
the European weekend. 

Dealers said the market 
remained liquid due to a steady 
influx or government payments 
in the past few weeks. 

Spot-next and one-week were 
both quoted at right, 7-1/2 per 
cent. The one-month was 
unchanged at eight, 7-3/4, three- 
months at 8-1/4, eight and six- 
months at 8-7/1 6, 5/16. 


Hamad opens 
Electro ’90 


KUWAIT. March 18, (Kuna): 
Commerce and Industry under- 
secretary Abdullah Hamad A! 


Hamad today inaugurated the 
Electro-90 exhibition organised 


by the Kuwait international Fair 
Company at the International 
Fair Grounds in Mishrif. 

A1 Hamad, in a press 
statement after opening the fair, 
said that the exhibition has 
grouped the most advanced elec- 
tronics equipment produced by 
international factories. 

He praised the efforts exerted 
to arrange the displayed items 
and pointed out that prices had 
been carefully monitored so as to 
avoid an increase in their value. 

Twenty six companies and 
local agents are taking part in the 
week-long exhibition. 


Polyethylene 
plantto be built 




A«ABTOffiS,MONDAy,MAKtJimi^f 


Chancellor expected to hike tax allowances 



Major faces delicate high wire act in tough 

_ . Ti»r i-Ari • ~n parliamentaiy seat in Central government unpopularity ani 


LONDON, March 18, (Reuter): 
British Chancellor of the 
Exchequer John Major, the son 
of a circus trapeze artist, will 
walk a political and economic 
tightrope when he presents his 
first budget on Tuesday. 

With both the economy and 
the ruling Conservative Party in 
trouble. Major has a tough 
choice between doing nothing to 
ease the pain of high inflation 
and interest rates or prescribing 
even harsher medicine in the 
hope it will improve things later. 

It will be the first budget 
speech in the British parliament 
to be televised, but there is little 
prospect it will make exciting 


viewing. 

Major, 46, took over as chan- 
cellor after the abrupt resigna- 
tion of Nigel Lawson in October. 
Despite his circus background, 
he is known as the dull, grey man 
of the cabinet and economists are 
predicting a dull, grey budget. 

Major is under pressure to pull 
an econo mi c rabbit out of the hat 
and reverse the slump in the 
government's popularity, which 
has shown a steady downward 
curve for the past year. 

But with economic ' growth 
slowing, the trade deficit widen- 
ing and wage costs rising, he can- 
not afford to take any action that 
would fuel inflation. 


The Conservatives are trailing 
the opposition Labour Party by 
up to 21 points in opinion polls, 
lately because of a new per 
capita' levy or “poll tax’* which 
will make millions of voters 
poorer when it comes into force 
in England and Wales on April 1 . 

Other economic factors are 
also worrying the electorate. 
Inflation is stubbornly high, at a 
current annual rate of 7.7 per 
cent, and is expected to rise even 
higher. 

Bank interest rates of 15 per 
cent are hurting the two-thirds of 
British families which have borr- 
owed money to buy their own 
homes. 










John Major 

Unless Major conjures up a 
miracle, the Conservative look 
set to suffer a crushing loss to 
labour two days after the budget, 
by losing a ballot for a 


East-West economic talks in Bonn 


Hopes and fears 


to be highlighted 


BONN, March J 8, (Reuter): One 
day after East Germany's first 
democratic elections, top 
officials and industrialists from 
East and West meet in Bonn to 
discuss the hopes and fears raised 
by the breakneck pace of 
Europe’s economic integration. 

The 35-nation gathering start- 
ing tomorrow, an offshoot of the 
Conference on Security and Co- 
operation in Europe (CSCE), 
will be dominated by conflicting 
emotions generated by collapse 
of the post-war economic order 
which divided East and West. 

For nations such as Poland, 
Hungary, the Soviet Union and 
East Germany , the fear is that 
tbeir ramshackle economies, 
drained of investment by decades 
of central planning, will be swall- 
owed up by the capitalists of 
Western Europe and North 
America. 

For Western democracies, 
buoyed by the victory of free 
enterprise over the centralised 




of the Bundesbank. 


bling of communist power. 








Helmut Kohl 


“It would be far too high a 
price if the introduction of the 
West German mark in East Ger- 
many meant that our monetary 
policy could not remain stable," 
be told Hessicber Rundfunk 
radio today. “No one can or 
wants to pay that price.*' 

The remarks by Tietmeyer, 
one ofW est Germany’s top mon- 
etary officials, underlined the 
question uppermost in the West: 
who pays the bill for supporting 
the East bloc states? 


events could be moving too fast 
for comfort 

Nowhere is this felt more 
strongly than in West Germany 
as government officials wait to 
see how quickly East Germany's 
newly-elected government will 
pursue the goal of monetary 
union, widely seed as the first 
step to a single German state. 


economy, the hope of breaking 
into lucrative new markets of 


into lucrative new markets of 
nearly 400 million people is tem- 
pered by growing problems with 
joint ventures and concerns that 


“The goal of making East Ger- 
many a blossoming industrial 
area can only be accomplished if 
the constructions are correct,” 
said Hans Tietmeyer, a director 


The Bonn conference, to be 
addressed by West German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
tomorrow, will last for three 
weeks, splitting up quickly after 
opening speeches into four work- 
ing groups to e xamin e practical 
problems of economic co-opera- 
tion. 

When the 35 nations — all of 
Europe except Albania plus the 
United States and Canada — 
agreed in early January last year 
to hold the conference, few 
governments in East or West 
could have foreseen the crum- 


This ha* given the meeting an 
added sense of urgency and, with 
over 1,000 government officials, 
bankers and industrialists regis- 
tered, it will be the biggest gather- 
ing of East and West since the 
Berlin Wall fell last November. 

Working groups will concen- 
trate on how to increase business 
contacts, the legal framework for 
joint ventures, new areas for co- 
operation such as energy and 
environment and how to make 
“soft** East European currencies 
convertible. 

European Economic Com- 
munity delegates, who met on 
Sunday to co-ordinate their posi- 
tion, are expected to argue that 
the East must clarify the legal 
framework governing Western 
investment. 

Confusion in the Soviet 
Union, where there are no less 
than 22 laws or decrees on ven- 
tures, and uncertainty in East 
Germany during the interim 
administration of co mmuni st 
Prime Minister Hans Modrow, 
has t em pered some of the "busin- 
essmen's euphoria. 


Indian economy slows down 


Mexican 


Inflation jumps 


NEW DELHI, March 18, (Agencies): The Indian econ- 
omy grew by only 4.5 per cent during fiscal year 1989-90. 
with industrial growth declining and agricultural produc- 
tion falling short of its projected goal, a government survey 
said yesterday. 

The rate was well below that of the previous year's 
growth rate of 10.4 per cent and the average growth rate of 
5.9 per cent achieved during the previous four years. 

“The performance of the economy during 1989-90 
shows sips of a slowdown in output growth.” the govern- 
ment said is its annual economic survey of the J 989-90 
fiscal year, which began April 1 , 1989. “It is estimated that 
(the Gross Domestic Product) growth during 1989-90 will 
be around 4 to 4.5 percent" 

The new government of Prime Minister V.P. Singh 
released the survey to parliament three days before Fin- 
ance Minister Madhu Dandavate was scheduled to present 
his budget for fiscal year 1990-91 , which begins April 1 . 

The survey said the industrial growth rate expanded 
slowly by 52 per cent in the first eight months of fiscal year 
1989-90. Last year’s growth rate for the same time period 
was a relatively dramatic 9.4 percent 

Meanwhile, the manufacturing sector recorded a low 
3.6 per cent growth rate — less than half of the previous 
year's growth of 102 per cent, the survey said. 

The survey estimated that production of wheat, rice, 
com and other grains would increase by 1.8 per cent to 
about 173 million tons — a shade below the target of 1 75 
million tons set for 1989-90. Still, the estimated production 
of 173 million tons was a record crop for the second 
consecutive year. 

The report noted that the rate of inflation jumped from 
5.3 per cent in fiscal year 1988-89 to 7.7 per cent in fiscal 
year 1989-90. 

Poor fiscal planning by the government and a shortage 
of essential items tike sugar, tea, vegetable oils and textiles 
. were responsible for the inflation, the report said. 

India s balance of payments situation has remained 
under considerable pressure during 1989-90. Data availa- 
ble till December 1 989 indicate that exports have recorded 
an increase of 38.3 per cent while imports have registered 
relatively a slow growth of20.7per cent, in terms of rupees. 

Significantly, the trade defiat of Rs 5.5 180 millions the 


first nine monthsdecline by 1 6.4 per cent. Net invisibles, on 
the other hand, are unlikely to show any improvement 
because of uncertain trends in net private transfers, 
relatively slow growth of tourist trade and a steady 
increase in interest payments on past borrowings. 

According to the economic survey report presented in 
parliament yesterday the strain’s on balance of payments 
have been particularly severe since 1988-89. Several 
adverse medium-term factors have contributed to this 
situation. 

They include, the declining self-sufficiency in produc- 
tion and consumption of crude oil and petroleum products 
from the peak attained in 1984-85, die steady erosion of 
surpluses in invisibles account in financing the trade 
deficit, the unfavourable climate in concession a stance 
and a bunching of debt service payments on past borrow- 
ings from diverse external sources, including the IMF. The 
secular phenomenon oflarge fiscal deficits has also exerted 
adverse pressure on the current account external balance. 

The continuing strain on balance of payment is reflected 
in depletion of the country’s foreign exchange reserves 
which stood at Rs 5,5310 million at the end of January, 
1990. 

The government has been attaching high importance to 
an improvement in balance of payment situation. This is 
sought to be achieved through acceleration of export 
growth, efficient import substitution, reduction of 
procedural bottlenecks to export and improvements in 
infrastructural facilities for exports. 

The survey points out in combating inflation the scope 
for manoeuvrability is limited on the supply side due to 
reduced stocks of food and foreign exchange reserves. The 
solution of inflationary pressure has to be sought prin- 


economy 

growing 


tics, geography and informatics 
indicated that almost all econ- 


indicated that almost all econ- 
omic sectors showed an upward 
trend, pushing the annual 
growth rate on the nation's 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
to 2.9 per cent in 1989 compared 
to 1988. 


The statement did not disclose 
the amount of the country’s 
GDP for 1989, but observers say 
it is expected to be about $200 
billion. 


dpally on the demand side, with particular attention being 
devoted to correcting the underlying fiscal imbalances. 


devoted to correcting the underlying fiscal imbalances. 

This requires a multipronged approach of encompass- 
ing tight budgeting ana control over public expenditure. 


substantial broadening of the tax base and improvement in 
the field of collections from existing (axes along with much 
better physical and financial performance of public sector 
enterprises. The resolution of government fiscal problems 
will require arduous efforts and difficult decisions on the 
expenditure front. 


The growth trend shows the 
economy heading toward the 
goal set in Mexico's national 
development plan for the 1989- 
1994 period, the ministry said. 

Since assuming office in 
December 1988, President 
Carlos Salinas de Gortari has 
pushed through wide-ranging 
reforms in the national economy. 


parliamentary seat' in Central 
England in the biggest by-elec- 
tion upset formore than 50yearc. 

“Mr Major's first budget as 
Chancellor could ’ not- come 
against a more difficult back? 
ground with .1.. the political fall- 
out from high interest rates, the 
fear of recession on one hand and 
the intensification of inflation- 
ary pressures on the other," 
a report by economist James 
Capel. 


government unpopularity and a 
consequent weakening of ster- 
ling. 


higher rate Icvriffom 6Oto40per 
cent in his 1988 budget. 


To avoid increasing the pres- 
sure on the economy. Major is 
expected to increase tax allowan- 
ces and most excise duties only in 
line with inflation. 


The Conservatives won . their. 
third, consecutive general ete^ T 

their han^gdf^i 

the economy. 


Economists are divided, if the 
budget is not tough enough, they 
fear it will force up base interest 
rates even further. If it is too 
tough, it will lead to more 


Thatcher has signalled the 
budget wffl be tough rather than 
draconian. Saying there was no 
question of raising income tax 
levels, she told parliament that 
Britain would “continue to have 
lower tax rates than any time 
since the last war.’* 

Lawson cut basic tax rates by 
two per cent and slashed the 


Major is well aware.of pad^ 
fears that ifhecannot bring xnfbkj* 
lion and interest rates doling 
soon, it will cost the. Cajl^j 
wuupr in the nCXt SCDt'.? 


era! election, due by mia- 
“This budget is going 
judged in terms of its pohticraStt 
astuteness rather than any ec on -qja 
otnic implications,” smd ecOTf^sg 
oinist Neil Mackinnoa. - 



Pathe Communications Corp president Giancario Parretti (ten) lanes wun 
Barbakow during their press conference in Orvieto on Saturday. Pathe is^ekmg 
confident the proposed $1 2 billion deal would be closed 60 days ahead.pt schedule. (Reuter Wire photo) - . 


IMF approves 
$598m loan 




to Belgrade 


WASHINGTON, March 18, 
(UPI): The International Mon- 
etary Fund yesterday approved a. . 
S598 million 18-month loan to 
support the Yugoslav govern- 
ment’s economic programme. 

According to die multilateral 
organisation, the programme’s 
primary objective is to bring 
inflation down quickly while 
safeg uardin g the external posi- 
tion of the economy. 

The Yugoslav strategy relies in 
its initial phase on the anchors of 
a fixed nominal exchange rate for 
the national currency, the dinar, 
a strict cap on nominal wages. 


SHIPS fcX P fcC I tU ATSHUJUMPORT 


MEXICO CITY, March 18, 
(UPI): The Mexican economy, 
which triggered a Third World 
debt crisis when it plunged in the 
early 1980s, grew by 2.9 per cent 
in 1989 — the highest growth in 
five years, the Planning and Bud- 
get Minis try said yesterday. 

A ministry statement said 
preliminary figures released by 
the National Institute of Statis- 


and a partial price freeze. 

These anchors are supported 
by a severely restrictive mon- 
etary policy and a major fiscal 
effort. The fiscal efforts include 
increased revenues from sales 
taxes and customs duties. 

Key structural reform 
dements of the programme are 
the transformation of banks 
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from institutions owned by 
enterprises into fulty capitalised, 
profit-motivated institutions 
with equity ownership, the trans- 
formation of socially owned 
enterprises into legal entities with 
proper capital and clear owner- 
ship status, and the removal of 
legal restrictions affecting 
privately owned companies and 
enterprises with mixed owner- 
ship, the IMF said." 


introduces 

tomorrow 

after-sales 

facilities 






Indian rupee 

Sri I an Van rupee 

Pakistani rupee 

Bangladesh taka . . 

US dollar 

Pound sterling 

UAE dirham — 

Deutsche mark 

Japanese yea 


...17.270 

.......... 7.420 

13.820 

8.600 

29365 

47625 

07991 

__ 17325 

001931 



Chairman: 


Collor’s anti-inflation package could cause a recession 


Bridging the gap between 

customer sales and after-sales 

facilities, the Al-Sayer Group of 
Companies surged forward into 


RIO DE JANEIRO. Brazil, March 18, (API: 


Business leaders and economists said yesterday 
that President Fernando Collor de Mdlo’s anti- 


inflation package could cause a recession and 
provoke social unrest. 


The harsh response followed generally mixed 
reviews immediately after Collorde MeBo laun- 
ched his new presidency by announcing the 
unprecedented austerity plan. 

Collor de Mello. 40, was sworn in Thursday 
as Brazil's first popularly elected President since 

The economic package is designed to curb an 
annual inflation rate of 2,700 per cent and 
reduce a huge budget deficit and foreign debt 

Most of the economic reforms wer e sent to 
Congress as provisional approval within 30 
days. They would become null if Congress fails 
to call a vote within that period. 


JAKARTA, March 18, (Opecna): 
Two Japanese companies have 
announced that they will jointly 
build a polyethylene plant in Indon- 
esia with an installed capacity of 
200,000 tonnes annually. 

According to industry sources in 
Tokyo, the two firms — Mitsui and 
Sumitomo — will sign a co-operation 
agreement next month with British 
Petroleum and Areset Petrokimia of 
Indonesia for the construction of the 
plant. 

The plant, the first of its kind to be 
built in Indonesia will cost S100 
milli on to complete. Just over half 
the project cost will come from BP 
with Areset Petrokimia investing 
most of the remainder. 


accounts. 

Other elements raise taxes and utility costs, 
tighten the money supply and cut government 
subsidies and tax incentives. 

“We run the risk of a brutal recession and of 
continued inflation with devastating social 
costs," sard Aldo Lomzetti, director of the 
private Sao Paulo State Industrial Federation. 
“The monetary shock would tear the economy 
apart." 

Some economists said the freezing of savings 
accounts, aimed at wealthy individuals and cor- 


g vernment safe,” said Sebastian Freitas 
>mes, 27. a Rio computer analyst. 


Gomes, 27, a Rio computer analyst. 

Leaders of the centre-left Brazilian Social 
Democracy Party, the Socialist Workers Ffcrty 
and the Democratic Labour Part y poshed for 
an emer gen cy session of Congress to review the 
plan. 

Economy Minister Zeha Cardoso de Mefio 
said Friday the measures would prevent contin- 
ued hyperinflation. 


po rations, could prevent economic growth. 

“The imprisonment of the wealthy will not 
liberate the poor," said Paulo Rabetlo de Cas- 
tro, an economist of the Gcrtulio Vargas Foun- 
dation. “This could well cause general shor- 


The effects were swiftly fdL Fad pricesjum- 
ped 56 per cent. Telephone rates went up 32 per 


tages of goods and services. 

Several busi n ess m en said they may lack 
liquid funds to pay salaries. 

“The remedy dosage is so strong it could kill 
the patient,” said Roberto Nicolau Jeha. 
another Sao Paulo state industrial federation 
official. “Just keeping workers em ployed will be 
a problem, let alone raising salaries." 

The measures wifi be hard fdt by middle- and 
upper-class Brazilians — many of whom sup- 
ported Collor de Mello. Savings earmarked to 
pay for vacations, homes or automobiles are 
now tied up for 18 months under his plan. 


cait. Postal costs were raised 80 per cent, elec- 
tricity went up 32 percent, and air fares soared 
50 per cent Friday night. 

"What’s going io happen to workers' 
salaries? they're not going up as fast as these 
utility hikes." said respected Sao Paulo econ- 
omist Joao Paulo Malgalhaes. “Social ins- 
tability is a very real danger." 

The measures include price controls, a new 
currency, jail terms for financial and price 
speculators, and a freeze on bank savings 


said Saturday: “I can guarantee the working 
man will not suffer by these measures. The big 
fmandal speculators, those with invested in 
gold and dollars and not in Brazil, will pay.” 
But labour unions, repre senting more than 
half of Brazil's 60-milEon-stroiig work force, 
said an economic slowdown would lead to fir- 
ings and a drop in real wages. - 

“The economy wfll stop,” said Jair Men- 

.Mi .L. Am 


Under the plan, withdrawals from savings 
accounts would be limited to the equivalent of 
about SI ,200. People with greater savings wifi 

only be aflowed access to their m<m^ after la 

months, during which it wifi earn 6 per cent 
interest plus inflation. . . 

The same rules will apply to short-term 
deposits the government uses to finance its 
deficit, which have paid interest rates of up to 
100 percent a month. 

In Sao Paulo. Brazil’s biggest city and bank- 
ing and industrial bub, many stores and res- 
taurants shut down, taxis stopped dnadating 
and sidewalk vendors disappeared Saturday. 

In Rio, the fourth day or an enforced bank 
holiday virtually business. Block-long 

lines formed ac automatic bank machines to 
withdraw a maximum of about S47 in cash. _ 
fnllnrdK M riln ?j«i ^ return of 

the cruzeiro currency, which repl aces t ire 14- 
month-old new cruzado. The cnianto is the 


the future yesterday, when Mr. A. 
Yakoi, Director of Toyota Motor 


Corporation. Japan, and Mr. 
Naser Mohamed Al-Sayer, 
Chairman of the Group, opened 
the first of three New Toyota 
Service Center Reception Areas. 

With tire opening of the New 
Reception Area, the Al-Sayer 
Group have merged technical 
know-how with people know- 
how. Recognising that technical 
competence is oruy one half of an 
equation, the new Reception Area 
has been designed to meet two 
basic needs; unparalleled comfort, 
and first rate efficiency during 


repairs and service on a full range 
of Toyota vehicles. 

Exposed to a climate that can 
be harsh and unrelenting by 
anybody's standards, customers 
attending the new Service Center 
Reception can relax in an 
airconditioned lounge complete 
with magazines, television and 
video, and a never-ending 
fountain of complimentary 

beverages. 

In a work] that has 

consequently grown smaller with 


1 lie economy wm vuu jou — — , 

cgueBi. president of the leftist Central Workers fourth currency in tbc last four years and 
Union, the nations' largest. “And if workers seventh in the country's history. 

* The cruzeiro will be equal io ok new 


“It’s frustrating. You save a little to try to get 
ahead and they lock your money away in the 


Union, the nations' largest. “And if workers 
lose their jobs, a general strike will be a way of 
fighting back that will be considered.” 

Some businessmen and economists praised 
the plan. • 

“The plan will open up the economy, force 
strong doses of competition, and eliminate car- 
trf s that monopolise prices," said Joaqunn E toy 
de Toledo, an economics professor at the 
University of Sao Paulo. 


cruzado, valucdat about 2.5 centsoffioaHy.bat 

worth about half that on the street. 

“First we had cruzeiros, the n cruzado ^ Ihco 
new cruzados and now back to cruzarOBT said 
Anaide de Soares, 24, a saleswoman in a Rio 
dotbesshop. “It's hard to trustkaders who play 
with your money and raise .the price oF every- 
thing." 


the introduction of innovative . 
methods o fcoarai unica tioo . 
systems, the Al-Sayer Group is - 
expanding with the iostalfeticmbf. 
compu ter systems which 
aUeviate the need for customers t o 
painstakingly log down intricate 
repairs andservice history. AlLih* 
wfll be available on computer ; ; 
located by both customer name J 
and vehicle registration number, 
as will be customer handling and 
billing. 

The new computer systems;, 
which will be fully operational by 
July 1990, are an integral partof . 
revised servicing and maintenance 
procedures which are being . ' 
implemented within the -entire 
service framework. Benefits, to. the 
customers include reduction in. '. ■' 
costs of serykang and repairs, and :: 
quality on par with the best in the 
worM. In the very near future, the. 


AI Sayer Group will extend full 
guarantees with their servicing. 


With the opening of this new 
Reception Area, and all its. - 
concurrent benefits, Al-Sayer are 


proving thatsuccess is not just 
know-now. but to know when!- - • 
With such a strong emphasis on" 
all-round customer satisfaction, 
Al-Sayer arc becoming pkmeereof 
world -dass after-service facilities 
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yVER 1 .600 students, staff and parents 
elebrated the annual Ethnic Day at the 
Jniversal American School recently, 
displays of handicrafts, cosrt umes and 
testers were available in ra^of the 23 
looths, along with .enough food to teea 
very one. 


Lebanese dabkeh 

A higlight of the displays was a quilt 
representing the 50 United States. 
Students in two fifth grade classes, under 
the direction of art teacher Joan Rock, 
designed squares showing a state map 
and two or three symbols representing 
the state and then combined the squares 


to form a traditional American quilL 
The grand parade began at 11:30, with 
students wearing their national cos- 
tumes, led by a student carrying the flag 
of their country as they marched before 
the audience while their national anthem 
played. Flags were made by art teacher 


Some spectators 


Judith Blake, assisted by high school 
student s. 

The ethnic show followed. Led by 
Kuwaiti students performing a local 
dance, students from their countries, 
including the Palestinian and Lebanese 
dabkeh, Egyptian songs and dances. 


East Asian dances, Korean tae kwan do, 
Filipino traditional planting and harvest 
dances, East Asian folk dances represen- 
ting Bangladesh and Pakistan, Canadian 
folk songs, and American folk dance. 
Joining the students performers was an 
adult group of Polish musicians- 
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fRNING . 

0 The Opening and Holy 

Quran 

0 Sabah AlKher News 

0 Cartoon Serial 
5 Magazine D’Actuaute 
(repetition) 

0 Shnaa min al madlu: 

Arabic Serial (part 26) 

i5 From my Kitchen: 


1Z95 Sabah Al Kher News 
12.15 Al Malqoaf: Loca 
weekly serial (fina 
part), Sttixte : Ag» 
gusain Abdul Redha, 
Mohammed Jaber and 
Abdullah Khraibit 
1230 News Summary 
12.35 Holy Quran and 
Oosedown 

E 4JWThe Opening and Holy 
- Quran 


4.15 The World Today via 
Satellite (repetition) 

4.45 Sphnm al fadha: Car- 
toon Serial 

5.15 Mama Anisa and chil- 
dren: local children 
programme, prepared 
by Samiya Moham- 
med and presented by 
Mama Anisa 

5.45 Night chemists, 
airlines and official 
advertisements 

6.00 Wa Qalat Al Arab: 
Historical serial, star- 
ring Mohammed 
Wafeeq, Hassan 
Husni, Aliya Abdul 
Menem 

7.00 Varieties 

7.15 Holy Quran and 

science: Religious 

programme .(part 2), 
prepared and Presen- 
ted by Dr Ahmad 
Shawqz 

"*** Cultural serial 


8.30 Good Evening and 
local news 

9.00 News in Arabic 
9.45 Omsiyat Al Ethneen: 
Local programme, 
prepared and presen- 
ted by Mohammed Al 
Baijes . ,, 
10.15 Lil adala wajh akhar 


10.15 Al Mawed: Variety 
programme (final 
part), prepared and 
presented by Tawfeeq 
Khallaq 

12.15 News summary 

12.30 The World Today via 

Satellite 

12.45 Holy Quran and 
Oosedown 

6.00 Opening Announce- 
ment* Holy Quran 

6.10 Winnie The Pooh. A 
cartoon senes for chil- 


dren 

6.30 Wild South “The first 
born Zoo” A look at 
the Seal its way of life 
and growth... 

7.00 Roving Report. A 
weekly round-up of 
local, Arab and inter- 
national news. 

7.30 Trap. “The Iron Ca^e" 
Curiosity leads Pier 
and his girl-friend 
Mary to challenge the 
secret of the existance 
of monks in a deserted 
monastery. They are 
obliged to call the 

S olice!! 
ews in English 

8.30 Around the World. A 
variety of topics and 
events from all over 
the world... 

9.30 Tour of Duty. “Sealed 
with a kiss” Zeke. con- 
siders a , CIA 
recruiter's offer to 
make a lot of money as 


a mercenary. He and 
Goldman go on a dan- 
gerous mission with a 
Navy Seal and find 
themselves in a jungle 
without a radio or sup- 
plies!! 

10.30 A Colourised Story. 
Starring: Cary Grant, 
Catherine Hbborn. 
Dexter plans to foil the 
marriage of “Tracy" 
his ex-wife ... in the 
meantime George sur- 
prises his fiancee 
■‘Tracy" with Dexter’s 
friend— 

12.00 News in Brief 

12.15 Magazine D’Actualite 


PRAYERS 

Fair 

Zofer 

Aar 

Maghreb 

Istsa 


434am 
1136 
333 pm 
539 
7.15 


Al And olns 
Arabic film 
Al Safmiyah 
D.O.A. 

AlHamra 
Arabic film 
Drive-in 
North Shore 

AlFirdoos 

Kanoon Apna Apna 

Fahahed Open 

Ghar mein Ram gali mein 

Shyam 

Fahahed 

Feds 

AlJahra 
Combat Killer 
Granada 
Born Killer 
Sl niaihilfha # 

Roar 

Jteefa 

BbulBichar 
Ahmadi Drive-in 
Enter the Dragon 


Sultan Gallery 

INDIAN artist Shamima 
Farid is showing a collection of 
her latest works at the Sultan 
Gallery, near Rolls Royce 
showroom. A wide selection of 
subjects are featured in the 
paintings of the artist, who has 
exhibited widely in Kuwait and 
overseas. However, this is 
Shamima's first solo-exhibi- 
tion in Kuwait. Open daily 
from 9 am to I pm and 4 to 8 
pm. 

Watercolours of Arabia 

Recent watercolours by 
Patricia Millns on exhibition at 
the studio, the Tareq Rajab 
Museum, Jabriya, Saturday 
thru Thursday 9.30 to 12 and 
4.30 to 8 pm, from March 6 to 
20, 1990. Tel: 5315397: or 
5318060. 

SAS Hotel 

EXHIBITION of water colour 
and oil paintings as well as 
stained glass at the lobby until 
March 20. 


Holl — Festival of Colours 

THE 1AC is celebrating the 
festival of colours to com- 
memorate the coming of Spring 
on Thurs 22nd March at Fun- 
aitees with a suitable 
programme. Members and 
their guests are requested to 
contact the IAC office 
(3904817). Sharma (2644863). 
Raman (3903879), Mathews 
(4343329), Srivastava 
(4898 1 62) or Munshi (2423740) 
for details and passes. Because 
of limitations, passes are 
available on first-come-first- 
serve basis. 

Ladles International League 
of Kuwait upcoming events 

LIL Desert Picnic on Friday, 
March 23, 1990. Members and 
their guests. For further infor- 
mation and tickets please con- 
tact Barbara on 5325131. 
Deadline Fot tickets is March 
17. 

Danlella Desert Rally 

- The annual family rally for 
Danes will take place on 
Friday, March 23. For registra- 
tion, please call Henrik — Tel: 
3727688/92 ext. 246. 

Kuwait Utile Theatre 

KUWAIT Little Theatre 
presents “Oh Clarence”, a 
comedy by John Chapman, 
adapted from the books ofP.G. 
Wooehouse. Gala Night is on 
March 19. 1990, at 7.30 pm 
with other performances on 
March 20, 21 and 22 at 8.00pm. 
Tickets can be booked by phon- 
ing 39 1 9759. 

Badesfit Picnic 

Bangladesh Diploma Engin- 
eers' Society in Kuwait 
(Badesik) has organised its 
annual picnic to be held in 
Mangaf family beach on 
March 23. The events included 
the prize distribution of recen- 
tly completed indoor games 
and the children sports to be 
played on tfaespoL Bangladesh 
Ambassador to Kuwait K.M. 
Shehabuddin will be the chief 
guest. 

All Badesik member s are 
requested to contact general 
secretary Khalilur Rahman on 
tele 4330025 for more details. 

Summer Affair ’90 

THE Weekend Club will 
host their traditional “Summer 
Affair” on the first day of Ed 
Al Fitr (April 26) at the 
Regency Palace Hotel. Watch 
or participate in the selection 
and crowning of the 1990 Sum- 
mer Queen, join in a Jive Con- 
test, watch a scintillating dis- 
play of "Lambada” or simply 
let your feet loose to the music 
of Top Ranks and Perfect 
Strangers. Gala buffet, loads of 
prizes and most important have 
a good time. For reservations 
call 43 1 5425 (Julio), 574 1 380 or 
4890566. 

Bangladesh get-together 

A NUMBER of Bangladeshi 
families will hold a spring get- 
together at the Rawda Park, 
Damascus Street on March 23. 

The day-long programme, 
which starts at 8 am, will 
include children's games, ladies 
and gents games and bingo. 

For details, contact tele- 
phone 3725312, 4315352, 
4715734, or 3713923. 

Konkanl non-stop show 

A Konkani non-stop show 
entitled Koxtt Ani Sontos 
(Hardships* Happiness), writ- 
ten and directed by Epa de 
U lord a, organised by Utorda 
Lourdes Boys will be staged on 
July 6, 1990 at 3.30 pm. Venue: 
Labour Union Hall, Maidan 
Hawaii!. 

For more information con- 
tact 48 17857. 


Shakespeare’s Macbeth 

THE London Shakespeare 
Group, who have already 
received rave reviews for their 
performance of Macbeth in 
Bahrain, Doha, Muscat and 
the Emirates, will perform at 
the Kuwait English School. 
SaJwa on March 21 and 22, 
1990 at 8 pm and on March 23. 

1 990, at 6 pm. The cast includes 
professional actors and actres- 
ses with classical backgrounds, 
who have appeared at the Lon- 
don’s prestigious National 
Theatre, various West End 
theatres, television and radio. 
All seats are numbered, and can 
be reserved by ringing 5740256/ 
7. 5625316, 5718143 or 
5731782. 

Drama 

“BANDHAN Nailya 
Chakra,” Kuwait, a Bengali 
Drama Group, is going to per- 
form its third stage show a Ben- 
gali Drama by the name 
“Boudir Beeay” on 22nd 
March Thursday 1990 at 5 pm 
in the Starlight Theatre hall of 
Doha Entertainment City. 
Kuwait 

The Ambassador of Ban- 1 
gladesh in Kuwait, K.M. , 
Sehabuddin will be the chief 
guests. 

For entry cards, please con- 
tact the following persons: 
Abdur Rab, tel: 4316823, Jasim 
Uddin. tel: 2420484, Video A to 
Z,tel: 3924320. 

British Council 

Do you want to learn English 
in Britain or maybe you know 
someone who does? If so, come 
along the Education Office at 
The British Council on Mon- 
day March 19 or Tuesday 
March 20. We will be showing 
videos about language schools 
in Britian and giving away lots 
of information about courses, 
fees, accommodation etc. All 
are welcome! 

Children's Books of the Year 
1989 Exhibition — March 10- 
22 at The British Council 
Gallerv. 

Wednesday, March 21, 6.00 
pm — Film showing: Asterix in 
Britain, The Movie. Go back, 
far back in time when the 
Britons stopped fighting for a 
tea break at 4.00 pm and 
everyone drank hot water with 
a little milk because tea hadn't 
been discovered yet. (75 min). 

Thursday, March 22, 10.30 
am. Story Tone by a profes- 
sional story teller. 

Please book seats by calling 
Tel. 2515512; 2533204; 

*2533227. 

Rosa Foma' drama 

MAY 10-11: Expatriates 
Gub proudly announces that 
Goa’s celebrated king of cen- 
tury shows Rose Ferns, and his 
sixteen member troupe, will 
present at the Granada Cinema 
hall, Kheitan,- his premier 
release in Kuwait “Xinxe” 
(Broken Glass) and “Beiman 
Turn” (Yon Ungrateful) which 
has already crossed the hun- 
dred plus mark in Goa. More 
details later. 

HOTELS 

Bits W Pieces 

An interesting 8 week course 
in patchwork and quilting tech- 
niques. For details contact Tei. 
5634663. 

Le Meridian 

AL WAHA Cafe features 
Crepe Festival until 22nd 
March. Crepes (thin pancakes) 
are prepared in front of the 
guest at a special counter. . 
Choice of dessert fillings , 
include fruit salad with cream 
custard and strawberry sauce, 
sliced fruit with orange sauce, : 
strawberry with whipped 
cream, melba sauce and 
almond, and sliced banana 
with chocolate sauce. Choice of 
lopping include chocolate, 
honey, jam or marmalade, 
maple syrup and chantiliy 
cream. i 

Al Fingan Tea Lounge will 
feature Bananarama Festival 
from 18th until 22nd March. 
One can have a variety of 
choices of mouthwatering ban- , 
ana sweets such as banana frit- i 
ters with honey, banana tarte. 
banana lartelettes, chocolate 
banana and banana charlotte. 
Special banana drinks include 
banana milk shake and banana 
strawberry cocktail. One can 
also enjoy our special banana 
split ice cream. 

SPORTS 

Danlella Bowling 

ALL Danes are invited to 
participate in the first ever 
Daniella Bowling Tournament 
on April 5, 1990, at 6 pm. For 
further information and regis- 
tration please call Connie - Tel: 
3715637 or Marianne - Tel: 
3720137 before March 26. 
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Salem Al Mubarak Street 

Fahahed 



Ahmadi Pharmacy 

Istiqlal Pharmacy 


Ahmadi Souk 

Safat Square 


Kheitan 

Sharqiya Pharmacy 


Tawfiq Pharmacy 

Helali Si. 


Southern Street 

Haftafii&Nttgm 


Jahni 

Hawalli Pharmacy 


Al Nour Pharmacy 

Tunis St. 


Matafi Street 








- ~ -'i 


• " . “'•» ”V 




aSAB TIMES, MONDAY, 



f you ACQuicec* ^MOTjMj \es, winsowve— yoi>^ 

COM PAM > , Ate. ^ frvMOW— 


— I6KOUU7 STA«rTH£ 
MBfZGBK- O F -TH£= -MONTH 
CLU&! 


LOOK, FLO. CANT 
M3U ARRANGE TO 
WASH THE FLOOR < 
ON A DAV WHEN 
I'M NOT PLAYING 
FOOTBALL ?/_Hi 


r just HAveA 

oNeMsr 1 
c3l/SSTi«0M . 



MATS Trie 
roo&te&c f*&t 
A& arcP£ine> 
A^urj ? 


' &£TX\\&? 3KOfC MD 
FOPXW TO fife JO& . 



&IVING WE A 
CHANCE TO 
5L[P AWAY AND 
-mfrn'bFOOA into 
HE-MAN ! 



NO' JOUR H1EHNES5. 
OUE JOB It TO PEOTECT 
YOU... THAT '5 SOMETHW& 
U/E CAiJ'T DO THAT IF 
WE DIVIDE OUZ ‘FDECE5 ' 



!■■■ HHIH8HIH . !■■■! 


ACROSS 
1 Mars: 

Comb, form 
5 Ten: Prefix 
9 “Saturday Night 



13 Sacred Hindu 
writings 

14 Overact 

1 6 Rara avis 

17 News item, tor 
short 

18 Presidential 
snake? 

20 Provides party 
food 

22 Part of a BLT 
sandwich 

23 Make amends 

24 Earned 

27 " — Rosen- 
kavafier" 

28 Humiliator 

32 Verne's captain 

33 Predecessor of 
the CIA 

34 Stratagem 

35 Eatery 

36 Adventurous 
presidential 
aviator? 

39 Pungent 

42 Once more 

43 By, in 
Salamanca 

46 Cell body 

47 "On — Pond": 
1981 film 

49 One, to Bums 

50 Cheaper 

52 Stones 

54 Two-handed 
card game 

56 South American 
capital 

57 Amateur 
presidential 
baseball teams? 

60 Actor Jannings 

61 Poker stake 

62 Go around the 
edge 

63 Appellation 


64 Items in Santa's 
pack 

65 Anglo-Saxon 
laborer 

66 Three, in Toledo 
DOWN 

1 Guacamoie 

base 

2 Discount 
allowances 

3 Revisers 

4 Of a cereal 
grain 

5 Labor leader 
Eugene — 

6 Australian 
bird 

7 Outlay 

8 In 

9 Preoccupied 
with something 

10 Two — equals 
five 

11 Symbol of 
triumph 

1 2 Go astray 
15 Feed grain 

wheat 

19 Bern's river 
21 Rise, 
like Silver 

25 Scottish uncle 

26 Rimsky- 


Korsakov’s 
“Le Coq— " 

29 Omni or mini 
follower 

30 WOod for skis 

31 Rower part 

35 — earth 
(practical) 

36 Nesting places 

37 East of III. 

38 Jackie's sister 

39 JFK sight 

40 — poiloi 

41 General pardon 

43 Mount — , 
Calif.: 

Observatory 

site 

44 FOrmer 

45 Used cars 

47 Actor Richard 
and family 

48 Give — a little 
(roughly) 

51 Adjectival 
suffix 

53 Hollywood 
figure 

55 Sponsorship 

56 — noire 

57 Belfry resident 

58 Dos preceder 

59 Vase 


TOO REVEALING . 

North-South vulnerable. South 

deals. wvt _ and elected to convert thedo^fctq 

NORTH penalties by passing. 

* 4 i west led the kin* c^<fiampud> 

^ ; A n A 4 i and continued with the queen, 

1 IVAV following with the sevra ai^d^ 

* 8 tier the eight. Declarer lUffed^KS^nd 

WEST o 6 3 round and it -was obvious. flatus 

S K O 9 4 3 * j 10 5 had *P have^f^ msan^^ 

x * S V A 187 otherwise West would sareay^^rye.; 

1 a k J 9 shifted to a tmmp/SihceBi^MjpK 

* VOld cnirm be kept off lead; 

^ j declarer to know wheths-he otu$4l 

* A 8 7 2 ruff his fourth he?rt^ 

X 2 safely. ■ i 

1 n 10 4 3 After trumping^ thb ^ 

HMdinp- mond, decIarer<^Tie^^ 

S^th^wfrt North East hearts antf ruffed X heaft 

z°~ 3 4 Pass produced the five arid tett;£>wdfeBcer 

LT fJh, Pass pass ruffed a diam^drad^toa ht^i 

Pa® Dbl Vuss ra« ^ 

rwnino lead- Kine of 0 jacks. When -declarer edited tlieiee’ 

Opening lead. King oi v ^ 

~ h ._j. to achieve opti- with the three asd 

^ the’ defenders must Dedarer/dro^ 

Sl^ey S^ch other dieir respective his^hone^^d^h^^^ 
lengthin key suits. Sometimes , how- nal distoTmaoubad 
everthat information can only help Sodedarer -n^ed;^,qffl^P^ 
declarer It is then incumbent on the spades on 
dSraden, to follow suit randomly diamond.^^^^ ^n^.. 
so declarer does not get a picture of or low, : declarer had .to;: 

Se Sbution. queen of - trum^ as- Ibe 

Since East had not yet bid. West’s - trick. - - t-;—: 


Op ening lead: King of 0 








ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE: 


Hrii® 0 Hurn 

nnrfTH noon rariBin 
■ 0011000^0000 

njirwimn 00000 
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jDD 3 anEMHManfia 00 

0 nn 00 OS 0 H 000 

nnn rMi 00000000 
(WOO 000 0 C 30 

0 0000 B0Q0gj0 | 
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OlUiT 


iP IB 'A 



- I- 


YiEifilSHElRiQ 


"Wake up. VxnH^/-p^ ^ 

• • •• O''.*:;'-'- 



You win find it easier to make up 
your mind and will reach the right 
decision too. You should resist a' 
tendency to dwell on the past. 
Avoid blaming other for what is 
not their faulL Be candid. 


You will have a lot to do but if 
\ou concentrate you will also get a 
lot done. Something yon thought 
you bad already done will turn out 
still to need doing- You should not 
close to your mind to change. Be 
responsible for your actions. 


You have the wind in your sails 
but are you sure you are heading in 

the rightdirectiqn7YoU should not 
wait until later instead do what has 
to be done right away. If yon press 
too hard youmay spoBitall. Be less 
voluble. 


Yon wiU’discriver amxstake you 
have made m. time to correct h- You 
should be a little more patient, ycra 
cannot expect overmght snccess. 
Yon should try to think and act a 
littk more positively. Be amenable. 







Take things more as they come 
and reserve your efforts Tor where 
they can make the most impact. 
Pay a little more attention to your 
health and be more careful about 
infection. Do not allow sales talk to 
take you in*. Be a little more 
reticent. 


Gemini 

May 21 - Jnz 


You will be rather annoyed with 
someone else but should not make 
too great a fuss about it. Try to 
restrict yourself to essentials for the 
moment, details can follow later. 
Do your best to avoid stress and 
strain. Be less insistent 


You will be entranced by 
novelty but it is likely S 10 ^ a 
disappointment after a while. Y< ou- 
should do your best to avoid get- 
ting bogged down in detail. Do not 
make a nuisance of yourself nor 
allow others to do that to you. Be 
more cautious. 


You should, not expect to have 
everything, your own way. Your 
health is not quite so good, but 1 
there is no need to fear thc worst. 
You should not allow yourself to 
become frustrated because you 
cannot make a new device work. It 
wifl come to you with practice. 


You will have your wits more 

tofall mtb a trap.Dp not tetiofliers 
what to do; but do tisteh to 
they tellyou. you shonlddo. Try 
show a rast a little more goodwill. 
Be reliable. 




You will now become "more 
familia r with using a new device 


ana 44. t ou snoum nvu*u 
much that you upset yourstomacn. 


You will tire more easily and 
should try to conserve your ener- 
gies. A mistake should be corrected 
at once: it wffl not just go away. Do 
not allow your emotions to be bot- 
tled up but do not be dominated by 
-them either. Be discrete. 


Something that has been a bit of - 
a mystery Co you will now fall into 
place. Yon should Mm pleasure in 
tittle things too. Arid do notalwaya 
fed that others are better off than 
you are-mostly they are mot. Be 
morehdpfuL 



"Take that off Dad's face. You've 

"Excuse me ... you're ... 


gotta get ready for school/' - 

blocking the aisle!'' 

.... ... \ 



. . r *■ 
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LUXURY 

FREEHOLD 

.HAT in West Germany! 
;towa hearth thermal 
wtne (fetrict, near cental cBy 
Bona tor reHrement/hoihkiy 

home a^o. butttl 988, 

private lor sate. 

w- »■ Hwed 
4008887 CKawott), T«L Hr. 
6*orga 02841-35544 
(W.Gwowny) 


GENERAL 
SERVICE 

For all your shifting wfth 
transportation, paintin& wall 

papering carpet & villa cleaning. 
We ore of your service; with 
skilled workers. We are olso 
buying and selling furniture. 

■Contact; Mr Stanley 
Tek 4743877 
A1 Mowaslin Trdg. 


STUDIO AL-MOAMEN 

2408378-2439400 
★ We are at your service anytime 



♦ Shortly KON1CA nice print system 


♦ Introducing Q. AS. - no wash system 


* Video & Audio-cassette photos 


♦ Civil ID. Passport, & B.W. Photos 


♦ Wedding & family photographs 


♦ Now bring film for DJP. and get gift photograph 


MARK HARMON 


HxtiWMPsr 


TBlnTMTHOmuRf KM 




v PI*i!T t ui 

tk\hdg@cujb 



5ALMIAH: TEL. 57243729 SALHIYA COMPLEX. TEL 2432809 
SAFEWAY FARWANIYA. TEL 4341166 9FINTAS TOWERS, TEL 3710218 


TOP URGENT 


TO ALL 


System Developers & Software Houses 

We can provide you with the best software protection 

for your valuable programs: r ■ * 

Protection can beprovided for 5.25" 3.5” disks, 
hard disk & network. 

For further formation contact 

N & A Gen. Trdg. Co. 

Tel: 261517672662882 
Fax; 2662862 


The All Real 
Villas 


2401908 

2407677 


Fax 

2403260 


2451476 

2451489 


KDT200 

KD500 

KD700 

KD900 

KD650 

KD650 

KD800 

KD600 


JUUHUYA New villa for 2 family, 3 bed 3 baft 
BAYAK1 storey 1 floor, 3 bed 3 berth 

1 story 4 bed 3 bath beautiful kitchen 

2 storey new good for 2 families 
MESHEREF 2 storey, 5 bed with garden 
New 2 storey 6 bed 
2 storey, 5 bed with swimming pool 
SA1WA 2 storey, 5 bed, 4 bath new 
New 2 storey for 2 families 

4 bed, 2 bath with mulhaq 
L2 storey 5 bed new garden 
PaunUBA 1 storey, 4 bed, 3 bath, basement 
with mulhaq carpel curtain 
SURRA New 3 lewefe 4 bed, 2 bath 
SABAH SALEM 4 beds, 4 baths, 2 storey 
YARMOUK 2 storey, 4 bed, 4 bath with mulhaq 

Office time 8am -9 pa 


KD800 

KD760 

KD900 
KDI TOO 
KD400 


LOST 


Passport, no. AK938073. in 
the name of Chaudhry Moham- 
mad Fazil. P^ te "J;J^ der 


ACCOMMODATION 

Available 

*HAHEEL Makkah Street near 

the Indian School, one room with 

AC for a Goan/Mangalorean 
bachelor to share with a Goan 
boy. Rent KD40 per month. Tele. 

FARWaNIVA. near the co- 
operative. One room in a 4 - 
bedrpom flat for a couple or 2 
feielore, Indian, to share w* a 
family. Tele. Thomas. 4742153 

f eS ' - (AT3-51945-3) 

MAIDAN Hawalll. besktetheP£- 
(nan -Hotel sharing accommoda- 
tion for a couple or oneteefe^. 
Busrcfates30.t09.14RentKDa)- 
^.^2403747^.-1^ 

KUWAIT City, behind the Sharq 
Fire Station. one bedrownanda 
M in a 4 room ap&tmerrt ^wrth 
fcitrJhen and bath, for a s mail 
Indian family. 

watered eiectnaty inclusive. 

tete. 2419327.. > ATt ^ l91 2-3). 


SALMIYA, House No.6. Block 12 
Street 1 . Salem Al Mubarak Street 
in front of petrol station. Large 
rooms in a fiat for a famity. work- 
ing girte or bachelor to share with 
an Indian family. Bus routes 1 5. 1 9, 
24,27.45. 

(AT5-51891-© 

For Rent 

MISHRIF. Area 3. Road 50. 3rd 
Street House 34, small villa .for a 
European family. Tele. 5380521. 

(ATI-51914-3) 
jABRIYA. villa. Tele. 2407640/1. 

‘7744884/5, 5519800. 

(AT2-519256) 

VILLA deluxe, house of 4 beds. 3 
baths, living and dining open, gar- 
den and garage. Tele. 4744266. 

(ATI-51918-3) 

FORSALE 

Misce llaneous 

YAMAHA outboard boat engine, 
25HP. in very good condtoon, 
KD 200 ono: Ka^ai R10 ° 

®S*-*ESU 

PHILIPS 40 cacm. fridge. Aiwa 
CX88 stereo and CD player and 

various poster ^r^ Owrar 

‘ leavinQ Kuwait Tele. Mr Gordon. 
SS38off..7J0am-1230p<n.4 

.7^-^anagg^ 


FOR RENT 


Villas, half villas, 
flats, complete 
[buildings, offices h 
all areas in Kuwait 
with or without 
swimming pool 


Qatar Real Estate 
Tele. 2406592, 
2406593 


REQUIRED 

2 Laundiy 
workers. Musi be 
experienced in this 
field. 

Call tel. 9025044 
from 4.00 to 9.00 
pm. 


II 




Big 
quantities 
off clothes 

for sale at low prices. 

For information please 
contact Mr Raymond 
from 8.30 am to 1230 pm 
and 4.30 pm to 830 pm. 
Tel: 2434215/2413718 


“SI 


REQUIRED 

Companies 
supplying all Kinds 
of cleaning and 
deying papers to. 

contact us on, 

2431173- 

2420537 


Wanted 

Immediately 

1. An engines wmwpdringol 
SacMafiandtiedranlcappficmces. 

2. TectmWansforrepdrtnfleiecMcd 
andetectewlccsplcmcei. 

1 SriLortttm«f»S^iosecn4Byw*h 
a previous eqiBilenoe in ttm 
housemaids offices. 

4 . BqjM«**we(mand«*«lorthe 

pUdngupofBuhousemdds. 

5. Orfwr 

ni ■ ■ ■ ■ 1 ■inrtTalsiihnae- 

RMSo COWOCI 

2516825-2534584-2638395. 


ADVERTISE 
IN THE 
ARAB TIMES 
FOR 
BEnER 
RESULTS 


AN electronics workshop — 
refrigeration and air-conditioning 
with electrical items, for 
immediate sale in Salmiya. next to 
Indian School (Senior). Tele. 

5636215,5642344. 

(AT3-YSF-TM-3) 

PLAT for sale in Bombay. 2 
bedrooms plus hall. 1 .000 sq. ft. in 
posh area, seafacing at Seven 
Bungalows, Versova. For details 
tele. 3723637. 

(ATI-51885-3) 

PLANTS, master bedroom set 
garden furniture, bar and stools, 
surfboard, wet suits and other 
items for sale. Tele. 5382931 ,5-8 

pm ' (AT2-51912-3) 

SALMYA Amman Street furni- 
shed flat. 2 bedrooms, one 
spacious halK 10x4). window AC 
dirts, plus one split unit with tele. 
Tele. 2437269. 8 am -5 pm. 

(ATI-51888-3) 

BEDROOM SET. freezer. TV, 
computer, printer, modem phone, 
telephone answering, guitar, toys 
and miscellaneous household 
items. Tele. 5634322. 

(AT3-51 946-2) 
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pSU\cs 


DOODAI 

CARGO 


MABUHAY 

nuumNes 

Door-to-Door Service 
by Sea and Air 


Contact Baby 

Canada Pry _ . 4847937, 
Street, Tele: 4817708, 
^Shnwnlkh 4837650, 

IT Al-Saqiya" 
for rent 

Villas half villas, and 
Hals with swimming 
pool or without, in ail 
areas of Kuwait. 
2621390/2621391 
Mohammed 
Shihada 


WANTED 

Ladies hair 
cutter for a first 
class salon. 

Good salary. 

TeL 9039309. 


(f Required : 
urgently 

Fire Fighting Engineer 
Fire Fighting 
Technician 
Candidates with S yeafs 1 
experience, transferable 
residence & vafid driving 
licence apply 
Bax619Safdf, 13007, 
Safbt. 


Required 

Video repair 
technician 
Part or full time. 
Attractive salary. 

Call Tel. 2633892, 
2644593 


WANTED 

1. Hanagsr— With 5 
years' Kuwait experience in 
Imports and local sales. 

2. Soles Representative — 

With 5 years' experience in 
local sales of foodstuff and 
novelty items. 

Write to P.O.Box 1190, 
Scdat 13012 Kuwait. 


A male secretary 
Wfh minimum 5 years' 
experience wfth an excellent 
command of English and 
capability of handling self-- 
correspondence plus afl 
office routine works. 
Knowledge of personal 
computer Is an advantage. 
For an interview, 
nliman toli~ 
2420550/2423555. 


WANTED 

For a ConmcHng 
Co. 

Central A/C 
technicians with 

good experience. 

Tel: 2650218 


DINING table and chairs, kitchen 
cabinet Ariston washing/drying 
machine, Indesit cooking range. 
Hitachi AC, Godrej almirah, king- 
size bed and mattress, curtains, 
etc. Tele. Aren, 3262888 ext 2445. 
8am-4pm. 

(AT2-51919-3) 

Cars 

TOYOTA Supra. ’84 model, sun- 
roof, automatic gear and win- 
dows. red, good AC. KDI ,000. 
Tele. Ahmed. 4740351 . 

(AT2-MC-HIS-3) 

CHEVROLET Caprice Classic, 
1985, full options, olive green. 
87.000 kms only, in excellent con- 
dition, KD2.350. cash. Tele. 
Fahad. 5724072 after 8 am. 

(AT3-51 953-2) 


FOR RENT 


Villas, half villas and 
flats with swimming 
pool 

Teh 2401908 -2407677 
2491489-2451476 
FAX 2403260 

The All Real Estate 


DlOORTODOOR 


H 


ATID 
IGAYA 

PHILIPPINES 

s 483-9009 
483-9889 
* FAST-RELIABLE* 




Al Ibrahim 
Taxi 

Tel. 2400013, 
2400014, 2400015 


Faiwoniyo branch 

Tel. 4745600, 
4745900 


ftM’at « Khartar 

-.PAG 

CARGO ANG 
PINAG - USAPAN 
DOOR TO DOOR 
PHILIPPINES 

* 484-4009 ^ 


FORM ARABIA 

DON'T BUY IT RENT ITU 


We can offer attractive rental packages 
on our furniture. 

Cali Pene or Pamela and ask for details 

Tel: 4808009/4808010 

Fax: 4808815 

Showroom: 8 - 12, 5 - 8 

Souk 226, Area 4, Andalus 






-i jlA. 


r.. 


Al-Naaeeb & Khattar Co. W.l.l. 

Avoid excess luggage charges 
Airfreight it! 

484-6009 ^ 



Customer Services Tel. 

4745533 


Oh, No! 

Iam in 
trouble.now! 

I should 
have called 
Alghanim... 

No one does it better. 
The biggest IATA 
Freight agent in Kuwait. 

Xlghanim 

W 

®Sea- Freight 

Packing 

Fahaheel 38Z34B6/8 - Sturq 2460972/3 
Mur gab Z4J 2595/24 J 669) 


Tennis Clinics 

at 

Kuwait International Hotel 

Group lessons will be given in a variety of 
categories: ladies' beginner, beginner, 
intermediate & junior. Enroll now with our 
USFTA & USPTR certified coach, Frank Novak. 

Tel: 2530000 Ext. 8050. 


At AL BABTAIN 


Admiral fil 


10 Years Guarantee 


tor Washer Transmission 



Also available Washing Machine Dryer/ 
Dish Washer/Gas Cooker/Freezer 



Abdul Aziz Saud Al Babtain 

Mishari & Katrish Bldg. Tel: 2411782/2410419 





V1P-N286— 10 

feMpe 1Z9MHZs 

112-SI 

VP— B286-10 

■H 11.9MHZS 

VP-B286- 12A 

156MHZs 

13.7-si 

VP-B286- 16A 

1 ffiil'rJI 





My YL 


FOR FULL DETAILS CALL 

AL-WAZZAN STORE 

« 481 6232,' 4333692 4539749,4*39753 
FAX 4633693 TELEX 23151 — SAHNI 
CANADA DRY STREET SHUWAIKH 



Kuwait, Fahd Al Salem Street, Kuwait Bldg. Mezzanine 
Tel: 2414820-2431469-2433628-2515810 

Polyglot Institute- Kuwait 

is pleased to announce the following new courses: 

First: * English (All levels from beginners till TOEFL) 


Foreign Languages *® e ™ a ? . 

- -■ - - * Arabic for foreigners 


Second: 
Computer Science 


Includes the following: 

* Introduction to Computer Science — Operation system 

* Data Entry (Arablc-Engllsh) — Lotus 321 

* Word Processing (Arablc-Engllsh) — dBase III Plus 

* Programming in BASIC — Fortran 

* Pascal— C 

* AUTOCAD: Symphony 

Third: Typing Includes typing Arablc-Engllsh (Normal-Electrical-Electronic). 

■■ ■ — Working hours from 8.00 am to 12.00 noon and from 4.00 to 8.00 pm. 


MAZDA GLX sport. 1984. 86.000 
kms. grey, in excellent condition. 
KD800, tele. 4884196, after 2 pm. 

(ATI-51917-3) 
NISSAN Sunny, 1986. automatic 
transmission, AC. white. 86,000 
kms, in excellent condition — 
body, machine and engine, 
KDI .300 negotiable. Tele. Samir. 
2433801 off; 3902783 house after 
2 pm. 

(AT-51 898-3) 

MITSUBISHI Lancer. 1986, man- 
ual. 89.000 kms. well-maintained 
with Mulla Garage in perfect con- 
dition. KD800. Tele. 5641 1 93. 

CAT3-51 949-2) 

HONDA Prelude, 1983. 
automatic. AC. brown, in good 
condition, KD735, KD49 per 
month by instalments. Tele. 
2451476. 

(AT2-51915-2) 


TOYOTA Supra. 1983. manual, 
AC. chocolate colour, in very 
good condition, KDI 500, cash. 
Tele. 5641578, after 3 pm only. 

CAT3-51 939-2) 

PONTIAC 6000 LE. 1982. in 
excellent condition, with many 
new parts,* KDI, 200. Tele. 
5730064. 

(AT2-51 928-3) 

SITUATIONS 

Vacant 

MAID required for a family. Tele. 
5728313.5717263. 

CAT2-51 894-6) 

MAID required. Sri Lankan, for a 
European family with 2 children, 
to live-in Tele. 2406200. 8 - 1 0 am. 

(ATI-51904-3) 


Wanted 


SERVICES 


SRI LANKAN and Filipino maids 
looking for job. Tele. 5717263. 
5728313. 

(AT6-5 1894-6) 

INDIAN, qualified accountant 
with Master's degree in accounts, 
8 years' experience as financial 
accountant in Kuwait, and 
knowledge of computers, looking 
fora suitable job in accounts. Tele. 
Ravindran. 5747287. 

(ATI -51 908-3) 
INDIAN, qualified secretary with 
12 years C7 years in Bahrain) 
experience with knowledge of 
import/export procedures. L/C. 
self-correspondence, telex, typ- 
ing and word processor, looking 
for a suitable job. Tele. Thomas. 
3714752. 

(AT3-51 940-3) 


Transport 


REQUIRED for a lady from Far- 
waniya (behind Holiday Inn) to 
Hawalli.8am- 1 pm, 4- 7 pm. Tele. 
MrLobo.4745533.8am-1 pm.3- 
6 pm. 

(ATI-51916-3) 
REQUIRED from Fintas to Salwa. 
Carmel School, at 7.15 am and 
back at 12.30 pm. Tele. Mario. 
3625395/8 or 3625402/7. 7 am - 
12noonand1-4pm. 

(AT3-51929-3) 


WANTED 


WANTED Toyota of any make 
model 1985 and onwards. Tele 
5611501, 5- 9 pm. 

(AT3-5 1932-3) 
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SPORTS 


Garrison and Mayotte eliminated 


Capriati stuns Sukova again 



Becker: struggled past Santoro 


KEY BISCAYNE, Fla., March 
18, (Reuter): American teenager 
Jennifer Capriati upset sixth- 
seeded Helena Sukova of Cze- 
choslovakia 6-2 6-3 for the 
second consecutive week to 
advance to the third round of the 
$2.55 million International 
Players Tennis Championships 
yesterday. . ^ . 

Second-seeded Zina Garrison 
of the United States was upset by 
Julie Halard ofFrance2-6 6-3 6-4 
and men's second seed Boris 
Becker of West Germany strug- 
gled before defeating qualifier 
Fabrice Santoro of France 6-3 5- 
7 6-2 in his second-round match 
of the 96-player tournament. 

Top-seeds and defending 
champions Ivan Lendl of Cze- 
choslovakia and Gabriela 
Sa ba tini were both winners. 

Lendl struggled but defeated 
Jens Woehrmann of West Ger- 
many 6-7 (3-7) 6-2 6-1. Sabatini 
had fewer problems bearing San- 
dra Wassenn an of Belgium 6-36- 

4. 

Fifth-seeded Conchita Mar- 
tinez of Spain outlasted South 
African Dinky van Rensburg 3-6 
7-6 (9-7) 7-6 (7-4) in a three-hour 
and five-minute marathon 
played almost entirely from the 


baseline. 

Sixth-seeded Aaron Kiick- 
stein was upset by Jakob Hlasek 
of Switzerland IhS 7-6 (8-6) 6-3, 
while eighth-seeded Tim 
Mayotte fell easily to Soviet 
Alexander Volkov 6-1 6-4 in 
other second round matches. 

Capriati, who reached the fin- 
als of her first professional tour- 
nament in Boca Raton, Florida, 
last weekby beating Sukova, said 
that she was more confident and 
more cautious this week for that 


very reason. 

“Today, I knew what to 
expect, but she also knew how to 
play me this rime so I knew I had 
to play better. I think I played 
very well today. I wasn’t really 
expecting to win either rime, but 
I'm really happy I did," Capriati 
said. 

Capriati took advantage of 
very erratic tennis from Sukova 
as well as nine double-faults, 
including three in one game, 
from Sukova's normally reliable 
serve. 

Sukova pounded her heavy 
topspin groundstrokes and 
opened the match with a 2-0 lead 
before Capriati's groundstrokes 
caught fire and bewildered Suk- 
ova by repeatedly hitring the 


liD Sukova. 10th in the world, was 
bewildered by her play andhad 
no explanation for her penor- 
manw w trafn s t the teenager. 

“I didn’t expect to play this 
badly. I felt I knew what to do, 
but when you can’t hit the ball in 
the court, that doesn't mean any- 
thing,” Sukova said. 

Garrison, fourth in the world, 
played two loose forehands and 
dropped her serve at 4-4 in the 
final set against Halard, who 
kept Garrison away from the net 
most of the match. 

Halard, 74th in the world, held 

her serve inthe 10 th game todose 

out the match by waiting for 
Garrison to force the point and 
malcp an error, as she did the 
entire match. 

Other winners included the 
third-seeds Stefan Ed berg of 
Sweden arid Monica Seles of 
Yugoslavia and fourth-seeded 
Manuela Maleeva of Bulgaria. 

Becker, who asked for a spot in 
the tournament just three days 
before it began, squandered a 
match point at 5-4 in the second 
set when he netted a backhand. 

The 165th-ranked Santoro 
could not contain second-ranked 
Becker’s serve in the third set . 


McAuley 

outpoints 

American 


Lohaus takes Bucks past Knicks 


BELFAST. Northern Ireland, 
March 1 8, (AP): Dave McAuley, 
scoring almost at will, retained 
his International Boxing Federa- 
tion flyweight title yesterday 
with a unanimous decision over 
Louis Curtis of the US. 

On St Patrick’s night, the 28- 
year-old Irish champ received a 
rapturous welcome from the 
7,000 crowd at Belfast’s King's 
Hall and responded by outclass- 
ing his opponent from the open- 
ing bell. 

It was McAuley’s first fight at 
home since winning the title last 
summer. 

Using his superior height and 
reach, he was in control through- 
out, switching punches from 
head to body. 

The nearest McAuley came to 
knocking out Curtis was in the 
third round when a left hook to 
the body wobbled the challenger. 
But Curtis managed to hold on 
and was saved by the bell. 

The three judges made 
McAuley an easy winner. West 
Germany’s William Gerber gave 
the champion every one of the 12 
rounds, scoring the fight 120- 

108. American Milton Greene’s 
card had it 119-108 and Ray 
Francis of Britain scored it 1 18- 

109. 

McAuley paid tribute to the 
determination of 32-year-old 
Curtis, who hadn’t fought for 15 
months. 

“I caught him with some good 
left hooks and body shots but he 
was still there.” the Irishman 
said. “You have to hand it to the 
guy. He took a lot of hard shots. 
He was a lot stronger than we 
anticipated.” 

Curtis came forward for most 
of the early rounds searching for 
a target. He couldn't find any 
range, however, and constantly 
walked into the champion’s pun- 
ches. 

“We thought he would run but 
he came to fight," said McAuley, 
whose record improved to 18 
wins and two losses after his fifth 
world title fight “He did a good 
job and 1 take my hat off to him. 
A lot of fighters crumble under 
less pressure.” 


NEW YORK, March 18, (AP): 
Brad Lohaus led seven Mil- 
waukee players in double figures 
with a season-high 23 points as 
the problem-plagued Bucks 
defeated the struggling New 
York Knicks 123-1 1 1 last night 

The loss was the filth in the last 
seven home games for the 
Knicks, who started the season 
by winning 22 of i heir first 24 
games at Madison Square Gar- 
den. 

Lohaus, who also had 14 
rebounds, was starting in place of 
Jack Sikma, on the injured list 
with Sciatica. The Bucks also 
were missing leading scorer 
Ricky Pierce because of strep 


throat and starter Greg Ander- 
son because of an injured left leg. 

Patrick Ewing bad 37 points 
for the Knicks, matching a team 
record with 24 consecutive 
games scoring 20 or more. Ber- 
nard King had 24 straight 20- 
point games in 1985. 

Hawks 119, Bullets 92 

Kenny Smith had 22 points 
and Dominique Wilkins 17 to 
lead seven double-figure scorers 
for Atlanta. 

Atlanta, which has won two in 
a row after dropping four 
straight, led by as many as 28 
points in the second quarter, and 
had 65-43 halftime lead. The 
Hawks were ahead by as many as 
30 in the second half. 


Atlanta got 16 points from 
Alexander Volkov and 1 1 from 
battle and Kevin Willis. Leving- 
ston and Doc Rivers each had 1 0. 

Jeff Malone led the Bullets 
with 19 points. 

Cavaliers 118, Pacers 102 

Guards Mark Price and Craig 
Ehlo sank 12 of their 1 6 first-half 
shots, ind ucting three 3-pointers. 

The Cavaliers have won. four 
straight since losing six in a row 
on a West Coast road trip. They 
still trial the Pacers by one game 
in a three-way battle for the final 
two playoff spots in the Eastern 
Conference. Atlanta has a half- 
game lead over Indiana. 

The Pacers have lost five 
straight, matching their worst 


slump of the season. 

Price scored 17 of his 26 points 
in the first half and Ehl o had 15 of 
his 22, helping Cleveland to a 65- 
50 halftime lead- 

The Cavaliers co mmi tted just 
one turnover in the half while 
forcing 10 by the Pacers that led 
to 22 points. 

Reggie Miller led Indiana with 
30 points. 


Results 


Atlanta 

Milwaukee 

Cleveland 

LALafcei? 

Chicago 

San Antonio 

Sacramento 


119 Washington 
122 New York 
118 Indiana. 

10! Minnesota 
||4 Philadelphia 
ill Miami 
122 Utah 


Zhao wins All-England title 


GOLF 


LONDON. March 1 8. (UPI): China's Zhao Jian- 
hua took just 22 minutes to dispatch Indonesian 
Joko Suprianto 1S4. 1 5- 1 yesterday for the 
$10,250 winner's prize in a one-sided men’s singles 
final at the All-England Badminton Champion- 
ships. 

Zhao came offa defeat in the Swedish Open two 
weeks ago to capture his second All-England title 
— he brat Morten Frost of Denmark in 1985. 

Even so the manner of victory was surprisingly 
easy as Zha o raced to a 4-0 lead off his third serve 
hitting two cross court smashes to Supriauto's 
hackhand and one to his forehand before his 
opponent got on the scoreboard. 

Zhao dominated a series of short sharp rallies 
using his smash well and deceiving Suprianto with 
disguised drop shots to reach 1 1 -T and completed 
the set two services later. 

Suprianto, who had defeated second-seeded 
Malaysian Foo Kok Keoag in the quarterfinals 
and Indonesian compatriot Eddy Kurniawan in 
the semis, was never able to mount a serious 
challenge. 

Zhao demonstrated his full range of shots to 
stretch a 3-0 lead to 13-0 in the second set. 
Suprianto held his progress up briefly before he 
dinked a return into the net for match point and 
Zhao hammered the championship winning 
smash down the centre. 

It was the fourth time Suprianto and Zhao, 
joint fifth seeds here, had met and the Wembley 
result evened the score at 2-2. 

Zhao was surprised at the ease of his win. 

“We usually nave tough controlled games,” he 
said. “This time Joko did not play so well. 

fki’nL T I f»1 lln f Tir^f! t/t/ioil 


“I am not consistent enough now,” he said, 
adding that winning a major championship could 
only add to his confidence. 

Top-seeded Indonesian Susi Susanti had few 
problems winning the women's singles, defe at ing 
China’s Huang Hua, the second seed, 12-11,11-1. 

The victory was doubly sweet for the 19-year- 
old university student as she was runner up last 
year and had just seen her compatriot Suprianti 
humbled in the men’s final. 

Susanti playing defensively against the attack- 


Filipino beats 
compatriot 
in playoff 


minded Hua, quickly readied 6-0 in the first set, 
but was clawed back to 6-5 and continued to hand 


Hua points on uncharacteristic errors as the first 
set deadlocked at IQ-10. 

The Indonesian managed to pull herself 


“I dont't think I played particularly well today, 
although it looked excellent because he did not 


play well.” 

Zhao thought he was playing better in 1985 
when he defeated Frost to capture the crown for 
the first time. 


more confident, stretched out a 1 (h) lead at the 
start of the second. 

After that she just had to wait for winning 
chances and when it came she put a cross-court 
backhand out of Hua’s reach to clinch the $6,500 
winner's cheque. 

“After 10-5, 1 became too careful with my shots 
and made mistakes,” Susanti said. “But [ was 
surprised the second set was so easy.” 

Susanti changed her tactics for the second. 
“Having won the first, 1 felt I could make more 
attacks.” said the former world junior champion. 
“1 went into the game intending not to make 
mistakes against Hua who is a more attacking 
player than Zhou Lee (her Chinese opponent in 

the s emifinals . 

“My next target is the World Championship,” 
sheaddeJ. 

Indonesian team manager Leo Wiranata said of 
the champion: 

“Indonesia has a very young team which we 


have been building for four years. It will be at its 
peak for the 1992 Olympics.” 


Chavez stops Taylor to retain title 


SINGAPORE, March 18, 
(Reuter): Antonio Fernando of 
the Philippines pulled offhis first 
I significant golf victory when be 
I took the Singapore Open after a 
sudden-death playoff against 
compatriot Frankie Minoza 
today. 

Fernando forced the playoff 
with a 12-foot eagle putt that 
brought him level with Minoza 
on a total of 273 after the regula- 
tion 72 holes. 

He then collected the first prize 
of $50,000 when Minoza had a 
double bogey at the par-three 
. second hole of their playoff. 

Fernando, who hit the edge of 
the green with his drive and two- 
• putted for a par, said: “This is my 
first year in the Aaan golf circuit 
and my first big win.” 

Two missed 10-foot birdie 
putts on the last bole of regula- 
tion play and on the first hole of 
the playoff cost Minoza the title. 
He won $34,000. 

Final leading scores: 273 
Antonio Fernando. (Philippines) 

66 71 67 69, Frankie Minoza 
(Philippines) 70 65 72 66 (Fer- 
nando won at second hole of 
playoff); 274 Choi Sang-Ho 
(South Korea) 66 68 71 69; 276 
Jack Kay (Canada) 71 66 67 72, 
Park Nam-Sin (South Korea) 69 
6668 73; 277 John Morse (US)71 

67 70 69, Kuo Chie Hsiung 
(Taiwan) 68 66 69 74, Stewart 
Ginn (Australia) 69 69 66 73. 


LAS VEGAS, March 18, 
(Reuter): Mexico’s Julio Cesar 
Chavez overcame a relentless 
attack by American Meldrick 
Taylor to score a controversial 
victory when the referee stopped 
their fight at two minutes and 58 
seconds of the last round last 
night. 

Chavez, 27, boosted his 
remarkable record to 69-0. He 
retained his World Boxing 
Council super lightweight cham- 


pionship and took Taylor’s 
International Boxing Federa don 
title with his last-minute flurry of 
punches which dropped Taylor 
to the canvas with less than 10 
seconds left in the scheduled 12- 
round fight- 

Chavez was behind on two of 
the three judges’ scorecards and 
appeared to be headed for the 
first loss of his 10-year career. 

Taylor, 23, consistently beat 
Chavez to tire punch throughout 
much of the fight, landing con- 



Chavez (right) swings at Taylor. (Reuter wlrephoto). 


siderably more punches. Taylor 
also copied the champion’s usual 


also copied the champion’s usual 
style by counterpunching with 
great effectiveness. 

Taylor, a bloodied but 
extremely aggressive fighter 
throughout the fight, dropped to 
24-1-1 with the loss. 


Taylor, bleeding from the 
mouth, nose and left cheek, ham- 
mered away at Chavez early in 
the 12th round. But the 
American got caught with a 
series of jarring combmations in 
the comer. 

The final Chavez flurry seat 
Taylor to the canvas with less 
than 10 seconds remaining. 
Taylor was up at about the count 
of seven, but referee Richard 
Steele stopped the fight. Steele 
later said Taylor bad not respon- 


ded when asked ifhe was all right. 

Steel’s decision to stop the 
fight with two seconds left in the 
round sent a roar through the 
largely pro-Chavez crowd and 
sent Taylor’s trainer Lou Duva 
into a rage. . 

“There’s no way in hell he 
should have stopped this fight.” 
Taylor said afterward. 

If Taylor had weathered the 
final two seconds, the judges 
cards would later have given the 
fight to the American on a split 


decision. 

Judge Jerry Roth scored the 
fight 108-101 and Dave Moretti 
had it 107-102 in favour of 
Taylor. Judge Chuck Giampa 
scored the bout 105-104 in 
favour of Chavez. All three jud- 
ges are American. 

“It was a bad call," Duva said 
after the fight. “I think he (Steele) 
screwed up. In a fight of this 
magnitude, you have to let him 

go.” 

“I thought that we won the 
fight. The referee took the fight 
away from us. Cesar Chavez is a 
great champion, but Meldrick 
TaylorwiQ beat trim the next time 
out,” said Duva, who also trains 
heavyweight contender Evander 
Holyfield. 

“We looked at the tape four 
times. He got knocked down but 
he got up at the count of five. 
Nothing was ever wrong with 
him out there.” 

Taylor was taken to hospital 
suffering from dehydration and 
cuts. 

Chavez was asked where he 
thought he stood entering the 
final round. 

“I was feeling that the fight 
was even,” Chavez said. “I 
thought I was going to win ” 


ARAB TIMES, MONDAY, 
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Stemlager (right) and NCB at the start ot me race.\neu 
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PUNT A DEL ESTE, Uruguay, 
March 18, (AP): Led by RSher 
and Paykel of New Zealand and 
Rothmans ofBritain, a fleet of22 
yachts set saO yesterday on the'- 
fifth and next-to-Iast leg of the 
Whitbread Round the World 
ocean race. 

The New Zealand maxi yacht 
Stemiagpr EL. winner of the first 
four legs and holder of a more 
than one day overall lead in the 
33,000-nantaral-mile(53,80B-kil- 
ometre) face was well back in 
eight place as the vessels sailed 
out of this South Atlantic resent 
In 9-knot southeasterly winds. 

Fisher and Paykel. in third 
place overall, and fourth-place 
Ro thmans quickly moved ahead 
of the rest of the fleet and, neck-, 
and-neck, headed north for Fort 
Lauderdale. Florida, 5,475 miles 
(8,760 kilometres) away. . 

Trailing the leaders was For- 
tuna of Spain only seconds ahead 
of Merit of Switzerland, in 
second place overall. They were 
followed by a duster of yachts, 
including The Card of Sweden, 
Satquote Defender of Britain, 
UBF of Finland, and Steiniager. 

Approximately 2,000 spec- 
tators cheered and waved from 
the docks as a cannon blast 
marked the start at noon 
(1500GMT) on a cloudy and 
humid day. 

Dozens of small craft, indud-. 
ing one with Uruguayan 
President Luis Lacalle and race 
officials aboard, escorted' the 1 "' 
yachts as they manoeuvred into a 
starting position. Several hun- 
dred tourists watched from the 
decks of the liner Stella Solaris. 

The crew of the Irish yacht 
NCB painted their feces green in 
honour of St Patrick, but the 
loudest cheers were reserved for 
Maiden of Great Britian, with a 
16- woman crew. 



yet lerarvtew oi u iwyauHL^cja-.ir icy wcywi m .• ' - 

;■ . .. (Be^Ywrophd^ -V 

Race organizers estimated - inile (6,1359-kfloinetre) fihaL^egil 
" that wdathfer cdtifttionff'ttii tlfe 

voyage to Fort Lauderdafe wfll "■ where fer^ ^gaff - 

be less dramatic than the gales: . tenther." ; ; 
and iceberges the racers faced on The firstieg fpok tlur^ 

earlier legs in the South Atlantic fromSonthangara r 


earlier legs in the South Atlantic __ _ - T . 

and South Pacific- -> Este, the- ^ 

The firstyachts are expected to . -- arounfl/A fitefr tor.Treman^e, - 
reach Florida begnming about AustraKa.TFroni there they ract^* 

April 1 3 . Following aaright-day . to Audcfepd, New Zealand^ amr- 

■ ■ . .*■ J - iI>a . a UAfn fA. 


layover for rest and repairs, the then back around Cape Hom, to> 

vessels wiU depart pn fee 3,837 
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TUCSON, Arix., March 18, (Reuter): Colleen Walker shot a seven- 
under-par 65 fora five-stroke lead after the third round of the $300,00(1 
Tucson Open women’s golf tournament yesterday i‘ 


Japan’s Ayako Okamoto posted a 71 for the day, putting her one 
stroke off the pace at 209 total going into the final round today. 
Americans Heather Drew and Betsy Kmg are tied at 21 0. 

Walker began the round two stroke behind Nancy Rubin, who 
slipped to seven strokes off the lead with a 74 yesterday. .. 

“I played really solidly all day,” Walker said. “T onfy missed one 
green day all day and that was the 17th where 1 holed a 35-foot putt to 
save par. I heard tweet, tweet, birdie, birdie all day.” 

■ Midway leader Jose-Maria Canizares soared to a 78 in the third 
round of the Tenerife Open Goff Championship yesterday and blamed 
his loss of form on the expulsion of fellow Spaniard Jose-Maria 
Olazabal. 

Canizares finishe d three off the pace and said: “I didn’t fed like 
playing because of Olazabal’s disqualification. 

“I think there are some absurd rules in the professional game that the 
PGA should change.” " • 

Title favourite and defending champion Olazabal was thrown out of 
the tournament on Friday after admitting be signed fora wrong score. 


Saxby and 
Bubka set 
world bests 


Ireland’s Christy O’Connor Jr 


Britons Steven Bottoxniey and 

Tony Chamley shared first place with five-under-par totals of21 1 . 

O’Connor’s eagle at the third set him up for a round of 66, a score 
soon matched by Cbarnley, who holed a succession of putts from 

, . . - .. • - • ■ .i _ e i_: « 


around 20 feeL Bottomley joined them with a five-birdie 67. 

Canizares was level par for the first nine holes but took a triple bogey 
eight at the 10th then lost his way completely, carding three more 
bogeys. 


BRISBANE, 1 . Australia; 
March 18, (Reuter):' Aus- 
tralia’s Kerry Saxby, who is 
suffering, from a- feg injury, 
improved her own threoJcm 
walk world best by moretban 
seven seconds today when she 
clocked 12 nuntites 6-42' 
seconds in a track race here. : 
The time was wefl inside the; 
previous mark of 12: 13.75 she 
set in Sydney; in February.; 
1989 despite poor competi-- 
tion from the rest of the field. 
She beat- second-placed Jaqrl 
tien Saltet fay almost two min-; 
utes. • ’••■'b.S'; 

Saxby, the Commonwealth 
10- km road race champion* 
said after the race ihaL hek- 
training had been hindered by 
a hamstring and thigtt 
problem that she estimated i 
had reduced the power of her 
right leg by 30 percent 
Tm having to. do a lotOf 
exercises and work with it but 



it’s coming good,” she said. 
“It’s not so much oft la 
problem now that *we know 
what’s wrong.” •*'• f \v 

■ And in Moscow, Sergei 
Bubka of the Soviet Union 
bettered his own indoor, pole 1 
vault world record, yesterday. 

when hedeared6.Q5metresat ■; 
an international cbmpetitkm 
in Donetsk. 

Olympic champion Bubka 
set the prcvjoiisrcco rd of 6.03 . 
in Osaka, Japan, in Febrnaxy < 
1989.- ' ’ - . 

■ - • ' • • -v’s.y:* 


W. German squad 


BONN, March 18,(UPI)rI>e 
ding champion West Germ* 
weakened oythe^absenceoT : 
player Boris Becker,, yester 
named Carl-Uwe Steeb; 1 
Jefen, : Michael Sfich ahd T j 
Woehrmann for the ftavis j 


their quarterfiiraf matbh 
Buenos Aires. •.! ; 7H 


Former champion 


Former world heavyweight champion Mohammed Alt (left) kisses afittle boy in the lobby of hotel yesterday. 

All is in Jakarta for a promotional boxing match. (Reuter wirephoto). 


his lineup after Bedkes^annoan- 
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SPORTS 


EDINBURGH, March 18, 
(Reuter): A triumphant Scotland 
/ travel to world champions 
New Zealand this year as 
. Enrope’s rugby union standard- 
bearers after their stirring 13-7 
r , win over England at Murrayfield 
yesterday. 

- - No Five nations match had 
ever had as much at stake as 

- yesterday’s dash. 

; - The sides were playing not 
only for the championship but 
also the Grand Slam, the Triple 
Crown and the Calcutta Cup. 

. And, against the odds, it was 
the Scots who proved the better 
side to the understandable 
jubilation of both players and 
supporters. 

Flyhalf Craig Chalmers, who 
kicked three vital first half penal- 
ties, moke for his team ma te s 
when he said: “There were some 
people, especially in the south, 
who had written us off before the 
match had even started.” 

His comments were echoed by 
coach lan McGeechan. 

“1 think the people who had 
built England up will have to give 
us at least a little credit now,” he 
sajd. 

Captain David Sole, reaching 
for the sportsman's book of cli- 
ches, added: “The lads were up to 
the challenge, every single one of 
them.” 

For once the stock phrase of 
every successful captain and 
manager was apt 

Expected 

Scotland's success was a true 
team effort in which every player 
made an. important contribu- 
tion. .. 

. The front five were expected to 
capitulate sooner or later to the 
fearsome England pack and | 
locks Chris Gray and Damian 
Cronin were given little chance in 
the lineoiit 

In the event, the scrum . held 
firm and Gray and Cronin more 
than held their own against their 
towering England opponents 
Wade Dooley and Paul Ackford- 
Whatever Gavin Hastings, 
who has had a low-key cham- 
pionship by his own high stan- 
~dards« setup the try which •effec- - 
lively killed England's chances 
two minutes after the interval. 

Hastings gathered a. pass 
brilliantly one-handed, made 
ground on the right then put in 
the perfect centre kick for Tony 
- Stanger to grab the ball high 
above his head and score. 

“It was a beautiful kick ahead 

- I was just lucky to be able to 
latch on to it,” Stanger said 
modestly. 

Then as England made a series 
of desperate forays late in the 
match it was Hastings' brother 
Scot whose ankle tapped Rory 
Underwood as the flying. 
England, winger appeared to be 
in the dear. 

A bitterly disappointed 
England captain Will Carling 
conceded: "They beat us fair and 
square. They were sharper.” 
Jeremy Guscott’s 1 Sth-minute 
tty — England's first at 
Murrayfield since they last won 
the Grand Slam 10 years ago — 
was a vivid reminder of the speed 
and sheer class of the En glan d 
backhne. 

But it may have done a dis- 
service to England who seemed 
so intent on winning with style 
that they forgot some of the 
game’s bask tenets. 

At least twice in the first half 
they were given penalties wefl 
within Simon Hodgkinson’s 
range. 

Opted 

Six points then would have 
given England the lead but ins- 
tead they opted to run the ball 
and both times they were thwar- 
ted by sturdy Scots defence. 

England also had their heroes, 
in particular fly half Rob Andrew 
whose line lacking was one of the 
features of the match. 

However, they have learned a 
bitter lesson here after their 
demolition jobs on France and 
Wales and the verdict must 
remain open on just how good 
the curr ent side is. . 

Scotland wdl name their squad 


on Tuesday for the New Zealand 
Visit and McGeechan said the 
tour would continue his side s 
learning process. 

“They are the best and we ve 
got to keep on building for the 

199! World Cup," he sakL 

: After the match ended the 
Scots play^sgave ye] lanother 
rendition of Slower of Scotland 
as they celebrated in the dresang 
room. 

Lamour triumphs 

NEW YORK, March 18, 

Olympic .dampion Jean-Francois 

Lamour of France 

scare to advance to the finals oftne 

New York International SabreTour- 

nament yesterday. . 

Lamour overcame a ^ 

bout 5-4, 5-0 and advance to today’s 
round of 64. 
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Alexander Wurz. youngest competitor, with Emad Habib. 


Uoyd with his trophy. 


The Caledonian Pipers. (Photos by Khalil Gabr) 


Wilkes wins Middle East Kart Championship 


Kuwait’s Lloyd takes third place 


MIKE WILKES from Dubai 
won the Middle East Kart Cham- 
pionship, hosted by Kuwait at the 
Ahmadi Kart Track on Friday. 
Patrick Walsh, from the UK, took 
second place while Kuwait’s 
Simon Lloyd was third. 

The championship, which was 
sponsored by the Mahdi Habib 
Commercial Establishment, Aus- 
trian Airlines and British Airlines, 
was held over two days with the 
preliminaries on Thursday and 
the race proper on Friday. 

The championship was 
preceded by a hectic week of over- 
coming problems with the 
clearance of karts from customs 
upon arrival in Kuwait and the 
result of the championship 
proved an even greater feat in 
view of the Dubai drivers only 
having their karts released follow- 
ing clearance shortly before mid- 
day on the day prior to the race: 

Austrian driver Alexander 
Wurz, who at 16 years of age was 
the youngest competitor in the 
championships had arrived in 
Kuwait on Monday, and had 
secured, with the hdpof one ofhis 
sponsors, Austrian Airlines, swift 
release of his kart thus enabling 
immediate practice at Ahmadi. 
The United Kingdom driver 
Patrick Walsh arrived one day 
later on Tuesday, and again with 
considerable help from British 
Airways, was able to dear his kart 
for early practice.. Patrick is, in 
karting circles, a well known 
member of the John Mills Racing 
Stable. Patrick was assisted by 
John's son, Mike Mills who won 
the championship at Ahmadi in 
1988.- .-and whose inside 
knowledge of the circuit was no 
doubt ofinvaluable assistance to 
his driver. 

The meeting started with the 
first heat with David Haines 
representing Kuwait in No. 2 kart 
in the pole position and Rudi 
Joustra in kart No. 4 from Dubai 
in antipole. There was excitement 
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All the drivers in action in the last final. 


immediately after the start when 
Patrick Walsh in No. 20came into 
contact with Alexander Wurz in 
No. 23 and kart numbers 13,11.9 
and 77 all became entangled in 
what looked like a battlefield all- 
owing Kuwait's Ray Washer in 
kart No. 10 to slip through into 
fourth place. All karts managed 
to restart except No. 13. Kuwait 
driver Peter Wakefy. whose kart 
was damaged. David Haines, who 
missed the melee at the start led all 
the way from Rudi Jousta and his 
fellow Dubai driver Mike Wilkes, 
despite a spirited drive by Patrick 
Walsh. Casualties were the karts 
of Kieran Dick and James Longer 
who failed to start and John 
Ogilvie who made an unplanned 
exit to the pits when his brakes 
failed on the straight. 

In heat 2 again the karts of 
Longer and Dick could not com- 
plete the warm up laps and David 
Wheeler in Kuwait kart No. 15 
seized his engine and retired on 
the 1st lap. The battle was on for 
the lead between Kuwait's Simon 
Lloyd in kart No. 1 and Patrick 
Walsh in No. 20 until the 5th lap 
when both karts came into con- 
tact on the banked bend and 


Lloyd spun off. The order then 
changed to Walsh, Wilkes and 
another Dubai driver, Saeed Hus- 
sain which remained the finishing 
order. Kuwait drivers Baha Aid in 
No. 22. Tom Colclough in No. 16 
and Tom Bollig in No. 1 1 had a 
fine race finishing in 4th 5th and 
6th place respectively. 

In heat 3, the race started with 
Haines, Lloyd and Hussain in the 
first three places and despite hard 
pressure from Wurz, again was 
the finishing order. Joustra snat- 
ched 3rd from Hussain only to be 
retaken before the line. 

In the interval before the finals, 
the crowd of spectators that had 
grown to well over a thousand, 
were entertained by the stirring 
Scottish bagpipe music of the 
Caledonian Pipers in their 
national dress. 

’ The Opportunity was also (akeh 
by the drivers to change the 
engines and make alterations or 
repairs to their karts before they 
went back to the grid. Unlike the 
beats, all the remaining 20 karts 
had to be on the track at the same 
time and the competition was 
obviously going to lx fierce. 

The first final started with 


Haines on pole and Lloyd on 
antipole. Haines again led the 
field ail the way despite pressure 
from Wilkes, Lloyd and Walsh 
with 2nd 3rd and 4th places chan- 
ging hands three times in the first 
four laps. Langer and fellow 
novice driver Mike Rees of 
Kuwait were early retirements 
with mechanical problems and 
Bollig caused some uneasy 
moments when his throttle jam- 
med open and he left the track 
airborne, fortunately he escaped 
with only bruises. 

The final No. 2 saw Lloyd and 
Haines again in pole and antipole 
with Bollig. Dick and Wheeler as 
non starters. The battle 

immediately commenced between 
Haines and Walsh with Joustra in 
third, and a midfield tussle bet- 
ween Baha Aid. Niel Gardiner 
and Peter Wakely soon 

developed. 

In the 6th lap Haines and Walsh 
made contact on the bottom bend 
which threw Haines into the air 
and caused the race to be stopped. 
Haines suffered a broken foot in 
the accident and was forced to 
retire. A great disappointment for 
David after an excellent day’s rec- 


The race was restarted with 
Wilkes taking an early lead only 
to lose it to Walsh in the 2nd lap, 
Joustra in 3rd was being pressed 
hard by Hussain and Lloyd. 
Lloyd took 3rd in the 7th lap and 
during the 8th lap a mistake by 
Walsh at clubhouse bend allowed 
Wilkes through to first, Walsh 
tried to retake but spun allowing 
Lloyd through to take second 
with Hussain third. 

Another anxious moment 
when Tom Colclough hit the tyre 
barrier coming out of the banked 
bend, but fortunately again only 
bruises. 

Final No. 3 saw Wurz in kart 
No. 23 make a poor start and the 
lead was taken by Wilkes closely 
followed by Walsh, who passed 
Wilkes at the clubhouse on the 
2nd lap and Joustra was forced to 
relinquish his 3rd place to Lloyd 
in the 4th lap. Ogilvie in Kuwait 
kart No. 77 drove superbly to take 
a 4lh place in his first race meeting 
in 5 years. 

At the end of the third final, the 
Caledonian Pipers again enter- 
tained the spectators while the 
drivers prepared themselves for 



The Dubai squad which won the team event 


the international team event. 
Teams were entered for Dubai 
Kart Gub, Mahdi Habib, Mes- 
silah Beach Hotel and Kuwait ‘C* 
team. 

The drama started on the 
warm-up lap when Walsh lost a 
wheel but managed to repair it 
and rejoin the race which was 
comfortably won by .Dubai 
because Ogilvie was unceremon- 
iously shunted off at the hairpin 
byWakeley. 

Trophies for the Middle East 
Kart Championship and the 
international team event were 
presented by KOC general 
superintendent of admin. & com- 
munity services, Mohammed 
Saleh and Emad Mahdi Habib. 

The day ended with a ladies 
race as the sun went down. Eight 
ladies got off to a great start with 
Sandra Gardiner taking an early 


lead from Edith Kashkoush and 
Gilly Colclough. The lead 
developed into a spirited scrap 
between Gardiner and Kashk- 
oush who both took turns at the 
front, but the flag was taken in 
superb style by Gardiner with 
Kashkoush second and Col- 
dough third. 

Anma di Kart Racing Commit- 
tee wish to express their t hanks to 
KOC, Mahdi Habib Commercial 
Est, British Airways and Austrian 
Airways, who all assisted in mak- 
ing the event possible. 

KTV 2, who were present 
throughout the day, will be show- 
ing highlights of the racing on the 
“Weekend” programme next 
Friday and video recordings of 
the racing compiled by the 
Kuwait Players video unit can be 
obtained through David Burfoot 
on 5732956. 
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Patrick Walsh 


Haines receives treatment. 


Drivers at the start point. 


An action shot of the race. 


Unemployed gambler blackmailing Yankees owner Boca Juniors win 


ner gives him an additional SI 10,000 and a job 
al his American Shipbuilding Co. in Tampa, 
Florida. 

Steinbrenner, in turn, has accused Spira of 
“extortion in its purest form” and Spira is under 
investigation by the FBI, which raided the 
Brbnx, New York, apartment where he lives 
and seized tapes, legal documents and other 
records. 

“If it was stupidity on my part, then it was.” 
the News quoted Steinbrenner as saying in an 
interview yesterday. “But 1 honest to God felt 
that I could help this young man to get his life 
straight ” 

The DdSy News said it listened to the tapes 
and quoted Steinbrenner as telling Spira in a 


NEW YORK, March 18. (AP): New York 
Yankees owner George Steinbrenner is being 
blackmailed by an unemployed gambler who 
was involved in his legal battle with outfielder 
Dave Winfield and .to whom he pad $40,000, 
according to the New York DaSy News. 

In Sunday's editions, the News said Stein- 
brenner admitted paying the money oo Jan 8, to 
Howard Spira. Spira gave Steinbrenner infor- 
mation to use in his suit against Winfield, but 
Steinbrenner said that was qot the reason for the 
'payoff. 

The paper said Spira signed an agreement 
pro mising never to disclose the payoff but has 
threatened to make it public, along with their 
tape-recorded conversations, unless Stein bren- 
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World Cup overall skiing champions 


March 2 phone call: 

“I offered you some money. You said, ‘no, 
George, just give me this much more, just give 
me a little more, give me 40.* All right I went 
against everybody's advice, 1 gave you the 40 to 
try and help you and they said, they told me: 
'Sure as bell, he'll be back trying to get more out 
of you.' And damned ifyou didn't. 

“And then they comem and they tell me, ‘hey, 
he's saying he’s going to take the tapes and he's 
going to the papers, and he's gonna do this and 
he's gonna do that.* 1 said, 'he can't do that. I 
gave nim money to help him. And I'm not going 
to give him any mroe.” 

Spira, on the other hand, says Stembrenner 
“promised me the world — a job in Tampa, 


money, room and board, anything I wanted — 
to help bring down Dave.” 

Stembrenner denied promising Spira any- 
thing, telling the news: “1 did it (paid Spira) 
because I cared about this guy, who m my 
opinion wasa lost human being whocried about 
his parents, having used all of their money, who 
cried about the gamblers ... the reason I did it 
was absolutely out of the goodness of my heart, 
no other reason. I said, 'Howard, go and try to 
start your life over.’ 

“f did it against the advice of mv people. I was 
wrong-Tbey were right. That's all I can teD you. 
I look stupid for trusting a young guy, for trying 
to help a young guy.” 
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MIAMI, March 18, (Reuter): 
Boca Juniors of Argentina 
defeated Atletico National of 
Colombia 1-0 ( I -0 half) last night 
in a South American Football 
Confederation (Conmebol) 
tournament matching past and 
present champions. 

Forward Diego Lalorre 
scored the only goal in the 33rd 
minute on a brilliant individual 
effort. Latorre dribbled into the 
left side of the penalty area, and 
as goalkeeper Rene Higuita dove 
in an attempt to take the ball 
away, Latorre leaped over him. 

As Latorre was falling to the 
ground in the centre of the area, 
be sent a right- footed shot into 
the left side of the goal. 

Latorre had two other oppor- 
tunities to score against Higuita, 
the Colombian national team 
keeper, but shot just wide of the 


goal each time. 

In the 15th minute, Latorre 
broke into the left side of the 
penalty area and fired a shot at a 
charging Higuita, who deflected 
the ball. Latorre collected the 
ball quickly and fired another 
shot, but this one went wide, to 
the left of the goal. In the closing 
moments of the match, Latorre 
broke in on Higuitaagain, but his 
shot was off the mark. 

Atletico National earned, a 
berth in the tournament by win- 
ning the 1 989 Copa Libertadores 
(Liberators’ Cup), the annual 
South American Gub Cham- 
pionship. 

Boca Juniors had qualified for 
the final of the tournament by 
winning this year's South 
American Super Cup, a tour- 
nament for past winners of the 
Copa Libertadores. 


Man's and women's World Cup overall skiing champions PirminZurbriggen of Switzerland on ine podium— Austrian Helmut Hoeflehner (left). Norwegian winner Atle Skaardal and 
/rinhtl and Austria’s Petra Kronberger hold their trophies aloft after the last race of the third place winner Felix Belozyk of Canada. (Reuter wirephoto) 

reason on Sunday in Are. Sweden. Right winners of Saturday's World Cup downhill race 


Valckx saves PSV from defeat 

AMSTERDAM. March 18. (Reuter): Defender Stans Valckx saved 
Dutch champions PSV Eindhoven from an embarrassing home defeat 
against FC Twente with a freak goal in injury time yesterday. 

Twente took the lead in the seventh minute through striker Jan 
Gaasbeek and came close to their first win in Eindhoven in over a 
decade. 

PSVs Brazilian striker Romario, out for the rest of the season with a 
broken leg, was sordy missed as Flemming Povlsen, Gerald Vaneaburg 
and Juul Ellerman failed to find room for a decisive break through 
Twente’s tough defence. 

A last desperate attack well into injury-time finally saved the day for 
the Eindhoven side as Valckx slotted home a pass from Vanenburg. 

But the 1-1 result was anything but reassuring ahead of Wednesday's 

European Cup quarterfinal return leg at home to Bayern Munich, in 
which PSV need to overturn a 2- 1 first-leg deficit 
PSV lead the Dutch table with 36 points from 26 matches, followed 
by Ajax, who travelled to Utrecht today, with 33 points from 24 games. 




SPORTS 


Bracewell takes six wickets for 85 






Kiwis set 178 to beat Aussies injury for 



WELLINGTON, March 18, 
(Reuter): New Zealand offspin- 
ner John Bracewell turned a one- 
off cricket Test against Australia 
back in his team's favour late on 
the fourth day today. 

Bracewell destroyed the Aus- 
tralian lower order to finish with 
the impressive figures of six for 
85. 

Australia were ail out in their 
second innings for 269, leaving 
New Zealand a target of 1 78 runs 
to win. Kiwi openers John 
Wright and Trevor Franklin 
safely scored four of them by 
stumps. 

Fortunes changed throughout 
the day, as Australian batsmen 
and then New Zealand bowlers 
held the upper hand. 

Bracewell finished off the Aus- 
tralians with a lucrative spell late 
in the final session, taking his 
final four wickets for three runs 
from 19 balls. 

He was sitting on a hat-trick in 
his 32nd over, after having lan 
Healy caught close in for one and 
bowling Greg Campbell with the 
next ball. Carl Rackemann 
survived the hat-trick, but was 
bowled for one in Braceweii’s 
next over. 


Peter Taylor laid a platform on 
which his side could build. He hit 
a career-best Test score of 87 off 
155 balls, including eight fours. 
His previous highest Test score 
was 54 against Pakistan in 1988,. 


Scoreboard 


Taylor overshadowed opener 
Geoff Marsh in the morning ses- 
sion and scored faster than his 
skipper Allan Border afterhinch, 

Morrison^e^ind to Smith. 

Taylor and border had a 103- 
run partnership over 138 minutes 
which promised to put Australia 
in a safe position. 

However, two balls after 
Taylor departed. Dean Jones fell 
to a doubtful leg before wicket 
decision, also to Morrison. Jones 
was hit high up on the front pad 
from a ball cutting back into him 
off the seam. 

Steve Waugh and Border took 
Australia to 232 before Waugh 
clipped a catch to point off 


AUSTRALIA first innings 110 (P. 
Taylor 29. R. Hadlee five for 39, D. 
Morrison three lor 22). 

NEW ZEALAND first innings 202 (J. 
Wright 36. T. Alderman four for 46. P. 
Taylor three for 44). 

AUSTRALIA second innings (over- 
night 57 for two) 


G. Marsh c Rutherford 
b Bracewell 41 

M. Taylor tow b Hadlee 5 

D. Boon c Smith b Bracewell 12 

P, Taylor c Smith b Morrison 87 

A Border not out 78 

D. Jones Ibw b Morrison 0 

S. Waugh c Greatbaich b Hadlee. 25 
I. Healy c Rutherford b Bracewell.. 10 

G. Campbell b Bracewell 0 

C. Rackemann b Bracewefl 1 

T. Alderman st Smith b Bracewell ._ 1 

Extras (lb-6, nb-3) — 9 

Total (from 109.2 overs) 269 


Fall of wickets; 1-27, 2-54, 3-91, 
4-191, 5-192, 6-232. 7-261, 8-261. 9- 
267. 


Bracewell: took last four wickets off 19 balls 


Bracewell ended the Aus- 
tralian innings, when wicket- 
keeper Ian Smith stumped Terry 
Alderman. 

Earlier, Australia's 

mghtwatchman from yesterday 


The last four Australian wick- 
ets fell for eight 
Bracewell showed that the 
slow Basin Reserve wicket was 
taking turn, so the Australians 
will be hoping Peter Taylor is as 
successful with bis offspin as he 
was with the bat 

New Zealand, on the other 
hand, will need luck on a low- 
playing wicket which has posed 
problems for most batsmen over 
the first four days. 


Bowling; Hadlee 25-3-70-2 (nb-1). 
Morrison 24-8-58-2 (nb-2). Snedden 
25-5-484, Bracewell 342-11-85-6. 
Jones 1 -0-4-0. 


NEW ZEALAND second innings 

J. Wright not out 1 

T. Franklin not out - 2 

Extras (lb-1) 1 

Total (tor none from tour overs)..— 4 
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Jansher: wins Finnish Open 


To bar A Jones, M. Greatbatch. K. 
Rutherford, J. Crowe, R. Hadlee. L 
Smith. J. Bracewell. M. Snedden, D. 
Morrison. 


Bowfing. T. Alderman 2-2-04. C. 
Rackemann 2-4-34. 


ESPOO, Finland, March 18, (Reuter): World squash champion Jan- 
sber Khan defied a knee injury to win the Finnish .Open by beating local 
player Sami Elopuro 15-10 15-7 15-7 in the final’ today. 

“I got my knee well warmed up for today’s match. It didn’t cause me 
any trouble,” said the Pakistani world number two, who increased the 
pace after a 20-minute first game to complete his victory in a further 29 


Marseille 
move closer 
to leaders 


Gooch and Bailey hit half tons 


PARIS. March 18, (Reuter): A 'hat- 
trick from Marseille's predatory 
striker Jean-Pi erre Papin brought 
last year's double winners wi thin a 
single point of French League leaders 
Bordeaux yesterday. 

Papin took his tally to 24 for the 
season when he grabbed all the goals 
in a 3-0 home win over Toulon, foll- 
owing the brace he scored only three 
days ago in a 24 away win to 
Sochaux. 

With Bordeaux dropping their 
first home point of the season in a 
goalless draw with Monaco on Thur- 
sday, Marseille closed the gap to a 
single point and they still have a game 
in hand on their rivals. 

. But, Papin apart, Marseille's per- 
formance in the Mediterranean 
derby was hardly encouraging four 
days before their European Cup 
quarterfinal second leg with Cfka 
Sofia even though they won the a way 
leg 14. 


Results 


Lyon 

Marseille 


Meu 

Mulhouse 

Nantes 

Nice 

PSG 

Toulouse 


4 Brest 

3 Toulon 
1 Montpellier 

0 Caen 

1 Lille 

2 Racing Paris 

5 Cannes 
0 Sochaux 


Played on Thursday. 

Ainerre 2 St Etienne I 

Bordeaux 0 Monaco 0 


POINT-A-PIERRE, Trinidad, 
March 18, (Reuter): Graham 
Gooch and Rob Bailey both 
scored fifties but England's other 
baismer struggled as the tourists 
reached 225 for seven on the first 
cfay of their four-day match 
against the West Indies Cricket 
Board President's XI yesterday. 

Bailey struck 52, his highest 
score for England and a perfor- 
mance which may help to earn 
him the number three spot, in the 
side for the third test after 
another failure by Alec Stewart. 

Gooch top-scored with a pain- 
staking 66 from 134 balls which 
included only three boundaries. 

Batting, however, was never 
easy on a slow wicket which was 
moist early on and which seamed 
around for much of the day. 

Nonetheless, England should 
have fared better against a side 
which was reduced to two 
specialist bowlers from mid- 
afternoon when both the 
President's XI opening bowlers 
were forced to leave the field. 

Patrick Patterson was suffer- 
ing from a migraine and could 
bowl only six overs while Ken- 
neth Benjamin got through 15 
before retiring with a side strain. 

England, who were put in by 
Gus Logie, lost Wayne Larkins 
in only the third over when Pat- 
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Graham Gooch 


Rob Bailey 


terson produced the best ball of 
the day — a lifter which moved 
away and took the edge to keeper 
Livingstone Harris. 

Stewart lasted five pvers 
before he was caught low down 
in the gulley for six off Benjamin. 
He has now scored only 32 runs 
in his last five one-day and first- 
class innings. 

Robin Smith and Gooch put 
together the best stand of the day 
— 71 in 33 overs — but the ball 
after the England captain had 
readied his fifty. Smith pushed 
forward to Robert Haynes and 
was caught at silly point off bat- 
pad. 


Leg-spinner Haynes, who 
bowled a marathon 43 overs in 
one day for Jamaica against 
England last month, again had a 
long bowl, reeling off his first 21 
overs without relief. 

He was rewarded with a 
second victim when Gooch, hav- 
ing batted for 220 minutes, got a 
top edge to an attempted sweep 
and was caught behind. 


50, Bailey played his first rash 
shot, swinging across the line and 
falling Ibw to Eldine Baptiste. He 
hit five fours and batted for 140 
minutes. 

Baptiste, forced to shoulder 
the bulk of the workload and 
bowling 32 overs, angled one 
across Russell, brushing the edge 
to give Harris his fourth catch. 

Phil Defreitas and his old 
school-mate Chris Lewis, in his 
first innin gs for England, took 
the tourists through to the dose 
without further alarm. 

Scoreboard 

ENGLAND first innings 

G. Gooch c Harris b Haynes 66 

W. Larkins c Harris b Patterson — 1 
A Stewart c Adams b Benjamin — 6 
R. Smith c Morgan b Haynes 29 


minutes. 

“My knee's been bothering me through thewhole competition, ’'said 
Jansher. He explained that he banged his left knee when he skidded on a 
slippery court in Salzburg during the recent Austrian Open. 

“The doctor told me then 1 ought to give this competition a miss and. 




withdraw from the Finnish Open and would have badly hit the 
competition,” he said. 

Australia's Chris Dittmar, who had been seeded second here, 
incurred a large fine after he withdrew, pleading an unintentional clash 
of dates involving a series of exhibition matches against world number 
one Jahangir Khan in the Middle East p ... - - 

Jansher, whose Finnish success earned him a $5,400 prize, said he 
hoped to be able to pull out of forthcoming scheduled exhibition 
matches against compatriot J ahang ir to ensure his knee was is good 
shape for the BritishOpen. 

Elopuro, the first Finn to reach the final of a major squash tour-: 


name nt, was happy with his own performance, especially in the first 
game when he made Jansher work hard the whole time. 




Britain planning security 


Timman holds' 


After losing David Capel 
immediately after tea, caught 


behind off occasional left-aim 
spinner Keith Arthurton, Bailey 
was joined by Jack Russell and 
the pair added 51 in 17 overs. 

But two balls after reaching his" 


Ft Bailey Ibw b Baptiste 52 

D. Capel cHanisb Arthurton 1 

J. Russell c Harris b Baptiste 25 

P. Defreitas not out — 6 

C. Lewis not out 13 

Extras (lb-4 w-4 nb-18) 26 

Total (for seven wickets) 225 

Fall ol wickets: 1-1 2 246 3-107 4- 
1365-1506-201 7-206 
To bat D. Malcolm, E Hemmings 
Bowling (to date); Patterson 64- 
33-1, Benjamin 15-2-34-1. Baptiste 
30-5-77-2, Haynes 37-12-57-2. Arih- 
urton 54- 18-1. Morgan 1-0-2-0. 
President's XL G. Logie (captain), 

D. Morgan, C. Lambert, K. Arthurton, 
J. Adams, B. Lara, R. Haynes, L. 
Harris. E Baptiste, K. Benjamin. P. 
Patterson. 




Campbell takes revenge — 1 4 years on 


Match disrupted 


LONDON, Match 18, (APk The Briti^ govcnnnmtTiasordCTed rts 
biggest security operation for a sports event to tiy topi event bo oKganisn i 
by its soccer fans at the World Cup, it was reported today. : 

The Sunday Telegraph quoted unidentified g o vernment sources as 
saying the programme would include use of British police as spotters tb 
try' to identify known soccer thugs for tbdr Italian counterparts. 

The Cup, socccr’sworid championship, opens in 12 Italian, cities June 
8- - 

The paper also said that authorities were concerned that troubfecbuld 
erupt in Genoa, where ferries departs from the Italian mainland for . 
Sardinia, the island where the English team will be based. 

The Telegraph said that, in' addition, towns in France and Italy have 
been warned to be prepared for trouble by British fans travelling by car to 

Italy for the World Oip. 

“This is the biggest operation the government has ever mounted fora 'j 
sporting event,” the newspaper quo tod one so urce as saying.' “This effort 
is being made to saveLOur reputation but, in spite of all this work, we have^ 1 


T® rrrmi 


Chelsea beat Arsenal 


LONDON, March 18, (Reuter): 
Nearly 14 years ago, Bobby 
Campbell quit his job as Arsenal 
coach after failing to land the 
coveted manager’s job in succes- 
sion to Bertie Mee. 

Yesterday, he returned to 
Highbury for the first time as a 
manager and walked away a very 
happy man indeed. 

Not only did his team Chelsea 
do what no other side have done 
this season, they effectively shat- 
tered the English League soccer 
champions' fading hopes of 
retaining the title. 

The 1-0 win dealt Arsenal their 
first home defeat of the season 
and gave midfielder John Bum- 
stead a goal to celebrate on his 


300th appearance for the West 
London club. 

Jubilant 

“I am highly delighted with 
this win but I'd better not say too 
much about why,” said a jubilant 
Campbell. 

Arsenal remain in third place 
in the League, 12 points off the 
pace set by League leaders Aston 
Villa, and just one point in front 
of Chelsea who have played one 
game more. 

Arsenal manager George Gra- 
ham, whose team conceded the 
64ih-minutegoaJ against the run 
of play, was clearly shaken. 

“I never think about Lhe title. I 
didn't last year when we won it 
but if you can't win it you have to 
keep playing for your profes- 



Tony Cottee 


Tony Cascarino 


sional pride and finish as high as 
possible,” he said. 


“There could still be possibly 
Europe to aim for and you have 
to give your fans value for 
money. But this result summed 


up our season — we were very 
inconsistent.” 

The fans, who jeered Gra- 
ham's decision to bring off 
striker Kevin Campbell late in 
the game, were clearly unhappy. 

Tottenham Hotspur, Arsen- 
al's north London neighbours, 
were also nursing wounds inflic- 
ted by West Londoners, going 
down 3-1 at Queen's Park Ran- 
gers who could have scored 
more. 

Norwich drew 1-1 with relega- 
tion-threatened Millwail but the 


match turned bad in the 6 1 si 
minute when Norwich's Robert 
Fleck and MillwaH's Steve Wood 
were sent off for fighting. 

For several disgruntled strik- 
ers, Saturday proved a time to 
remind their managers just what 
they could do. 

Transfer-listed Tony Cottee 
scored a brace as Everton beat 
Crystal Palace 44 while Man- 
chester City’s one-time England 
international Clive Allen retur- 
ned to the first team after two 
months out and hit a penalty in 


their 1-1 draw at Luton. 

Villa’s Ian Onnondroyd, 
dropped to the substitutes’ bench 
to make way for new £ 1 .5 million 
(S2.4 million) signing Tony Cas- 
carino, scored his team's winner 
at Derby. 

Brought on for the second 
half, the lanky Onnondroyd 
broke the ice in the 71 st minute to 
give Villa a crucial 14 win. 

“I was disappointed to be on 
the bench, but I put some pres- 
sure on the manager by coming 
on and scoring,” said the man 
who had vowed before the match 
to fight for his first-team place 
even if he had to spend a spell in 
the reserves to do so. 

Manager Graham Taylor said 
he was very satisfied with the 
performance of Ireland striker 
Cascarino. making his debut 
after signing from struggling 
Millwail on Thursday. 

But he singled out Cascarino's 
Ireland teammate Paul McGrath 
as his man of the match for his 
performance in defence. 

“McGrath is playing out ofhis 
skin.” he said. 

Another player winning 
copious managerial praise was 
Southampton striker Matthew 
Le Tissier, who scored twice to 
pufl his team back from 3-1 down 
at Wimbledown to a 3-3 draw. 

But Charlton manager Lennie 
Lawrence despaired of his bot- 
tom-placed club after they gave 
away a soft goal in the dying 
moments against Nottingham 
Forest to draw 1-1 . 

“1 sympathise with the players 
who worked themselves to a 
standstill but it has all ended 
tragically,” he said. 


MADRID, March 18, (Reuter): A 
pitch invasion and missiles hurled 
from the terraces disrupted the Ath- 
letic Bilbao-Real Madrid Spanish 
League dash yesterday. 

The incident failed to prevent Real 
drawing 1 - 1 and increasing their lead 
to 1 1 points. A filth successive cham- 
pionship looks certain. 

Inevitably. Mexican Hugo San- 
chez opened the score for the visitors 
with a 14th minute penalty, his 31st 
goal this season. 


to prepare for trouble.' 

Last week, top British police officials said they had uncovered plans 
for battles at the World Gap between hooligans from England and the 
Netherlands. 


The two teams* whose followers arc among tbemost violent in Europe, 
play in the same first-round group on Sardinia and Sicily. 

Another British newspaper, the Sunday Times,'* reported that 
hooligans from around the country were plotting violence at an exhibi- 
tion match between England and Timismin Tunis June 2. and outside the 
stadium in the Sardinia capital of Cagliari June 16, when En gla n d and the 
Netherlands play. 

It quoted Sean Gibbs, identified as a known hooligan from Chelten- 


It quoted aean UDOS, laenuuea as a khowd nouug&u uom ^hwijeu- 
ham, England, as saying he was looking forward to “serious violence” at 
thcCup. ' 



Farwaniyawere. put mtobat 
after - winnmg ~th& toss ^aznf-Jdsf 
their first four wrcketafbrimfy 50. 
runs. Basim pulled the teaiiri out 
of the doldrums -by hitting 79'-- 
nms with the hdpof three sixes 
and eight fours- Farwaniyaman- 
aged to score 171 iu their allotted ' 


. Failaka tried hard ib'keep-up 
with the run-rate but fell short by 
14 runs a net wereafl,dgtdutT(# 
157. Nadeem took ttow widseiBr 
while Basim and AhsaaTgbt tWd 
each. Muslah-and Asimdupped 
in with orie wicket -V 


Kilt tennis 


Cycling champion 


1,000th victory 


Gianni Bruno of Italy on the winner's podium after 
receiving his trophy for finishing first in the Milan to 
San Remo cycling race on Saturday. (Reuter wire- 
photo) 


Grand champion sumo wrestler Chiyono Fuji res- 
ponds to the crowds after setting a new record of 
1,000 victories in Osaka, Japan, on Saturday. 
(Reuter wlrepboto) 


RESULTS of the Kuwait fnt 
national Hotel’s 1990 Amati 
Tennis- Glas^cC.’tdurdixne 
beingheid at the KttJ course. 
-Men’ssngles 

G.' Zacheri defeated W. Saleh 
4, 14,2-2 retired r V A- 
F.Fadda defS. Dhanak6-I,6 

A.TamtondefM_AlJazuab,<> 

6-V 

A. Nair defP. Stubbs 64, 6-1 
S. John def S. Vogt 6-2,6-! > 
Open doubles 

N, AI Kady & W. Saleh def 
Dufour arid M. Hermann 6- 
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